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  The main garrison for Fort Madison consisted of Captain Ninian Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment.  The company was commanded by First Lieutenant Alpha Kingsley due to 

Pinkney's absence.  Kingsley brought sixty-one enlisted men (out of seventy) and two officers 

(himself and Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Pryor) north in August 1808.  The company's numbers 

fluctuate depending upon detachments, discharges, deaths and desertions from about seventy to as 

low as thirty-two between August 1808 and July 1813. 

  In June 1813 forty-three replacements were transferred into the company to bring its strength 

back up to seventy-five.  The muster roll indicates the official transfer date as 26 June. 

 
       Head Quarters, St. Louis, June 24, 1813 

General Orders 

 In addition to the command directed to be held in readiness by orders of the 17
th
 Instant, to Col. Bissell, there will 

be taken from Capt. [Thomas] Ramsey's Detachment, two Corpls one Musician and twenty Privates, making the whole, one 

Sergt., two Corpls., one Musician, and thirty nine Privates to be held in readiness to ascend to Fort Madison, under the 

command of a Subaltern Officer as detailed by Col. Bissell, said command to escort the contractor's boat or boats, now 

ascending the Mississippi with supplies for that post, and will proceed with them from the Portage de Sioux.  The non-

commissioned officers, musicians and privates as above, are hereby transferred to the late Capt. Stark's Company of the 1
st
 

Regt. Infantry, to be taken on the rolls and returns of said company as joined by transfer from this date.  Capt. Ramsey will 

furnish the officer commanding the late Capt. Stark's Company with a descriptive list and size roll, and with the individual 

accounts of clothing, bounty, pay &c. of the men thus transferred. 
 On the arrival of this detachment at Fort Madison the officer commanding that post will order Lieut. Stephens & 

the officer that ascends with this detachment together with all the non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates that 

don't belong to the late Stark's Company, either by original enlistment or the transfer now made, to descend to the Portage 

de Sioux with all possible expedition in the same boat that this detachment ascends in, and join their companies at the 

stations they occupy.
1 

   

  The actual numbers on the muster roll and in the company descriptive book vary slightly from 

the general order.  Only eighteen men, including their sergeant, Robbins Marlatt made up the 

“command directed to be held in readiness.”  Of these, seven men (including Sergeant Marlatt) were 

recruited by 2
nd

 Lieutenant Samuel Kercheval and Ensign John Meeks, both of 7
th

 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment.  In April 1813, eighteen men from Kercheval's 7
th

 Infantry detachment were transferred 

to Captain Daniel Cushing's Company, 2
nd

 U. S. Artillery at Fort Meigs.  Kercheval received praise 

for his conduct during Colonel Miller's Sortie from the fort on 5 May 1813.  It is possible that the 

soldiers sent to Fort Madison were with him and were transferred in late May or early June prior to 

his death on 20 June, but so far the evidence is inconclusive.   

  The other three 7
th

 Infantry recruits were enlisted by 1
st
 Lieutenant Thomas S. Jesup, of later 

Second Seminole War and Mexican War fame.  Five more of the replacements were recruited by 

Captain James S. Swearingen, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment and the final three were actual 1

st
 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment recruits enlisted by 2
nd

 Lieutenant James W. Bryson, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry. 

 

  The remaining twenty-six soldiers, as indicated by the order, were transferred from Ramsey's 

Company, 1
st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Twelve of these soldiers were born in Pennsylvania; four in New 

York; and one each in Virginia, North Carolina, Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, the Louisiana 

                                                 
1
A copy of this order was supplied courtesy of David Bennett. 



Territory and the Indiana Territory.   

  The figures for the veterans of the company are a bit misleading for 1812 since a number of 

soldiers known to be at the fort are not included in the descriptive book.  A few examples include 

Private Hugh McNeal (Died of disease 5 February 1812), Sergeant Patrick Griffin (discharged 12 

January 1812), Corporal James Leonard (Killed by the Winnebago 3 March 1812), Private Gregory 

Rogan (Mortally wounded by the Winnebago on the night of 29-30 March 1812), Private Josiah 

Keene (discharged 14 April 1812), Private Lewis Boilvin (Drummed out of the fort for mutiny and 

desertion 30 September 1812), and Private John Cox (Killed by the Winnebago 5 September 1812).  

A number of other soldiers were known to have been discharged in March and April 1812 as well. 

 

  The majority of the new recruits were born in Pennsylvania and Virginia, the former supplying 

thirteen men and latter twelve.  Five more men were born in Maryland, three in New Jersey with 

New York and Kentucky providing two men each.  Connecticut, Ohio and North Carolina were all 

represented by one man each.  These men were overwhelmingly recruited in Ohio and Kentucky. 

 

  Besides the main garrison company, re-enforcements were periodically sent to the fort. These 

men came primarily from Captain Simon Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment and Captain 

Joseph Cross' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment.  In April 1809 a small detachment from 

Captain James House's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment served at the fort for a few weeks. 

House's detachment consisted of two corporals, two musicians, twenty-four matrosses and two iron 

six pound field pieces.  In addition in the spring of 1813 fifty-three men from Captain Robert 

Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment, under the command of First Lieutenant Silas 

Stephens arrived at the fort and served as part of the garrison until July. These men were 

predominately eighteen month volunteers. 

  The only other United States troops known to have served at Fort Madison were members of 

Captain Nathaniel Boone's Company, U.S. Rangers.  Boone commanded a territorial ranger 

company in 1811-1812 but upon receiving a commission as a United States Ranger captain and the 

expiration of service for his territorial company, Boone recruited a new 12 month U.S. Ranger 

company.  These men served approximately from July 1812 to July 1813 and were based out of Fort 

Mason until its abandonment in April 1813. 

  Between May and October 1815 the 1
st
, 5

th
, 17

th
, 19

th
, and 28

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiments were 

consolidated to form the new 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment, the “Old Guard” as it is called today.  Most 

of the veterans from Stark's Company, 1
st
 Infantry were consolidated into this new unit in 1815, 

which is why the regimental number changes in the following biographical sketches from the 1
st
 to 

the 3
rd

 Infantry.  In December 1815 Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company became Captain Hezekiah 

Bradley's Company. 

  To add to the confusion a new 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment was formed between May-October 

1815 by the consolidation of the 2
nd

, 3
rd

, 7
th

 and 44
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiments.  Thus soldiers who 

served in the old 1
st
 Infantry at times ended up transferred into companies in the new 1

st
 Infantry in 

1815, but it was not the same unit.  For example, Private Jesse Hyatt was transferred into Captain 

William Christian's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in August 1815. 

  Between May and October 1815 the 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment was consolidated with the 8
th

 

and the 39
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiments to form today's 7
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment. 

  The following information was collected from a variety of sources: the muster rolls and pay 

rolls for Pinkney's, Stark's, Owens', Cross' and Desha's Companies; Fort Madison's Garrison Book, 

1812-1813; the Descriptive Book for Stark's Company, 1813-1815, the Army's Register of 

Enlistment, 1798-1914, Pay Records for Stark's Company, Ration Returns for Stark's Company 

1812-1813; pension records; and Indian Office Factory Records for Fort Madison, 1808-1812.  

Soldiers marked with * died at Fort Madison. 



 

Captain Ninian Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment, 1808-1810 

 

(Pinkney's Company became Stark's Company, 7 September 1810) 
 

Captain Horatio Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment, 1810-1813 

 

 
 

Musician Charles Allen.   Charles Allen (b. 1792, NY) enlisted on 21 February 1807 at the age of 14 or 15 as a fifer. 
Allen accompanied the expedition north but by December 1808 he was listed as “Unfit for Service.”  By the 

summer of 1809 Allen's condition must have worsened for not only was he still listed as “Unfit for Service” but 
also as “Incapable of doing any duty.” His medical problems continued until 1 April 1810 when he was reduced 
from musician to private because he was unfit for service.  He continued to be on the sick list until at least the fall 

of 1810. 
   The young New Yorker, apparently disillusioned by his illness and demotion, deserted with Josiah Keene on 

2 July 1810 but the pair surrendered on 6 July.  They were tried on 13 July at Fort Belle Fontaine.  Both men were 

sentenced to fifty lashes and to “make good the time lost by their absence, reimburse all expenses.”  Keene and 
Allen were pardoned from the corporal punishment but were subject to their “last 80 days [being] put under 

stoppages.”   
  After being returned to Fort Madison, Allen re-enlisted for an additional five years on 23 December 1811. On 

30 August 1812 Allen was promoted to fifer once again.  He marched east with his company serving along the 

Niagara Front.  He was hospitalized at Greenbush, New York from August 1814 until March 1815.  On 1 June 
1815 Allen was reduced to private from fifer, but was promoted back to fifer on 1 August 1815.  On 13 February 
1816 Allen deserted again and was apparently never caught. 

Military Service: 1807-1816 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 

 

Private Abraham Arnold.  Abraham Arnold (d. 1812, near modern Dubuque, IA) enlisted on 29 May 1806 for five 
years.  He accompanied the expedition north in 1808 to build the factory post.  In 1810 he worked five days at the 

factory at ten cents per day.  He was a carpenter and apparently spent much of his time working on the fort. 
Between January and March 1811 he spent six days working on the powder magazine and another 5 1/2 days 

hewing logs for the magazine between April and June, all which netted him 14 cents per day. 
  Arnold was discharged on 29 May 1811.  He was hired by George Hunt to accompany Hunt to the lead mine 

district near present-day Dubuque, Iowa and help establish a satellite trading post.  Arnold was murdered and 

horribly mutilated by an attacking Winnebago war party on 2 January 1812.  His death was avenged by a Fox 
warrior named Black Tobacco who killed a Winnebago warrior in retaliation for Arnold's murder later in the spring 
of 1812. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-May 1811 
 

 

Private Nicholas Applegate.  Nicholas Applegate (b. 1791, VA—d. 1813, Fort Belle Fontaine, MO) enlisted in 
Captain Henry Graham's (later Thomas Ramsey's) Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 26 March 1812 for five 

years probably, in Limestone, Kentucky.  Applegate was a 21 year-old farmer from Virginia, described as being 5' 

7” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a light complexion.   
  On 26 June 1813 Applegate was transferred to Stark's Company and sent to Fort Madison, arriving on 6 July. 

He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Unfortunately young Applegate died, probably 

from illness, on 15 December 1813 at Fort Belle Fontaine. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

 



Private Vardaman Anderson.  Vardaman Anderson (b. 1778, VA) enlisted with First Lieutenant Thomas S. Jesup, 

7
th

 U.S. Infantry, on 14 May 1812 for five years.  Anderson was a 34 year-old farmer from Virginia described as 
being 5' 9 1/2” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Anderson was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. 

Anderson's health was not good and spent his entire service at Fort Madison listed as sick.  Apparently he was able 
to participate in the defense of the fort on 16 July.  Upon the garrison's return to Fort Belle Fontaine in November 

1813, Anderson was listed as being “Absent with Leave for the Benefit of [his] Health.”  It is likely he was one of 
the ten soldiers too ill to help with the evacuation of Fort Madison.  Anderson was discharged, probably because of 
his health, on 31 May 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private John Auld.  John Auld (b. 1791, Chester County, PA) enlisted with Captain Henry Graham's (later Thomas 

Ramsey's) Company, 1
st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment at Limestone, Kentucky, on 27 April 1812 for five years.  Auld was a 

21 year-old farmer from Pennsylvania, described as being 5' 7” tall with blue eyes and light hair and complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Auld was transferred from Ramsey's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment to Stark's Company 

arriving at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he 
fought along the Niagara Front in Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 Infantry and spent most of November and December 

1814 ill at the hospital in Attica, New York.  By 1815 he was serving in Captain William Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 
U.S. Infantry, at Detroit where he remained throughout 1816.  Auld was discharged on 27 April 1817 at the 
reconstructed Fort Dearborn (Chicago). 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Corporal William Baxter.  William Baxter (b. 1772, PA) enlisted 5 October 1806 for five years.  Considering his 

age, about 34, it is quite possible this was a re-enlistment and he conceivably could have already served fifteen 
years in the military and may have been a member of Wayne's Legion and a veteran of Fallen Timbers.  A Private 
William Baxter appears in Captain Uriah Springer's Rifle Company, 3

rd
 Sub Legion on a payroll in July 1793.  This 

may be Baxter but requires more research.   
  Baxter accompanied the expedition north in 1808 to build Fort Madison.  He was a carpenter and apparently 

his skills were used on the fort and not on the factory.  He only appears once on the factory abstracts in the spring 

of 1811 having worked seventeen days at fourteen cents per day helping construct the powder magazine and a boat. 
  Baxter, a native of Pennsylvania, re-enlisted on 15 July 1811 for five years and was described as being 5' 7 

1/2” tall with dark eyes, hair and complexion.  By April 1812 he was assigned to serve as part of the crew on the 
cannon positioned in Blockhouse #3.  On 1 August 1813 Baxter was promoted to corporal.  He served at Fort 
Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  Corporal Baxter was discharged in the spring of 1814 at Fort 

Belle Fontaine for rheumatism and other ailments.  He was about 42 years-old. 

Military Service: 1806-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 
 

 

Private William Bennett.  William Bennett (b. 1791, Bath County, VA) enlisted with Second Lieutenant James W. 
Bryson, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry, on 5 February 1812 for five years in Newport, Kentucky.  Bennett was a 21 year-old 

laborer from Bath County, Virginia described as being 6' tall with blue eyes, light hair and a fair complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Bennett was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  Bennett 

served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He later served in Captain Thomas Hamilton's 
Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry in 1814 along the Niagara Front and by early 1815 was stationed at Sackett's Harbor, 

New York.  Bennett was discharged from Captain William Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry at the 

reconstructed Fort Dearborn (Chicago) on 5 February 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 
 



Private John Blackmore.  John Blackmore enlisted with Second Lieutenant Jonathan Eastman in Captain Edward 

Strong's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 5 November 1804 for five years.  By 1806 Blackmore was 

stationed at Natchitoches guarding the border with Spain.  In May 1809 Blackmore was transferred to Captain 
Stark's Company and accompanied Stark north to Fort Madison, arriving there on 26 August.  Blackmore received 

his discharge at Fort Madison on 5 November 1809. 
  *Note: A John Blackmore enlisted in Captain Francis Newman's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment on 11 

January 1811.  This could be the Blackmore from Stark's Company but more research is needed.  Private 
Blackmore spent most of his next ten years of service in the New Orleans area.  He was tried in New Orleans for 
desertion on 22 November 1811 but had his sentence of fifty lashes remitted.  On 3 February 1812 he was tried 

again for drunkenness on 31 January and sentenced to three days confinement.  Blackmore again faced trial on 23 
April 1812 for disobedience of orders but again has twenty-five lash sentenced remitted.  He was tried on 11 May 
1812 for being absent without leave but had his seven day hard labor sentence remitted.  Blackmore again was 

tried on 13 July 1812 for drunkenness and received twenty lashes.  That seemed to end his free-wheeling days for 
no more trials were recorded.  By 1815 Blackmore was serving at Petite Coquille and received his discharge on 11 

January 1816 at Fort Charlotte. 
  Blackmore re-enlisted at Fort Charlotte on 27 February 1816 for an additional five years as a substitute for 

Corporal Baton.  He was promoted to corporal on 17 June 1817 but on the 24
th

 was demoted.  On 15 May 1818 

Blackmore was again promoted to corporal but by August had been demoted once more.  He spent November and 
December 1819 in the general hospital in New Orleans.  By December 1820 Blackmore was listed on command as 
part of Major Maney's boat crew.  Blackmore was discharged on 27 February 1821 at Fort St. Johns. 

Military Service: 1804-1809 & *1811-1821 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1809 
 

 

Private Samuel Bloomer.  Samuel Bloomer (b. 1781, NY) enlisted with Ensign John Meeks, 7
th

 U.S. Infantry, for 
five years on 23 June 1812.  Bloomer was a 31 year-old farmer from New York described as being 5' 9” tall with 
black eyes and brown hair and complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Bloomer was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. 

Bloomer's stay at the fort was brief.  In October he was reported as “On Command to Belle Fontaine” with Private 
John Chappell.  The muster roll for November and December 1813 describes him as being unfit for duty.  Bloomer 

was discharged on 31 May 1814, probably because of his health. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-October 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Lewis Boilvin.  Lewis Boilvin (b. ca. 1792-94) enlisted at Fort Madison on 23 January 1812 for five years.  
Young Boilvin was under the age of 21 and was listed among the four “boys” in the company.  He was likely 
related to the District Indian Agent, Nicholas Boilvin, but so far no conclusive proof has been found. 

  The first incident involving Boilvin occurred on 19 February 1812.  Private Josiah Keene received forty 
lashes, despite being ill and on sick call, on 20 February for supporting “Boilvin in abusing [Sergeant Joseph 
Ozier].”  This affair is interesting because Boilvin is only identified by his last name, which is extremely rare in the 

garrison book.  Soldiers are almost always identified with their full name, rank and company.  In addition, 
interestingly, Lewis Boilvin is not shown as having been arrested or tried for his part in verbally abusing the 

sergeant and is suddenly placed on the sick list starting 21 February for three days. 
  I believe the Boilvin who verbally abused Sergeant Ozier was Nicholas, who was probably angry over Lewis 

not having been put on sick call for illness.  Nothing could be done to the Indian agent, so the only person 

available to face Captain Stark's wrath over the situation was Private Keene, who was dragged from his sick bed 
and received a rather heavy punishment for simply supporting Boilvin in his tirade.      

   Lewis Boilvin was arrested on the morning of 12 March for using “abusive and threatening language” toward 

Sergeant Richard Martin.  He received fifteen days hard labor and confinement.  This incident makes the earlier 
one interesting in that obviously Private Boilvin was not above being charged for abusing non-commissioned 
officers.  If it was him involved in the February affair, why wasn't he charge? There is also a very striking contrast 

between his punishment and that handed out to Private Keene, despite the fact that they are both about the same 
age.   

  In April, Boilvin was one of four men under Sergeant Joseph Ozier assigned to defend Blockhouse #4 on the 
ridge above the fort.  Boilvin was apparently not happy with the army and on 21 April 1812 he deserted.  He was 



apprehended the same day and confined in the guard house for “Mutiny & Desertion.”  The details of the charges 

against him are unclear today, but it is know that a General Court Martial was convened in June for his trial.  
Boilvin was held in irons in the guardhouse and described as a “Criminal.”  He must have smelled very bad after 

being confined for months, because on the morning of 5 June, Sergeant John Ritts (see below) removed Boilvin's 
irons and let him bathe in the river. 

   On 15 August, Lieutenant Colonel Bissell approved the court's sentence, which was to be “carried into full 

execution, and then [Boilvin was to be] put on board of a boat and sent down the river not to be landed till he gets 
down to St. Louis or in the settlements, you must be on your alert at all times.”  Whatever Boilvin had planned or 
done had created quite a stir for Bissell added a post script stating, “You will not make public or suffer the 

proceedings of the court in Boilvin's case known until an opportunity offers to send him off.  I think him a very 
dangerous and unsafe man to be set at large amongst the Indians in your neighborhood.”  Lieutenant Hamilton 

took Bissell at his word and never made public the proceedings to the garrison.   
  For some reason, Hamilton was unable to send Boilvin back to St. Louis and the young mutineer was still in 

confinement when the Winnebago and Sac attacked the fort in September 1812.  Hamilton was so desperate for 

men that he released Boilvin to help defend the fort.  Boilvin was officially discharged out of the army on 30 
September 1812 and departed from Fort Madison. 

  There is some evidence that Boilvin's conspiracy had support among the some of the soldiers at Fort Mason, 

situated near present-day Hannibal, Missouri.  Lieutenant Colonel Bissell expressed his condolences to Ensign 
John Shaw, Owens' Company, 1

st
 Infantry, at Fort Mason at the death of one of the garrison, Private Stephen 

Manfred, Cross' Company, 1
st
 Artillery, from disease on 18 June, but added, “from circumstances I fear there was a 

connection between him [Manfred] and the Bolvine [sic] [mutiny].”  Manfred served at Fort Madison between 
April and early June 1812.  It is also possible that Private Levi Magnes, Owens' Company, 1

st
 Infantry may have 

been involved since he would have known Boilvin from his service at Fort Madison between April and early June 
and was himself tried and convicted of “mutinous conduct” on 24 June 1812 at Fort Belle Fontaine. 

Military Service: January-September 1812 (Dishonorably Discharged: Mutinous Conduct) 

Service at Fort Madison: January-September 1812 
 

 
 

*Private John Bowers.  John Bowers (b. 1791, Morris County, NJ—d. 1813, Fort Madison) enlisted with First 

Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, Graham's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 21 May 1812 for five years.  Bowers 

was a 21 year-old Farmer from Morris County, New Jersey described as being 5' 9 1/2” tall with blue eyes, brown 
hair, and a fair complexion. 

  Bowers was transferred to Stark's Company on 26 June 1813 and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. 
Unfortunately his service at the fort was cut short on 16 July when the outer, western ravine blockhouse he was 
positioned in was overrun by Winnebago, Menominee and Sac warriors and he was killed along with his three 

comrades. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: 6-16 July 1813 (Replacement) (KIA) 
 
 

 

Private William Bradley.  William Bradley (b. 1773, Bucks County, PA) enlisted 30 August 1806 for five years.  
Based upon his age, about 33, this is probably a re-enlistment.  He may have already been in the service for 

upwards of fifteen years, similar to Corporal Baxter.  Again more research is needed. 
  At the age of 38, Bradley, a native of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, re-enlisted at Fort Madison on 30 May 

1811 for five more years.  He was described as being 6' 1” tall with blue eyes and dark hair and complexion. 

Throughout 1810 Bradley was employed by the factory for 12 1/2 days at ten cents per day.  In 1811 his skill as a 
carpenter was used heavily by John Johnson and his pay increased to fourteen cents per day.  Between January and 
March 1811 he worked 62 days on the factory building.  Between April and June he spent 26 1/2 days working on 

the factory, but only a 1/2 a day between July and September. 
  On 28 April 1812, Bradley was arrested and tried for “Rioting in his Barrack Room and with [using] 

threatening language toward Sergeant [John] Ritts...and endeavoring to get hold of a knife,” to apparently stab the 
sergeant.  Bradley pleaded not guilty but was convicted and received fifty lashes on his bare back at Evening Roll 
Call. 

  Bradley continued to serve at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He received a 



discharge at Fort Belle Fontaine in April 1814 due to “old age and rheumatism.”  Bradley would have been about 

41 years-old. 

Military Service: 1806-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 
 

Sergeant Daniel Brewer.  Daniel Brewer (b. 1784, VA—d. 1814, Fort Belle Fontaine, MO) enlisted on 5 December 
1805 for five years.  Brewer was a 22 year-old Virginian described as standing 5 foot tall, with blue eyes, brown 
hair and a fair complexion.  The young man did not accompany his comrades north in August 1808, but remained 

at Fort Belle Fontaine “On Detachment.”  He probably came to the fort with Captain James House in April 1809 
for he is listed present with Pinkney's Company for the 30 April – 30 June 1809 muster roll.  Strangely, Brewer 
does not appear on the work abstracts for the factory for 1810 and 1811, which may indicate that John Johnson did 

not use him for the construction of the factory building. 
  Brewer re-enlisted on 12 March 1811 for a further five years at Fort Madison.  At some point in 1811 he was 

promoted to sergeant and held that rank for the rest of his military career.  He helped defend the fort until its 
abandonment in 1813, at which time he returned to Fort Belle Fontaine with the rest of his company. Unfortunately 

Sergeant Brewer died of illness at Fort Belle Fontaine on 15 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1805-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: April 1809-November 1813 
 

 

Private James Brotherton.  James Brotherton (b. 1778, Bucks County, PA) enlisted in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
with First Lieutenant Joseph Dorr, 1

st
 Infantry, for five years on 19 January 1807 at the age of 29.  Brotherton was 

a laborer described as having brown eyes and hair and a light complexion.  He served with Captain Eli Clemson's 
Company, 1

st
 Infantry, until 1 August 1808 when he was transferred to Pinkney's Company, 1

st
 Infantry, and 

proceeded to accompany his new unit up the Mississippi River to help construct the trading post. 

  Throughout 1810 he labored for ten days at the factory earning ten cents per day.  He worked an additional 4 
1/2 days in 1811 again at the common laborer's rate of ten cents per day.  Brotherton received his discharge on 19 

January 1812 at Fort Madison.  Brotherton was arrested and confined on 20-21 January after his discharge.  No 
trial information exists so it is unknown why he was arrested, but perhaps he celebrated his discharge a little too 
much.  He remained on the duty roster until 25 January when he is listed as discharged and dropped from the 

rosters. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-January 1812 

 
 

Corporal John Brunt.  John Brunt enlisted on 9 August 1806 for five years.  On 1 October 1810 Brunt was 
promoted to corporal.  Factory work abstracts for 1810 show that prior to his promotion, Brunt worked 7 1/2 days 
at the factory at the rate of ten cents per day.  A separate receipt recorded that he was paid $10.62 1/2 on 30 June 

1810 for “sundry work” for the factory.  Brunt received his discharge at Fort Madison on 6 August 1811. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-August 1811 

 
 

Private John Franklin Buck.  John F. Buck (b. 1780, Philadelphia, PA) enlisted in Philadelphia with First 

Lieutenant Joseph Dorr, 1
st
 Infantry, on 12 February 1807 for five years.  The 27 year-old shoemaker (cobbler) was 

described as being 5' 10” tall with dark eyes, hair and complexion.  Buck served in Captain Eli Clemson's 
Company, 1

st
 Infantry, until 1 August 1808 when he was transferred to Pinkney's Company, 1

st
 Infantry, and 

proceeded north with his new company to help construct the trading post. 
  During 1810 factory abstracts indicate Buck worked 4 1/2 for the Indian Office receiving ten cents per day.  

Between July and September 1811 he worked a whole half a day and was paid five cents for his efforts. Factory 

inventories reveal that a set of cobbler's tools was shipped to the fort, thus Buck may have been employed in fixing 
shoes and this may explain his lack of work at the factory.  Buck was discharged on 12 February 1812 but 

remained on the fort's duty roster until at least 29 February as a civilian laborer, possibly repairing shoes. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-February 1812 



 

 

Private John Cantwell (Kentwell).  John Cantwell (b. 1776, MD) enlisted on 25 March 1805 for five years at the 
age of 29.  His age and the random year may indicate that this was a re-enlistment.  Cantwell was described as 

being 5' 8” tall with blue eyes, gray hair and a light complexion.  He came north with Pinkney's Company in 
August 1808 to construct the factory post.  A factory abstract for January and March 1810 showed Cantwell was 

employed a total of 17 1/2 days working for the factory at the rate of ten cents per day.  Additional receipts indicate 
that Cantwell was hired to hew timber and perform “sundry work” for the factory in February 1810 amounting to 
14 days of labor for which he was paid $8.50.  After his discharge on 25 March 1810, Cantwell remained at Fort 

Madison and was paid an additional $8.62 1/2 for 11 days work hewing logs in April. 
  Cantwell re-enlisted at Fort Belle Fontaine in Captain Simon Owens' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for 

an additional five years on 22 May 1810.  The 34 year-old appears to have had an alcohol problem for he is 

arrested at least three times just in 1812 for intoxication, receiving fifteen lashes for his first offense (27 January), 
thirty for his second (23 February) and another fifteen for the third (20 July).  In September 1812 Cantwell 

returned to Fort Madison as part of the reinforcements sent to relieve the fort.  On 7 May 1813 he got into a fight 
near Blockhouse #4 with Private Thomas Montier, Owens' Company, 1

st
 Infantry, but does not appear to have been 

arrested.  He remained at Fort Madison until July 1813 when he returned to Fort Belle Fontaine. 

  In September 1813 he accompanied General Howard's expedition to Peoria, Illinois Territory to construct Fort 
Clark and participated in the Battle of Fort Clark on 27 September.  He marched to New York in early 1814 and 
participated in the fighting along the Niagara River.  Cantwell was wounded at the Battle of Lundy's Lane on 25 

July 1814.  He survived his wound and received his discharge on 22 May 1815. 
Military Service: March 1805-March 1810 & May 1810-May 1815 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-March 1810 & September 1812-July 1813 

 
 

*Private John Carrigan.  John Carrigan (d. 1811, Fort Madison) enlisted on 24 March 1807 for five years.  
Carrigan worked extensively for the Indian Office.  Factory work abstracts for January-March 1810 show he 
worked 9 1/2 days at ten cents per day. Between July and September he labored 35 days for ten cents per day and 

from October to December he was employed for 39 1/2 days at the same rate.  Sometime between January and 
March 1811 Carrigan died at Fort Madison probably from disease. 

Military Service: 1807-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-early 1811 (Died: Disease) 
 
 

 

Private Butler Case.  Butler Case (b. 1779, Bourbon County, KY) enlisted with Captain Henry Graham's (later 
Thomas Ramsey's) Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 28 April 1812 for five years.  Case was a 33 year-old 

hatter from Bourbon County, Kentucky described as being 5' 6 1/2” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a sallow 
complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Case was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  Case 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  By 1814 he was serving in Captain John Symmes' 
Company, 1

st
 Infantry, and participated in the expedition to the Chippewa River from Fort Erie, Upper Canada 

(present-day Ontario) in October 1814.  By August 1815 he was serving at Detroit with the 3
rd

 Infantry.  He 
finished his service at Fort Crawford in present-day Wisconsin where he was discharged on 28 April 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 
 

Private Emanuel Chamberlain.  Emanuel Chamberlain (b. 1792, Allegheny County, PA) enlisted with First 
Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, Graham's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment, in Cincinnati, Ohio on 20 December 

1811 for five years.  Chamberlain, a 19 year-old farmer from Pennsylvania, was describe as being 5' 6” tall with 
dark eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion.   

  Chamberlain was serving at Fort Russell in the Illinois Territory by February 1813 and on 26 June 1813 was 
transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  Chamberlain served at Fort 
Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He fought on the Niagara Front in 1814 and by early 1815 was 



stationed at Sackett's Harbor, New York.  Chamberlain was discharged at the end of his term on 20 December 1816 

at Mackinac.   

Military Service: 1811-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 
 

 

Private John Chappell.  John Chappell (b. 1790, CT) enlisted with First Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, Graham's 
Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment, on 27 April 1812 for five years.  Chappell, a 22 year-old farmer from 

Connecticut, was described as being 5' 8” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. 
  By early 1813 Chappell was serving at Fort Russell in the Illinois Territory and was transferred to Stark's 

Company on 26 June 1813 and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  In early October Chappell was recorded as “on 

command at Belle Fontaine” with Private Samuel Bloomer.  The November-December 1813 muster rolls describe 
the young man as “Unfit for Duty.”  Chappell was discharged on 31 May 1814 probably due to his health. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-October 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Jacob Clinger.  Jacob Clinger enlisted with Ensign Jacob W. Albright, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry, in New Port, New 

Jersey for five years on 26 April 1807.  Sometime in the summer of 1808 Clinger murdered a fellow soldier, 

Private Hugh Linn, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Linn had enlisted with First Lieutenant Joseph Dorr, 1

st
 U.S. 

Infantry on 4 April 1807 for five years.  What led to the murder is unknown but apparently Clinger attempted to 
desert following the crime but was arrested.  He was listed on the muster rolls as in confinement at Fort Belle 

Fontaine for murder and desertion.  Sometime in November or December 1808 Clinger was sent to Fort Belle Vue 
(Madison) where he was confined to the guardhouse.   

  Clinger seems to have been going insane and was described as being in confinement, unfit for duty and “a 

Maniac” for the rest of his service.  On 5 November 1811 he was paid his deferred enlistment bounty of $6.00.  
Clinger may have been the soldier responsible for attacking Sergeant Patrick Griffin in January 1812 (see Sergeant 

Patrick Griffin).  On 26 April 1812 Clinger was discharged at Fort Madison at the expiration of his enlistment.     

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: Nov. /Dec. 1808-April 1812 (Spent in Confinement) 

 
 

Private John Coghlan (Coglin).  John Coghlan enlisted on 16 May 1806 for five years.  Work abstracts for the 

factory indicate that Coghlan worked as laborer receiving ten cents per day for three days between January and 
March 1810.  He was employed as a carpenter working on the powder magazine for 16 1/2 days between January 
and May 1811.  A receipt dated 18 May 1811 showed Coghlan being paid for 11 1/2 days’ work on the factory 

building at the standard fourteen cents per day.  Coghlan was paid seventy-five cents per day for an additional 
three days “work on [a] writing desk” for John Johnson, probably after his discharge, which he received on 16 

May 1811. 
  *Note: In an interesting side note, on 1 December 1812 a John Coghlan enlisted in Captain Samuel Price's 

Company, Light Artillery Regiment, possibly at Fort Massac in southern Illinois.  In early January 1813 Coghlan 

requested a discharge because he had inherited between $20-30,000 from his father.  He wished to hire a substitute 
to replace himself.  Captain Price commented to the secretary of war in favor of Coghlan that he, Coghlan, had 
“already served a term of five years in the American service and obtained an honorable discharge.”  Did Coghlan 

receive his discharge?  Was this the same John Coghlan from Stark's Company? So far we do not know, but 
research will continue. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-May 1811 
 

 

Private George Conner.  George Conner (b. 1785, Prince George County, MD—d. 1815, Detroit, MI) enlisted with 
First Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, Graham's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 1 November 1812 at Fort 

Russell for five years. This enlistment could possibly be an early re-enlistment since the 1
st
 Rifle Regiment was 

created in April 1808 and Conner was certainly old enough (27 years-old) to have already served five years. 
  Conner, a farmer, was described as being 5' 7” tall with blue eyes, red hair and a fair complexion.  On 26 June 



1813 he was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He served at the fort until its 

abandonment in November 1813. 
  As a part of Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment Conner fought along the 

Niagara Front in 1814 and was wounded on 19 September at Fort Erie.  He remained hospitalized at Greenbush, 
New York until about March 1815.  He was transferred to Captain Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3

rd
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment and died at Detroit on 2 July 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: Disease @ Detroit) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Sergeant Giles Cook.  Giles Cook enlisted in Captain Edward Strong's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 17 

November 1804 for five years.  By 1806 Cook was serving at Natchitoches guarding the border with Spain.  On 20 

July 1807 Cook was promoted to corporal.  He seems to have spent much of his service at Natchitoches except 
when sent off “on command” as he was in February 1807.  On 19 May 1809 Cook was transferred to Captain Stark 

at Cantonment Columbia Springs near Natchez, Mississippi.  Corporal Cook and eight other enlisted men made up 
Stark's Company and accompanied captain north to Fort Madison, arriving there on 26 August 1809.  Sometime in 
July or August 1809 Cook again was promoted, this time to sergeant.  Sergeant Cook received his discharge at Fort 

Madison on 17 November 1809. 

Military Service: 1804-1809 

  Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1809 

 
 

Private William Cooper.  William Cooper (b. 1794, Montgomery County, MD—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) 
enlisted with Captain Henry Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 2 July 1812 for five years.  The 18 year-old 

Maryland farmer was described as being 5' 6 1/4” tall with hazel eyes, black hair and a light complexion.   
  On 26 June 1813 Cooper was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 

served at the fort its abandonment in November 1813.  He served on the Niagara Front in 1814 and was reported as 
sick at West Cayuga, New York from 2 November to 8 December 1814.  Cooper died a “natural death” at Sackett's 

Harbor, New York on 2 February 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: “Natural Death” @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 
 

Private Michael Coulker.  Michael Coulker (b. 1783, PA—d. 1814, Williamsville, NY) enlisted 19 January 1807 

for five years.  The 23 year-old Pennsylvanian was described as being 6' 2 1/2” tall with hazel eyes and dark hair 
and complexion. 

  Coulker accompanied the expedition north in August 1808.  He worked periodically for the factory as a 

laborer for ten cents a day.  In 1810 he was employed for twenty-three days.  Between January and September 
1811 he labored another seven days.  Coulker re-enlisted at Fort Madison on 18 October 1811 for another five 

years.  Coulker served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813. 
  In 1814 he served along the Niagara Front.  Unfortunately Coulker died of fever at the hospital in 

Williamsville, New York on 24 August 1814. 

Military Service: 1807-1814 (Died: Disease @ Williamsville, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

*Private John Cox.  John Cox (b. ca. 1778—d. 1812, Fort Madison) enlisted on 8 August 1806 for five years.  He 
was approximately 28 years of age, which could indicate that this was a re-enlistment.  Cox was a plasterer and 

spent a good deal of time working for the factory.  It is likely early on in 1809 and the first half of 1810 he was 
employed plastering the fort buildings.  Between July and September 1810 Cox spent 12 days working for the 
factory at fourteen cents per day. From October to December he worked 54 days at the same pay rate.  Once the 

weather warmed Cox plastered for 20 1/2 days for the factory between April and June 1811 again at fourteen cents 
per day.   

  Cox re-enlisted on 15 May 1811 for five more years.  He was killed on 5 September 1812 by a Winnebago 
warrior at the beginning of the siege of Fort Madison as he exited the fort to use the latrine.  The following 
description was given by Lieutenant Hamilton: 



  

One man, who had liberty to go outside upon a necessary occasion, was killed, tomahawked and scalped 

within twenty-five paces of the sentinel who was stationed in a block house, notwithstanding the sentinel 

fired at them...On the morning of the 7
th
, about the first thing that presented to our view was the man’s 

head and heart stuck upon sticks, the head painted after the manner of themselves. 
Military Service: 1806-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-September 1812 (KIA) 

 
 

Private Anthony Cross.  Anthony Cross enlisted for five years on 1 May 1806.  On 17 August 1808 Cross deserted 

from Fort Belle Fontaine with two comrades from Pinkney's Company, Musician Samuel Swift and Private 
William Popano, probably to avoid constructing a factory post in the wilderness.  Cross was finally arrested and 
had the eight months and nineteen days he was gone added to his term of service.  Nothing is known of the fates of 

his fellow deserters.  Cross was serving at Fort Madison by July or August 1809. 
  In 1810 Cross was recorded as having worked six days as a common laborer for the factory earning sixty 

cents.  In 1811 he was employed a further five days at ten cents per day.  Cross found a much more lucrative way 
to earn extra money.  On 25 September 1811 John Johnson paid him $16 for eight pounds of “good Beaver fur” 
that Cross had apparently trapped in his off time.  On 11 January 1812 Cross was charged with refusing to go on a 

fatigue detail.  He pleaded not guilty.  The court found him guilty but because he had reported to the sergeant that 
he was ill before he had been assigned to the fatigue detail he was acquitted and released.  Cross was discharged at 
the end of his term of service on 18 January 1812. 

Military Service: 1806-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: July/August 1809-January 1812 
 

 

 

Musician John Dawson.  John Dawson enlisted on 23 April 1807 for five years as a fifer.  Dawson came north with 

his company in August 1808 to construct the new factory post.  On 3 August 1809 Dawson was paid $3.00 for six 
days work, “boating, quarrying stone and pressing skins.”  Apparently Dawson was not thrilled with military life 
and somehow (possibly through family connections) obtained a discharge directly from the secretary of war on 3 

August 1809. 

Military Service: 1807-1809 (Discharged by order of the Secretary of War) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-August 1809 
 

 

Private Lemuel Dewey.  Lemuel Dewey enlisted in Captain Edward Strong's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry on 7 

December 1804 for five years.  Dewey served at Natchitoches guarding the border with Spain from 1806 until 

about 1809.  On 19 May 1809 Dewey was transferred to Captain Stark's Company at Cantonment Columbia 
Springs and traveled north with Stark, arriving at Fort Madison on 26 August 1809. 

  Dewey served at Fort Madison until his discharge on 7 December 1809.  He stayed on at the fort working as a 

civilian contractor and was paid on 29 December $15.75 for one month and fifteen days-worth of work for the 
factory. 

  *Note: Dewey may have gone to New York where he could have originally been from following his 

discharge.  More research is needed but the following information appeared in Sarah Dewey's widow's pension file.  
A Lemuel Dewey, 25, enlisted in August 1812 in Captain James Elliot's Company, 3

rd
 U.S. Artillery Regiment for 

eighteen months in Champlain, New York, although, it appears that he may have served less.  Most of his service 
involved garrisoning Burlington, Vermont and Plattsburg, New York.  He later claimed he was discharged in 
August 1813 in Burlington, Vermont but the pension office reported Dewey only served 122 days between 

September and December 1812. 
  After the war, on 28 May 1817 Dewey married Sarah Groat (1801-1882) in Oneida County, New York. By 

about 1850 the Dewey family was living in Wisconsin.  In 1853 Dewey obtained a land warrant for part of the 160 

acres of bounty land he received for enlisting in 1812.  Dewey died in Waupaca, Wisconsin on 24 January 1880. 
Sarah Dewey died two years later. 

Military Service: 1804-1809 & *1812-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1809 
 



 

Private John Donnly (Donnelly).  John Donnly (b. 1788, PA) enlisted on 17 March 1812 with Captain James S. 
Swearingen, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment for five years.  The 24 year-old Pennsylvania farmer was described as 

being 5' 8 1/2” tall with blue eyes and dark hair and complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Donnly was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 

served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he served on the Niagara Front and was 

transferred to Captain John Symmes' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in September of that year.  Donnly was 

recorded as a patient at the hospital at Sackett's Harbor, New York in December 1814 and then at the hospital in 
Williamsville, New York in February 1815.  His company was ordered to Detroit in the summer of 1815 and 

during the march Donnly deserted at Grand River, Ohio on 10 August 1815.   

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Michael Dougherty.  Michael Dougherty (b. 1778, Ireland) enlisted on 3 October 1806 for five years. 
Considering he was about 28 years-old at the time this could be a re-enlistment.  Dougherty was described as being 

5' 8” tall with gray eyes and dark hair and complexion. 
  During 1810 Dougherty was employed by the factory for ten days as a laborer at ten cents a day.  Between 

April and September 1811 he worked an additional 4 1/2 days.  Dougherty re-enlisted for another five years at Fort 

Madison on 15 July 1811 at the age of 33.   He was one of four men under Sergeant Joseph Ozier assigned to 
defend Blockhouse #4 on the ridge above the fort.  On the morning of 5 June 1812 Dougherty was one of the relief 
guard detail caught sleeping in the guardhouse.  He had his whiskey ration stopped for fifteen days and was given 

hard labor for the same period. 
  Dougherty was present at the fort from 1808 until November 1813, when it was abandoned.  He marched east 

in 1814, fighting along the Niagara Front and participated in the American sortie out of Fort Erie on 17 September 
1814. By 1816 Dougherty was stationed at Green Bay, Wisconsin and received his discharge there on 15 July 1816 
due to the expiration of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1806-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 

 
   

Private Robert Dougherty.  Robert Dougherty (b. 1766, Newry, Ireland—d. 1814) enlisted on 20 November 1804 
with Captain Edward Strong's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for five years. This is very likely a re-

enlistment considering he was about 38 years-old at the time.  Dougherty may have already been in the military for 

as much as twenty years prior to this enlistment.  He is another possible candidate for having served in Wayne's 
Legion in the 1790s, but again more research is needed. 

  Dougherty was described as being 5' 6 3/4” tall with black eyes and hair and fair complexion.  By 1806 

Dougherty was stationed with Strong's Company at Natchitoches guarding the border with Spain.  By early 1809 
he was at Cantonment Columbia Springs and in May of that year was transferred to Captain Stark's Company.  
Dougherty was one of the nine men making up Stark's Company at that time who accompanied Captain Stark to 

his new posting at Fort Madison. 
  On 20 September 1809 Dougherty re-enlisted at the fort for another five years.  Work abstracts for the factory 

show Dougherty working two days in 1811 as a laborer receiving ten cents per day.  The 45 year-old Irishman 
apparently had trouble with alcohol.  On 2 January 1812 Dougherty was arrested for being intoxicated when he 
was called for duty.  On 5 January he received twenty days hard labor and confinement.  Interestingly his hard 

labor assignment was “as a standing cook for his [barracks] room.”   
  Dougherty was assigned as a gunner in one of the front two blockhouses.  On 17 July 1813 he received a 

promotion to corporal.  On 21 September Dougherty was attacked by Private James White who called him “a 

damned Old Rascal” (Dougherty was about 47) and tried to strike him.  White was arrested and punished (see 
Private James White below).  On 29 October 1813 Dougherty was demoted and had his whiskey ration withheld 
for two weeks for being intoxicated and unfit for duty while Corporal of the Boat Guard.  Dougherty withdrew 

with the garrison in November 1813, but unfortunately died on 10 April 1814. 

Military Service: 1804-1814 (Died: Disease) 

Service at Fort Madison: August 1809-November 1813 
 



 

 

Private William Elliot.  William Elliot (b. 1787, NY) enlisted for five years on 3 February 1807 at about the age of 
19.  The young New Yorker was described as being 5' 7” tall with black eyes and hair and a fair complexion. 

  Apparently Elliot was not excited about the prospect of constructing a fort in the wilderness.  On 2 August 
1808 he and Private Thomas Faulkner (see below) deserted from Fort Belle Fontaine.  Both men were arrested and 

held at Fort Belle Fontaine until November 1808 when they were sent to Fort Belle Vue (Madison).  Elliot had 
twenty-two days added to his term of service and received $18.67 worth of stoppages to his pay to cover the 
expenses incurred during his apprehension. 

  In 1810 Elliot worked 40 1/2 days for the factory earning ten cents per day.  In 1811 he was again employed 
as a laborer for ten cents a day and worked for another 16 days.  Elliot re-enlisted on 24 November 1811 for 
another five years.  He was one of the four men under Sergeant Joseph Ozier assigned to defend Blockhouse #4 on 

the ridge above the fort. 
  Elliot was arrested for “rioting in the Barrack Room on the evening” of 26 September 1813.  Elliot pleaded 

not guilty but the court ruled against him and sentenced him to two hours on the wooden horse with one hour's 
intermission.  Fortunately for him “from circumstances appearing before this Court in his favor, [the Court] 
recommend a remission of his punishment to the Commanding Officer.”  Lieutenant Hamilton agreed with the 

Garrison Court's recommendation and Elliot was released without punishment.  On 22 October Elliot lost his 
bayonet and was required to pay for it at the cost of $2.00.  He also had his whiskey ration stopped for one week. 

  Elliot helped defend the fort until its abandonment in November 1813 and then returned to St. Louis with the 

rest of the garrison.  In 1814 he headed to the Niagara Front with his company and participated in the expedition to 
the Chippewa River from Fort Erie in October. In late 1815 Elliot was transferred to Captain John Greene's 

Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Elliot received his discharge on 24 November 1816. 

Military Service: 1807-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 
 

*Corporal William Elsey.  William Elsey (b. 1785, VA—d. 1813, Fort Madison) enlisted with Captain James S. 

Swearingen, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment in Chillicothe, Ohio on 11 April 1812 for five years.  The 27 year-old 

Virginia shoemaker was described as being 5' 9” tall with dark eyes, sandy hair, and a light complexion.  In June 
1813 Elsey joined other 1

st
 U.S. Infantry replacements at Fort Belle Fontaine under Second Lieutenant John Shaw, 

1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for deployment to Fort Madison.  Elsey arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He was 

given command of the outer western blockhouse that guarded the mouth of the ravine on 15 July 1813.  The next 
morning the outpost was overrun by Winnebago, Sac and Menominee warriors and Elsey and his three comrades 

were killed. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: 6-16 July 1813 (Replacement) (KIA) 
 

 

 

*Private Thomas Faulkner.  Thomas Faulkner (b. 1783, Ireland—d. 1813, Fort Madison) was about 23 years-old 

when he enlisted on 15 February 1807 for five years.  The young Irishman was described as being 5' 9 1/2” tall 
with blue eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion. Faulkner apparently had no interest in helping establish a 
trading post on the upper Mississippi River, for he deserted on 2 August 1808 with Private William Elliot (see 

above).  He was arrested twenty-two days later and had his term of service extended that amount of time and had 
$18.67 taken out of his pay, to cover the “expenses incurred in his apprehension.”  Faulkner was sent to Fort Belle 

Vue in November 1808 where his sentence was carried out, which likely also included flogging.  Throughout 1810 
Faulkner was employed for only four days at the factory for which he received ten cents per day as a common 
laborer. He worked only two days for John Johnson in 1811 as a laborer earning twenty cents. 

  Faulkner re-enlisted at Fort Madison on Christmas Day 1811 for an additional five years.  He was arrested on 
the evening of 28 January 1812 for “intoxication when for Guard.”  He pleaded not guilty but was convicted and 
received forty lashes at Evening Parade on 29 January after which he was released.  Unfortunately Faulkner was 

killed by attacking Winnebago, Sac and Menominee warriors on 16 July 1813, while defending the outer western 
blockhouse at Fort Madison. 

Military Service: 1807-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: November 1808-July 1813 (KIA) 



 

 

Private William Fegan.  William Fegan (b. 1780, York County, PA—d. 1814, Williamsville, NY) enlisted on 23 
May 1807 for five years in New Port, New Jersey with Ensign Jacob W. Albright, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.   

Based upon his age, about 27, and the year this could have been a re-enlistment.  Fegan was described as being 5' 
10” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion.   

  For some unknown reason Fegan is listed on the September-October 1808 muster roll as “Under Stoppages, 
$19.33.”  Many times this indicates a desertion or damage to government property caused by carelessness or 
vandalism on the part of a soldier.  Fegan's term of service was not extended, which may indicate he did not desert 

but simply damaged some public property but it is difficult to say.  If he did desert it would have been sometime 
probably in September 1808 after the company had arrived at the Des Moines Rapids and comparing the amount 
of the stoppages with those applied to Privates Elliot and Faulkner (see above) for their desertion attempt, it is 

likely he was gone longer than twenty-two days.  Such a long time would make it seem strange that his original 
term of service was not extended.  Therefore it is most likely that he damaged some government property placed in 

his care and was being punished by paying for it. 
  Beginning on the November-December 1808 muster roll and continuing until at least June 1810, Fegan was 

listed as “Unfit for Service.”  The May-June 1809 muster roll elaborated on his affliction, recording him as 

“Ruptured.”  This likely indicates he was injured with a hernia, probably while employed in cutting and moving 
the heavy timbers needed for the construction of the fort.   Strangely, upon Captain Stark's consolidation of the 
company in October 1810, Fegan was suddenly no longer listed as unfit for service.  This makes one wonder about 

the real nature of his injury. 
  Interestingly (although perhaps not surprisingly) Fegan does not appear on the work abstracts for the factory 

in 1810 and 1811.  On 5 November 1811 Fegan finally received his deferred enlistment bounty of $6.00.  
Amazingly, after spending about a year and half unfit for duty, Fegan was allowed to re-enlist on 24 May 1812, the 
day after he was discharged, for an additional five years.  Fegan served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in 

November 1813. In 1814 he served on the Niagara Front and died a “Natural Death” at the military hospital in 
Williamsville, New York on 25 December 1814. 

Military Service: 1807-1814 (Died: “Natural Death” @ Williamsville, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 
 

Private William Field.  William Field (b. 1784, Berks County, PA—*d. 1872, Erie County, PA) enlisted in 
Washington, Kentucky with Captain Henry Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 16 May 1812 for five years.  The 

28 year-old, Pennsylvania blacksmith was described as being 5' 10” tall with blue eyes, dark hair and a light 

complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Field was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  Field 

served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  Field fought along the Niagara River in 1814 
with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment and remained in that unit for most of 1815. 

He was transferred to Captain Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment and was listed as on 

command at Fort Wayne, Indiana from December 1815 until February 1816.  Field next marched to Detroit where 
he spent most of 1816 and 1817.  In early 1817 he moved to Fort Dearborn (Chicago) where he was discharged 
due to the expiration of his enlistment on 16 May 1817.  He appears to have received, or at least applied for, a 

pension. 
  *Note:  A rather confused widow's pension file exists for an Esther Field, widow of a William S. Field.  

According to that file, in the spring of 1845 Field married Esther Dodge in Erie County, Pennsylvania.  Whether 
this was a second marriage is unknown.  Field applied for a land bounty warrant for military service in Captain 
Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3

rd
 U.S. Infantry and was apparently turned down (probably because that unit did 

not exist during the War of 1812 and by using its post-war identity Field confused the Pension Office), although 
his wife claimed he received the land and a pension, when she applied for a widow's pension.  Field died about 1 
September 1872 in Erie County, Pennsylvania.  This is likely Private Field from Stark's Company but more 

research is needed to confirm this for sure. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 
 

 



Private Robert Finney.  Robert Finney enlisted in Lancaster, Pennsylvania with Ensign Thomas Clements, 2
nd

 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment on 23 January 1807 for five years.  On 1 August 1808 he was recorded as having joined Pinkney's 
Company at Fort Belle Fontaine “from the Detachment.”  What detachment that was is unclear.  Finney was a 
carpenter by trade was used extensively on the factory building and probably the fort as well.  Beginning with the 

November-December 1808 muster roll and continuing until at least June 1810 Finney was listed as “Unfit for Service.”  
The May-June 1809 muster roll reveals that he had lost an eye, probably to an accident, perhaps the same incident that 

injured Private Fegan (see above). 
 Again, as with Private Fegan, upon the consolidation of the company under Captain Stark in October 1810 
Fegan is no longer listed as unfit for service.  This change in status probably came as no surprise to Finney.  Factory 

work abstracts show that in 1810, despite being unfit for service, he was employed for a total of 199 days earning ten 
to fourteen cents per day.  Between January and June 1811 Finney was employed another 29 1/2 days helping to 
construct the powder magazine at fourteen cents per day.  On 5 November 1811 Finney finally received his deferred 

bounty of $6.00.  Finney was discharged on 23 January 1812 because of the expiration of his term of service.  He 
stayed on working at the fort as a civilian follower of the army until at least the end of March, possibly due to the 

Winnebago attacks on the fort in March and April. 
 *Note:  A Robert Finney enlisted with Captain William Allen's Company, 24

th
 Infantry Regiment, which was 

stationed in the St. Louis area, on 13 July 1813 for the duration of the war.  Another Robert Finney served in Colonel 

Alexander McNair's Regiment, Missouri Militia.  It is unclear if these men are all the same Robert Finney.  Again 
more research is needed. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-January 1812 
 

 

Private John Fitzgibbon[s].  John Fitzgibbon (b. 1785, Cork County, Ireland) enlisted 26 January 1807 for five 
years.  The 22 year-old Irishman was described as being 5' 8” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion.   

  Fitzgibbon, a stone cutter by trade, was employed heavily by the factory in 1810 working 42 days overall and 

earning ten to fourteen cents per day.  Interestingly the factory work abstracts for 1811 do not show him working 
for the Indian Office at all during that year.  Fitzgibbon received his discharge on 26 January 1812 but remained on 

the duty rosters until 27 February.  Sometime after that he returned to St. Louis. 
  On 17 May 1812 Fitzgibbon enlisted for five years in Captain Simon Owens' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment.  Unfortunately for the young Irishman he was sent back to Fort Madison in September 1812 as one of 

the re-enforcements sent to relieve the besieged garrison.  Fitzgibbon was arrested on the night of 7 November 
1812 and charged with neglect of duty for sitting down while on guard in Blockhouse #2.  He was found guilty and 
sentenced to twelve hours in the stocks by his neck and one hand.  His sentence was carried out starting at 2:00 PM 

on 9 November.  Fitzgibbon returned to Fort Belle Fontaine in November 1812 and by December was on 
command with Private Alexander McDonald, Owens' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry, at Kaskaskia, Illinois.   

  Fitzgibbon fought on the Niagara Front in 1814 and was transferred to Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 
1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment by 1815.  On the 30 June 1815 return Fitzgibbon was listed as “present, unfit for 

service.”  He was discharged at Sackett's Harbor, New York on 5 July 1815 because of disability.  He received a 

pension later. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 & 1812-1815 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-January 1812 & September-November 1812 

 
 

Private John Folk.  John Folk (b. 1776, Lancaster, PA) enlisted on 22 June 1812 for five years with Second 
Lieutenant Samuel Kercheval, 7

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in Ohio.  Considering his age (36) and the fact that war 

had been declared on Britain four days earlier, it is likely Folk enlisted on a patriotic whim.  The Pennsylvania 

born laborer was described as being 5' 5” tall with blue eyes and dark hair and complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Folk was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  

Folk served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Unfortunately by the end of April 1814 he was 

listed as “unfit for service” and was subsequently discharged on 31 May 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 
 
 



Private John Francis.  John Francis (b. 1789, Loudoun County, VA—d. 1815, Detroit, MI) enlisted with Second 

Lieutenant Samuel Kercheval, 7
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 11 May 1812 in Ohio.  Francis was a 23 year-old 
Virginia shoemaker, described as being 5' 6” tall with gray eyes, black hair and a dark complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Francis was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He next fought on the Niagara Front in 1814 and was 
transferred to Captain John Symmes' Company, 1

st
 Infantry Regiment on 17 September while serving at Fort Erie. 

Francis participated in the expedition to the Chippewa River in October.  By early 1815 he was in the hospital at 
Sackett's Harbor, New York.  Once he had recovered he marched to Detroit where he died as a result of a fall on 11 
December 1815, perhaps in the same accident in which Corporal Frost was injured (see below). 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: Accident @ Detroit) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Corporal Joseph F. Frost.  Joseph F. Frost (b. 1784, Dutchess County, NY) had originally enlisted in the 1
st
 U.S. 

Rifle Regiment on 29 April 1812 for five years under First Lieutenant (later Captain) Thomas Ramsey in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  Frost was transferred to Stark's Company on 26 June 1813 while stationed at Fort (Camp) 
Russell, Illinois Territory, arriving at Fort Madison on 6 July.   

  The 28 year-old, New York farmer was described as being 5' 7” with gray eyes and fair hair and complexion.  
Frost served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He was transferred to Captain John 

Symmes' Company, 1
st
 Infantry, and served along the Niagara Front in 1814.  Corporal Frost received his discharge 

at Detroit in May 1816 “due to a fall received in the line of duty,” which may have occurred on 11 December 1815 
(see Private John Francis above). 

Military Service: 1812-1816 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

 

Private James Galloway.  James Galloway (b. 1780, Tyrone, Ireland) enlisted on 6 March 1807 for five years in 
New Port, New Jersey with Ensign Jacob W. Albright, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Galloway was described as 

being 5' 10” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. 

  By the summer of 1808 Galloway had been promoted to sergeant.  On 15 February 1810 he was demoted to 
private for an unknown offense.  Galloway worked two days between July and December 1810 and received 

twenty cents pay.  He was employed for five days as a laborer between January and September 1811 earning fifty 
cents.  On 5 November Galloway finally received his deferred enlistment bounty of $6.00.  The 31 year-old 
Irishman re-enlisted on 27 December 1811 at Fort Madison for five more years.   

  In January 1812 Galloway was assigned as a gunner in one of the two front blockhouses.  On 17 July 1813 he 
was promoted back to sergeant retroactively to 1 July.  Galloway was present at the fort from its construction until 
its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he served on the Niagara Front.  He was discharged on 27 December 

1816 while serving at the rebuilt Fort Dearborn (Chicago). 

Military Service: 1807-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private John Garrett.  John Garrett enlisted on 27 January 1807 for five years.  Factory abstracts indicate that 
Garrett was employed 63 days in 1810 as a laborer at ten cents per day.  He worked an additional 50 1/4 days in 

1811 as a laborer and quarrying stone on the Illinois side of the river again for ten cents per day.  Garrett was 
discharged at the end of his term of service on 27 January 1812.  He remained on the fort's duty roster until 27 
February, shortly after which he likely returned to St. Louis. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-January 1812 
 

 

Private Eli T. Goddard.  Eli T. Goddard (b. 1787, Pendleton County, [West] VA—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) 
enlisted with Second Lieutenant Samuel Kercheval, 7

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 13 June 1812 in Ohio.  Goddard, 

a carpenter from Virginia, was described as being 5' 8 1/2” tall with gray eyes, sandy hair and a fair complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Goddard was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  



He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Goddard served on the Niagara Front in 1814 and 

was transferred to Captain John Symmes' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry in September 1814.  He was hospitalized in 

December at Sackett's Harbor, New York and died of fever there on 2 February 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: Disease @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

*Private Daniel Gorry.  Daniel Gorry (d. 1811, Fort Madison) enlisted in St. Louis with Surgeon's Mate Robert 
Simpson on 26 June 1811. Unfortunately he died during the malaria outbreak at the fort sometime between 

September and November 1811.  The only record of his death was a note written on the side of a District Pay 
Return indicating that he had died and that his deferred bounty needed to be returned. 

Military Service: June-September/November 1811 

Service at Fort Madison: July-September/November 1811 (Died: Disease) 
 

 

Sergeant Patrick Griffin.  Patrick Griffin enlisted on 12 January 1807 for five years.  By at least the summer of 
1808 he had been made a sergeant.  On 8 September 1810 Griffin was demoted for some reason back to the rank of 

private, but by the end of the year he again was promoted to sergeant.  On the morning of 2 January 1812, Sergeant 
Griffin was arrested for “abusing a soldier by striking him with a shovel.”  Griffin pleaded not guilty and the court 

martial did find him guilty of striking a soldier with a shovel but acquitted him because “it was Done in Self 
Defence [sic].” 

  Strangely no soldier was charge for attacking Griffin violently enough to warrant a beating with a shovel.  I 

believe the soldier in question may have been an insane private being held in the guardhouse named Jacob Clinger 
(see above).  It is possible Clinger had been taken out on a work detail and the assault occurred but because of his 
mental condition nothing was done to him. 

   After his discharged on 12 January 1812 he remained working at the fort until 7 February.  Griffin was 
arrested and held in the guardhouse 5-6 February for unknown reasons.  A few days later, he accompanied George 
Hunt, Alexander Willard (the express to Prairie du Chien), and John Gates (Fort Madison's interpreter) to St. Louis.  

He, with his companions, traveled up the ice of the Mississippi River.  The group was fired upon by hostile 
Kickapoo warriors near the Salt River and pursued part of the way toward St. Louis by these Indians. The men 

were some of the first to discover the massacred O'Neil family before finally reaching St. Louis. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-January 1812 
 

 

 

Sergeant Frederick Guntrum.  Frederick Guntrum enlisted on 15 August 1806 for five years.  By the summer of 
1808 Guntrum had been promoted to corporal.  In August 1808 he was given command of a detachment to pursue 

the company's deserters.  He arrived at Fort Belle Vue sometime in November or December 1808.  On 1 January 
1809 Guntrum was promoted to sergeant, a rank he held until his discharge on 15 August 1811. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: November/December 1808-August 1811 
 

 
 

Private Jeremiah Hamilton.  Jeremiah Hamilton (b. 1786, Munster, Ireland) enlisted with Captain Henry Graham, 

1
st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment in Washington, Kentucky for five years on 27 May 1812.  Hamilton, a 26 year-old, Irish 

laborer, was described as being 5' 6” tall with blue eyes, dark hair, and a light complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Hamilton was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He served in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 
1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on the Niagara Front in 1814.  Hamilton was hospitalized due to illness at Brownsville, 

New York from 28 October 1814 until 2 February 1815.  In December 1815 he was transferred into Captain 

Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  After his release from the hospital he accompanied his 
unit to Fort Dearborn (Chicago) where he was discharged on 27 May 1817, having served his five years. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 



 

 

Private Christopher Hays.  Christopher Hays enlisted on 26 January 1807 for five years.  Very little is known about 
Hays.  In October 1809 he was listed “as on command with Lieut. Pryor,” probably at Fort Belle Fontaine.  Hays 

only appears once on a factory work abstract for April-June 1811 having worked one day as laborer for ten cents. 
The duty roster for January 1812 indicates Hays was designated a waiter for one of the officers for much of that 

month.  He was discharged at the end of his term of service on 26 January 1812 but remained on the duty rosters 
through the end of February. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-January 1812 
 

 

Private John Henderson.  John Henderson (b. 1793, NC) enlisted in St. Louis on 30 March 1811 for five years 

with Second Lieutenant Robert C. Page, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment. Henderson was an 18 year-old laborer 

from North Carolina described as being 5' 9” tall with gray eyes, light hair and a light complexion.  

Henderson received the second half of his enlistment bounty in October 1811 and then sometime in 

November or December he deserted.  He was gone four months and five days before he was arrested.  

Henderson returned to duty at the fort on 1 May 1812.   

  He was arrested for lying down while on guard in Blockhouse #2 on the night of 7 October 1812. He 

was sentenced to twelve hours in the stocks by his neck and one hand.  Three days later Henderson was 

arrested for sleeping while on guard in Blockhouse #1.  Sleeping on guard duty had been made a capital 

offense at the fort on 9 October thus Henderson was sent in chains to Fort Belle Fontaine to face a General 

Court Martial in November.  A General Court Martial could not be convened so Henderson was returned to 

Fort Madison where he faced a Garrison trial on 11 May 1813.  Because a Garrison Court could not try a 

capital case the officers at the fort were ordered to alter the charges against Henderson so that they could try 

him. Henderson was charged with “sitting or laying down” on guard and received the unbelievable sentence 

of 60 hours on the wooden horse, one hour every four, and was given hard labor and confinement for one 

month.   

  Unfortunately this was not the end of Henderson's troubles.  On 28 August 1813 he was charged with 

“losing a Musket (completely) the property of the United States.”  Henderson was sentenced to ride the 

wooden horse for three quarters of an hour and pay for the lost weapon, $16, or two months pay. 

  Henderson remained at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He served with Captain 

Hamilton's Company, last appearing on a muster roll on 30 April 1814.  Henderson deserted sometime after 

that date and apparently was never apprehended. 

Military Service: 1811-1814 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: April 1811-November 1813 
 

 

 

Corporal James Henry.  James Henry (b. 1783, Louisiana Territory) enlisted on 1 March 1808 at the age of 23 for 

five years as a drummer.  At 28 years-old the Louisiana Territory native re-enlisted at Fort Madison on 1 January 1813 
for five years.  Henry was described as being 5' 6” tall with gray eyes, dark hair and a light complexion.   
 On 5 January 1813, Henry was promoted to corporal, effective 1 January.  Henry was charged with neglect of 

duty on 17 September 1813, while commanding the guard detail, for “not reporting the anchor of the armed boat [was] 
in bad order [on the morning of the 15

th
], and saying to one of the guard, it will do my turn.”  Due to his “General 

good Character” he was shown clemency and not punished.   
 Henry served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he fought on the Niagara 
Front in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Henry was discharged from Captain 

Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment at Fort Dearborn (Chicago) on 1 January 1818. 

Military Service: 1808-1818 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

 

 



Private Thomas Howard.  Thomas Howard enlisted on 10 March 1805 in Captain Russell Bissell's Company, 1
st
 

U.S. Infantry Regiment for five years.  He deserted from Kaskaskia, Illinois Territory on 27 July 1805 and was tried 
on 5 September 1805 and sentenced to 100 lashes and to make good two days lost due to his desertion.  By April 1806 
Howard was serving in Captain Meriwether Lewis' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry at St. Louis,  During the war scare with 

Spain, Howard was transferred to Captain Edward Strong's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment and was stationed at 

Natchitoches by 30 June 1806. 

 In May 1809 Howard was transferred to Captain Stark's Company at Cantonment Columbia Springs, 
Mississippi Territory.  He traveled north with Stark to Fort Madison, arriving there on 26 August 1809.  Howard 
appears on a factory work abstract for January-March 1810 as having worked three days at cents per day.  Howard 

was discharged on 11 March 1810, oddly having only served one extra day instead of the two he was sentenced to 
because of his desertion attempt in 1805. 

Military Service: 1805-1810 

Service at Fort Madison: August 1809-March 1810 

 
 

 

Private Jesse Hyatt.  Jesse Hyatt (b. 1791, Brooke County, [West] VA) enlisted on 4 May 1812 with Captain Henry 
Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment, for five years.  The 21 year-old, Virginia born boatman was described as being 5' 10 

1/2” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. 

 On 26 June 1813 Hyatt was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. He 
served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813. Hyatt served on the Niagara Front in 1814.  By 
August 1815 he was serving in Captain William Christian's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Hyatt was 

hospitalized due to illness from December 1815 until October 1816.  Once he had recovered he served until his 
enlistment expired on 4 May 1817 when he was honorably discharged. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private John Hymes.   John Hymes (b. 1781, NY—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) had already served for six years 

    prior to his arrival at Fort Madison, having enlisted on 11 August 1803 in Captain E. Strong's Company, 1
st
 U.S.    

    Infantry Regiment at the age of 22.  He served in Natchitoches from 30 June 1806 until December 1808.  The New   
    Yorker re-enlisted on 19 May 1809 at Cantonment Columbia Springs near Fort Adams in the Mississippi Territory.   
    Hymes was described as being 5' 10 1/2” tall with gray eyes, sandy hair and a fair complexion.   

 He was transferred to Captain Stark's Company on 30 June 1809 and accompanied Stark north to Fort 
     Madison.  In 1810 he was employed for 12 1/2 days at the factory at ten cents per day.  In 1811 he worked for two 

     days as a laborer, again at the rate of ten cents per day.   
 Hymes was arrested on the evening of 11 March 1812 for “intoxication when for duty and abusive language 

to the Sergt. of the guard when questioning him relative to his Duty.”  Hymes pleaded guilty and received forty 

lashes at Evening Roll Call on 12 March and was ordered held and “punished as the case may require until he 
gives a Satisfactory account [of] where he got the Liquor to intoxicate him.”  Hymes reported the next day that he 
had obtained the quart of brandy from the post's ration sub-contractor, Archibald McNabb.  Hymes was released. 

 On the morning of 5 June 1812 Hymes was one of the relief guard detail caught sleeping in the guardhouse.  
He had his whiskey ration stopped for fifteen days and put at hard labor for the same period.   

  Hymes re-enlisted on 9 February 1813 for another five years.  He was arrested again and tried on 11 May 
1813 for allowing two soldiers to fight within twenty paces of Blockhouse #4, where he was stationed as a guard, 
without reporting the incident to the non-commissioned officer of the guard.  Hymes pleaded not guilty but was 

convicted and received ten days hard labor and confinement.   
 Hymes served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He marched with Hamilton's 
Company to the Niagara Front in 1814.  Hymes died on 9 May 1815 near Sackett's Harbor, New York of diarrhea, 

a sad ending for such a dedicated professional soldier. 

Military Service: 1803-1815 (Died: Disease near Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1809-November 1813 

 
 
 

 



*Corporal George Ilginfritz.  George Ilginfritz (d. 1809, Fort Madison) enlisted on 16 September 1806 for five 

years.  Ilginfritz sailed north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808.  He helped with initial construction of Fort 
Belle Vue.  Unfortunately the corporal fell ill by December 1808 and never recovered.  He died in March or April 
1809 at Fort Belle Vue. 

Military Service: 1806-1809 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-March/April 1809 (Died: Disease) 

 
 

Private John Jobes.  John Jobes (b. 1791, Trenton, NJ) enlisted in Chillicothe, Ohio on 25 March 1812 with Captain 

James S. Swearingen, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment, for five years.  The 21 year-old, New Jersey born millwright was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with hazel eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion. 
 On 26 June 1813 Jobes was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. 

Jobes served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  By the summer of 1814 Jobes was fighting on the 
Niagara Front.  He was wounded at Fort Erie in September 1814 and was hospitalized because of his wound at 
Williamsville, New York from 19 September 1814 until 2 February 1815.  He was discharged from Captain Hezekiah 

Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment at Fort Dearborn (Chicago) on 25 March 1817 due to the expiration of 
his term of service. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private William Jones.  William Jones (b. 1784, PA—d. 1816, Fort Wayne, IN), a 27 year-old carpenter from 

Pennsylvania, enlisted for five years at Fort Madison on 24 June 1811 with Captain Stark.  Jones was described as 
being 5' 10” tall with blue eyes, light hair and a fair complexion. 

  Jones was promoted to corporal sometime in late 1811.  Apparently he enjoyed his alcohol for the corporal 

was arrested on the morning of 1 January 1812 for intoxication when called for guard duty.  Jones pleaded guilty 
and was demoted to private sentinel on the 2

nd
.  He was arrested again on 15 April 1812 for intoxication and 

“abusing James Galloway a Private” while on garrison police duty.  He pleaded not guilty but was found guilty and 

sentenced to thirty lashes.  Fortunately for Jones, Captain Stark remitted the sentence on the recommendation of 
the court.  On the morning of 22 May 1812 Jones was arrested for lying down on guard duty while posted in 
Blockhouse 4.  He received fifty lashes on his bare back at noon on the 22

nd
.  This must have had the desired effect, 

for Jones is not arrested again. 
  Jones continued to serve at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813 and was eventually 

transferred with his company to the Niagara Front.  In October 1814 he was part of the expedition from Fort Erie 
to the Chippewa River.  After the war Jones was shuffled around among different companies and posts until he 
finally ended up at Fort Wayne where he died on 12 February 1816. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 (Died: Disease @ Fort Wayne) 

Service at Fort Madison: June 1811-November 1813 
 

 

*Sergeant Samuel Keeley.  Sergeant Samuel Keeley (d. 1808, Fort Belle Vue) enlisted as a private on 23 February 

1807 for five years.  Keeley was promoted to corporal on 1 July 1808 and shortly thereafter, on 1 August, to 
sergeant.  Keeley was arrested on 15 July and charged with “Intoxication and neglect of duty when orderly for the 
Commanding Officer [Colonel Thomas Hunt, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry].”  Keeley was found guilty of intoxication and was 

to be reduced in rank but the court decided to take “into consideration his determination to refrain from spirituous 
liquor and his good conduct for several months past,” and beg “leave to recommend him to the Commanding 
Officer to be restored [to his rank].” Colonel agreed with the court's assessment and stated, “the Col. forgives him 

[Keeley] in full confidence that he will stand by and not forget his determination [to abstain from alcohol].”  

  Keeley sailed north with the expedition to construct Fort Madison in August 1808.  Unfortunately he appears 
to be the first soldier to die at the new post.  Sergeant Keeley died on 12 October 1808. 

Military Service: 1807-1808 

Service at Fort Madison: September-October 1808 (Died: Disease) 
 

 

Private John Keene.  John Keene, a carpenter by trade, enlisted on 15 March 1807 for five years.  On 1 January 
1809 he was promoted to corporal.  For unknown reasons in early 1811 he was demoted.  Between January and 



March 1811 he worked 27 1/2 days as a “carpenter for [the] F. House” at the rate of fourteen cents per day.  During 

July, August and September he again was employed by John Johnson as a carpenter for an additional 18 1/2 days 
earning $2.59. 

  Following his discharge on 15 March 1812 Keene remained at Fort Madison working for the army and 
factory as a civilian contractor.  This decision may have been in part because of the Winnebago threat to the fort. 
Keene did eventually return to St. Louis and in August 1812 enlisted in Captain William O. Allen's Company, 24

th
 

U.S. Infantry for 18 months.  He served primarily at St. Genevieve and Fort Belle Fontaine.  Keene was discharged 
in February 1814.  So far no conclusive evidence exists that John Keene and Josiah Keene were related but it is 
very likely that they were (see Josiah Keene). 

Military Service: March 1807-March 1812 & August 1812-February 1814 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-March 1812 

 

 

Private Josiah Keene.  Josiah Keene (b. ca. 1791-2, Essex County, NJ) had originally enlisted in Captain E. B. 
Clemson's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry on 14 April 1807 for five years.  The 16 year-old New Jersey laborer was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with hazel eyes, black hair and a fair complexion.  In the Registers of Enlistment 

Keene is listed as being 19 years-old, but as late as February 1812 he is listed as one of the “boys” in Stark's 
Company, indicating that he was under the age of 21, thus he apparently lied when he enlisted.  He transferred to 
Captain Ninian Pinkney's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry on 1 August 1808, just in time to proceed with First 

Lieutenant Alpha Kingsley's expedition to establish Fort Madison.   
  Keene and Musician Charles Allen deserted on 2 July 1810 but surrendered to their pursuers on 6 July. Both 

men were sentenced to fifty lashes and to “make good the time lost by their absence, reimburse all expenses.” 

Keene and Allen were pardoned from the corporal punishment but were subject to their “last 80 days [being] put 
under stoppages.”  Keene also had two days added to his term of service. 

  It does not appear that Keene did much work for the factory.  Between July and September 1810 he received 
ten cents for one day's labor for the factory.  No other receipts name him specifically although it is possible he 
could have been part of fatigue details, of which John Johnson gave no names. 

  Keene was arrested on 19 February 1812 for supporting Nicholas Boilvin in an argument with Sergeant 
Joseph Ozier.  Keene, who apparently was very ill (he is listed as sick from January to March) was taken from his 
sick bed and given forty lashes for “Disrespect toward Sergt. [Joseph Ozier].” 

  Keene was discharged on 16 April 1812.  He enlisted for five years on 1 August 1812 with Captain William O. 
Allen's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry and served throughout the war in that company.  He was discharged on 1 

August 1817.  Josiah was likely related to John, either a brother or son, but it is unknown today (see John Keene). 

Military Service: April 1807-April 1812 & August 1812-August 1817 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-April 1812 

 

 

Private Nathan Kelley.  Nathan Kelley (b. 1794, Glades, PA) enlisted for five years on 10 June 1812 with Captain 
Henry Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Kelley, an 18 year-old farmer from Pennsylvania, was 

described as being 5' 8 1/2” tall with blues eyes, sandy hair and a light complexion.   
 On 26 June 1813 Kelley was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. 
He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He accompanied Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment to the New York and fought along the Niagara River in 1814.  On 19 September 1814 he was 
transferred to Captain John Symmes' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment while serving at Fort Erie during the siege. 

He spent time in October in the hospital at Williamsville, New York due to illness.  Sometime in 1814 he was 
promoted to corporal but was demoted in 1815. 
 On 16 February 1815 he was ordered to Buffalo, New York where he was transferred back to the 1

st
 U.S. 

Rifle Regiment.  He remained a rifleman until his discharge at Fort Belle Fontaine (St. Louis) on 10 June 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement)     
 

 

Private Michael Keough.  Michael Keough (b. 1775, Dublin, Ireland) enlisted for five years on 7 February 1807. 
Once again, considering he was about 31 years-old, this was probably a re-enlistment.  Keough was described as 
being 5' 6” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. 

  Keough does not appear on the factory's work abstracts for 1810 or 1811.  The 36 year-old Irishman re-



enlisted on 26 December 1811 for another five years.  Keough was assigned as a cannoneer on the artillery piece 

positioned in Blockhouse #3 in April 1812.  On the evening of 21 May 1813 Keough was challenged to fight by 
Private Jacob Johnson (see below), Captain Joseph Cross' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery.  Keough apparently did not 

accept the challenge and was not punished.   
  Keough was arrested on 19 October 1813 charged with neglect of duty.  He had been assigned the cook for 

his barracks room that day and apparently did not take food to his mess mates on guard.  “From certain 

circumstances appearing in his favor,” the court continued, “[the court] recommend him to the mercy of his 
commanding officer.”  Keough was acquitted and released from confinement. 

  Keough help defend Fort Madison until November 1813 and then returned to Fort Belle Fontaine.  Keough 

marched with the company to the Niagara Front but fell ill on 24 July 1814 and was confined to the hospital at 
Greenbush, New York.  He was discharged on either the 21

st
 or 22

nd
 April 1815 with a surgeon's certificate stating 

“Old Age” as the reason for his discharge.  Michael Keough would have been about 39 years-old. 

Military Service: 1807-1815 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 
 

Private James Kernon (Kirnon or Kiernon).  James Kernon enlisted on 6 November 1806 for five years in 

Carlisle, Pennsylvania with First Lieutenant James Rhea, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  He was tried on 9 July 1808 

for going absent without leave on the night of 7 July from Fort Belle Fontaine.  Kernon plead guilty and was 
sentenced to three days and three nights in the Black Hole with no subsistence but bread and water and had his 

whiskey ration stopped during that time.  In August 1808 he was part of a detachment commanded by Corporal 
Frederick Guntrum (see Frederick Guntrum above) sent in pursuit of the company's deserters from Fort Belle 

Fontaine.  Kernon arrived at Fort Belle Vue (Madison) sometime in November or December 1808. 
  Factory work abstracts for 1810 indicate Kernon was employed as a laborer for three days at ten cents per day.  

In 1811 he again was employed as a laborer for three days at the same rate as the year before.  On 5 November 

1811 Kernon finally received his deferred enlistment bounty of $6.00.  He was discharged at Fort Madison the next 
day due to the expiration of his term of service. 

  *Note: A James Kernon appears on the roles of Captain Turner Crooker's Company, 9
th

 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment having enlisted on 17 October 1812 for eighteen months.  It is currently unknown if this is the same man. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: Nov. /Dec. 1808-November 1811 
 

 

*Private John King.  John King (d. 1809, Fort Madison) enlisted 1 November 1806 for five years.  This was 
probably a re-enlistment since he seems to have been in his late 30s or early 40s.  On the trip north to build to the 
new factory post, King fell ill.  He recovered briefly but by December 1808 King was listed on the muster roll as 

“Unfit for Service.”  By June 1809 Surgeon's Mate Robert Simpson elaborated describing King as “Unfit for 
Service, Age & General Debility.”  King, still unfit for service, was sick again by August and died on 19 

September 1809 at Fort Madison. 

Military Service: 1806-1809 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-September 1809 (Died: Disease) 

 
 

Private William Koogan.  William Koogan (b. 1777, Northhampton County, PA—d. 1814, Fort Erie, U.C.) enlisted 

with Second Lieutenant James W. Bryson, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 23 April 1812 for five years.  Koogan was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with blue eyes, dark hair and a light complexion.  The 35 year-old Pennsylvanian 
listed his occupation as that of a miller. 

  On 26 June 1813 Koogan was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He marched to New York with Captain Thomas 
Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment and was killed in action during the American sortie out of Fort 

Erie on 17 September 1814.  His family (probably his wife) received a pension for his service. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (KIA: Fort Erie) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

 



*Corporal James Leonard.  James Leonard (d. 1812, Fort Madison) enlisted 26 April 1807 for five years in New 

Port, New Jersey with Ensign Jacob W. Albright, 1
st
 Infantry Regiment, although he had family living in Ohio by 

1812. In the last quarter of 1810 Leonard was hired for one day as laborer at the rate of ten cents.  Between April 
and September 1811 he labored for 3 1/2 days at the same rate.   

  In late 1811 Leonard received a promotion to corporal.  On 5 November 1811 Leonard finally received his 
deferred enlistment bounty of $6.00.  Captain Horatio Stark described him as “a very fine soldier.”  Leonard had 

not re-enlisted as of early March 1812, which may indicate that either he planned to accept his discharge or he was 
undecided.  On 3 March 1812 he was murdered by a Winnebago war party while hunting about a mile from the 
fort.  The following account was given by an officer at the fort: 

 
  This unfortunate young man went from the garrison on the morning of the 3

rd
 inst., and had gone 

but a little more than out of reach of our cannon before he was discovered and pursued by five 

Winnebago Indians, who overtook and shot him with their balls—stabbed and tomahawked him in the 

most shocking manner—mutilating him by cutting off his head and arms and taking out his heart. 

 
  Note:  A Caleb Leonard enlisted in the Chillicothe, Ohio area on 14 July 1812 for five years with Second 

Lieutenant Samuel Kercheval, 7
th

 U.S. Infantry.  It is known that James Leonard had family living in the 
Chillicothe area.  So far no relationship has been established between Caleb and James but it is possible that they 

were related and perhaps Caleb enlisted to avenge James' death.  Caleb served at Fort Meigs in Captain Daniel 
Cushing's Company, 2

nd
 U.S. Artillery.  He was listed as ill by the end of May 1813 and was transported to Upper 

Sandusky because of his health.  He died at Fort Seneca, Ohio in September 1813. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: 1808-1812 (KIA) 
 

 

Private George Linn.  George Linn (b. 1775, Ireland—d. 1816, Grosse Isle, MI) enlisted on 30 May 1806 for five 
years.  This may have been re-enlisted considering he was about 31 years-old.  Linn, a laborer, was described as 

being 5' 7” with gray eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion.   
  Linn was tried at Fort Belle Fontaine on 16 July 1808 for “Intoxication when for Duty” the day before. Linn 

plead guilty only to being intoxicated but not when called for duty.  He was found guilty of the entire charge and 

was sentenced to two days and two nights in the Black Hole with only bread and water.  His whiskey ration was 
also withheld for that time. 

  Linn accompanied his unit north in August 1808 to construct the new factory post.  By October he had 
returned to St. Louis with a detachment led by Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Pryor.  The detachment returned 
sometime in November.  In 1810 Linn was employed heavily by the Indian Office as a laborer, working 86 1/2 

days at ten cents per day.  He worked an additional 11 1/2 days in April and May 1811 as a laborer and quarrying 
stone again at ten cents per day.  Linn was discharged at the end of his term of service on 30 May 1811. 

  On 11 September 1811 Linn re-enlisted in Captain Eli Clemson's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for 

five years at Fort Belle Fontaine.  Linn served at Fort Osage until its abandonment and then as member of Captain 
John C. Symmes' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment participated in the Second Peoria Campaign from 30 

August to 28 November 1813.  He helped construct Fort Clark and fought at the Battle of Fort Clark on 27 
September.  At Fort Belle Fontaine he was arrested and tried for drunkenness on 27 December 1813.  He received 
one week's confinement as his punishment but was released a day early, 1 January 1814, possibly because of the 

New Year. 
  In 1814 he accompanied his unit to New York and served along the Niagara Front.  He fought at the Battle of 

Lundy's Lane, in the siege of Fort Erie and participated in the expedition to the Chippewa River in October. By 

1815 he was stationed at Sackett's Harbor, New York.  In 1816 Linn marched to Detroit and died near there on 
Grosse Isle in the Detroit River on 23 March 1816. 

  Note: So far no relationship has been established between George Linn and Hugh Linn, the soldier murdered 
by Private Jacob Clinger (see Jacob Clinger above). 

Military Service: 1806-1816 (Died: Disease @ Grosse Isle, MI) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-May 1811 
 
 

*Private William Long.  William Long (d. 1811, Fort Madison) likely first enlisted on 29 June 1801 with First 
Lieutenant Ninian Pinkney, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for five years.  He re-enlisted on 10 October 1806 for 



another five years.  Long accompanied Pinkney's Company north in August 1808 to help construct the new factory 

post. 
  Factory work abstracts show that between April and June 1810 Long worked 43 1/2 days for ten cents a day 

and was described as an “artificer,” the generic term for a skilled laborer.  Between January and March 1811 Long 
was hired as a laborer for a whole half a day, receiving five cents for his efforts.  He was employed between April 
and June 1811 for twelve and half cents a day “sawing part of the time.”  This seems to indicate that he was 

probably a sawyer. Unfortunately, shortly before his discharge, sometime between July and September 1811 Long 
died at Fort Madison. 

Military Service: 1801-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-July/Sept. 1811 (Died: Disease) 
 

  

Private George F. Lucus.  George F. Lucus (b. 1794, Indiana Territory), a 17 year-old tailor, enlisted on 5 June 1811 
in St. Louis with Surgeon's Mate Robert Simpson for five years.  He was described as being 5' 6” tall with gray 

eyes, fair hair and a light complexion. 
   In April 1812 Lucus was assigned as a cannoneer on the gun positioned in Blockhouse #3.  He served at Fort 

Madison until November 1813 and then withdrew with the garrison to Fort Belle Fontaine.  On 20 April 1812 
Lucus was found guilty of sitting down at his post while on guard on the evening of the 19

th
.  He received thirty 

lashes as punishment at evening parade. 

  Lucus marched east with his company to the Niagara Front in 1814 and participated in the American sortie 
out of Fort Erie on 17 September 1814 as well as the expedition to the Chippewa River in October.  In 1815 he was 
transferred to Captain John C. Symmes' Company and was made a drummer on 18 February 1815.  Lucus spent 

time in the garrisons at Sackett's Harbor, New York, Detroit and Fort Dearborn (Chicago) before being discharged 
from the army on 30 June 1816 while serving as a fifer. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: June 1811-November 1813 

 
 

Sergeant Edward Lynch.  Edward Lynch (b. 1779, Ireland) enlisted on 25 November 1806 for five years.  Lynch 
was described as being 5' 7' tall with hazel eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion.   

  On 1 August 1808 Lynch was promoted to corporal.  He sailed north with the company on 24 August.  By 
October 1808 he had returned to Fort Belle Fontaine probably in Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Pryor's detachment. 
He returned to Fort Belle Vue (Madison) in November.  In October 1809 he once again accompanied Lieutenant 

Pryor to Fort Belle Fontaine on a mission dealing with “Public Stores” and returned shortly thereafter. 
  Sometime in late 1810 Lynch was demoted for unknown reasons.  He was employed for half a day in early 

1811 as a laborer by the factory, receiving five cents for his efforts.  During the next quarter he again was 
employed as a laborer for one and a half days receiving fifteen cents.  He traveled to Fort Belle Fontaine “on 
command” again in June 1811.   

  The 32 year-old Irishman re-enlisted at Fort Madison on 25 August 1811 for five years.  By 1812 Lynch 
served as a cannoneer on one of the artillery pieces positioned in Blockhouses #1 and #2.  On 1 June 1812 Lynch 
was promoted to corporal and on 1 July 1813 to sergeant.  He was present at the fort from its construction until its 

abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 Lynch marched with his company to New York and fought on the 
Niagara Front.  He was transferred to Captain John Symmes Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment and in August 

was on extra duty with the Corps of Artillery at Fort Erie.  He was last recorded as on duty at Sackett's Harbor, 
New York in April 1815.  What became of him is unknown. 

Military Service: 1806-1815/16 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private Walter Lyttle.  Walter Lyttle (b. 1762, Farmington, Hartford County, CT) was very likely a Revolutionary 
War veteran.  Farmington, Connecticut saw a good deal of activity during the Revolutionary War.  Lyttle was a 

teenager at the time and would have seen General George Washington and the Continental Army pass through as 
well as the French Army that camped in the area.  It is entirely possible that this is when his military career began. 

  Lyttle's first known enlistment was about 1796 and he would have been about 34 years-old at that time, 

making it likely this was a re-enlistment, which would place his previous enlistment in about 1791.  He probably 
had re-enlisted in Captain Benjamin Lockwood's Company, 4

th
 U.S. Infantry in 1796, which had been the 4

th
 Sub 



Legion.  On 1 August 1801 Lyttle re-enlisted with Captain Lockwood, 4
th

 U.S. Infantry for five years.  In April 

1802 the army was cut from four to two regiments and Lyttle apparently ended up in the 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  

On 1 January 1806 Lyttle again re-enlisted for five years.  He spent most of 1806 stationed at Natchitoches 

guarding the border with Spain. 
  In January 1807 Lyttle was sent “on command” to Fort St. Philip.  Sometime in 1807 he was transferred to 

Captain William Swan's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry, in whose company he remained until November 1808.  In 

February and March 1808 Lyttle was “on command” at Cantonment Columbia Springs in the Mississippi Territory.  
This is probably when he first came to Captain Stark's attention.  On 5 November 1808 Lyttle was transferred to 
Stark's Company at Cantonment Columbia Springs. 

  In May 1809 Lyttle accompanied Stark north to their new posting at Fort Madison, arriving there on 26 
September.  On 3 October 1810 Lyttle re-enlisted for another five years at the age of 48.  The three existing duty 

rosters for Fort Madison covering January, February and March 1812 all show Lyttle assigned as a waiter.  It is 
very likely he was Stark's personal waiter and assistant because of his age. 

  He accompanied Stark back to St. Louis in May 1812 and remained there until July 1813 when he returned to 

Fort Madison, probably accompanying Second Lieutenant John Shaw and his detachment of replacements.  He 
served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  By December Lyttle, who would have been 
about 51 years-old, was listed as “unfit for service.”  When the company moved east in April 1814 Lieutenant 

Colonel Robert Nicholas, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment ordered that Lyttle remain at Fort Belle Fontaine due to being 

“unfit for active service.”  It is unknown what became of Walter Lyttle. 

Military Service: 1796-1814/15 
Service at Fort Madison: September 1809-May 1812 & July-November 1813 

 
 

Sergeant Robbins Marlatt.  Robbins Marlatt (b. 1785, Sussex County, NJ) was a 27 year-old carpenter who 
enlisted on 30 May 1812 for five years in Chillicothe, Ohio with Second Lieutenant Samuel Kercheval, 7

th
 U.S. 

Infantry.  Marlatt was described as being 5' 11” tall with gray eyes, sandy hair and a fair complexion. 
    On 26 June 1813 he was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  On the 

morning of 5 October 1813 he was arrested for being drunk when called for guard duty.  He pleaded guilty and 

was sentenced to be reduced in rank to a private sentinel.  First Lieutenant Hamilton approved the court's finding 
“but in consideration of the strong recommendation of the Court in favour [sic] of the prisoner he [Hamilton] is 

induced to remit his punishment.  Robbins Marlatt is restored to his former rank.”  Marlatt served at Fort Madison 
until its abandonment in November 1813. 

   In early 1814 Marlatt marched to New York and fought on the Niagara Front.  On 3 July 1814 he was 

transferred to Captain John Cleves Symmes Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  He participated in the 

expedition from Fort Erie to the Chippewa River in October 1814.  Between October 1814 and March 1815 he was 
sick with fever at the hospital in Greenbush, New York.  By October 1815 Marlatt was serving in Captain William 

Whistler's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  After the war he ran into trouble again, being arrested at Fort 
Howard (Wisconsin), for an unknown offense, possibly alcohol, and was reduced in rank to private on 9 

September 1816.  Marlatt was discharged at Fort Crawford (Wisconsin) on 30 May 1817.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private William Marshall.  William Marshall (b. 1793, Hamilton, OH) enlisted on 27 April 1812 at the age of 19 
with First Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment for five years.  The young Ohio farmer was 

described as being 5' 6” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Marshall was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 Marshall served on the Niagara Front.  By 
February 1815 Marshall was serving in the 22

nd
 U.S. Infantry Regiment, which was consolidated on 30 August 

1815 into the new 2
nd

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Marshall was confined to the hospital due to illness from December 
1815 until June 1816.  He was discharged for disability on 17 September 1816. 

Military Service: 1812-1816 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

 



Corporal Fields Martin.  Fields Martin (b. 1785, Richmond, VA—d. 1814, Fort Erie, U.C.), a 27 year-old stone 

mason, enlisted on 18 May 1812, probably in Kentucky, with Captain Henry Richard Graham's Company, 1
st
 U.S. 

Rifle Regiment for five years.  The Virginian was described as being 5' 11” with blue eyes, brown hair and a light 
complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 he was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and served at Fort Madison from 6 July until 
its abandonment in November.  On 2 November 1813, while still at Fort Madison, Martin was promoted to 

corporal, dated to 1 November.  In 1814 he moved with the Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment to the Niagara Front where he died at Fort Erie of fever on 7 October 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Erie) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Sergeant Richard Martin.  Richard Martin (b. 1785, Sussex County, NJ—d. 1817, Fort Dearborn, IL) enlisted on 
12 April 1807 for five years at the age of 22 in New Port, New Jersey with Ensign Jacob W. Albright, 1

st
 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment.  Martin was described as being 5' 6” tall with dark eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. 
  On 24 August 1808 Martin sailed north with Pinckney's Company to establish the new factory post.  He fell 

ill shortly after arriving at the new factory/fort site but had recovered by December.  On 1 January 1809 Martin 

was promoted directly from private to sergeant.  For unknown reasons he was reduced to private on 23 August 
1809.  Factory work abstracts show Martin being employed as a laborer for day sometime between April and June 

1811, for which he received ten cents.  Martin finally received his deferred enlistment bounty of $6.00 on 5 
November 1811.   

  On 19 February 1812, the New Jersey native re-enlisted for five more years at Fort Madison and on the same 

day, perhaps as an inducement to re-enlist, Martin was promoted back to sergeant.  In April, Stark reorganized the 
post's defenses and Sergeant Martin was assigned to defend the fort's east wall with eight men.  He was ill during 
the siege of Fort Madison in September 1812 but fought anyway.  In February 1813 Martin was arrested and 

confined for unknown reasons but did not lose his rank.  On 18 May 1813 Martin was tried for embezzling 
whiskey from the company stores between the 1

st
 and 17

th
 of May while he was first sergeant.  He pleaded guilty 

and was sentenced to be reduced in rank to private, “make good to the company thirteen gallons and quart of 

whiskey” and to ride the wooden horse for twenty-four hours, one hour every four hours.   
  In 1814 he moved with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment to the Niagara 

Front.  On 3 December 1814 Martin was promoted to sergeant in Hamilton's Company and on 23 May 1815 he 
became sergeant major of the 3

rd
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  By August 1815 he was on detachment doing duty with 

the 5
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  He returned to the 3
rd

 Infantry and appeared on muster rolls for Captain Daniel 

Baker's Company, 3
rd

 Infantry by early 1816.  Sergeant Major Richard Martin died of illness while serving at Fort 
Dearborn (Chicago) on 21 January 1817. 

Military Service: 1807-1817 (Died: Disease @ Fort Dearborn) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 
 

Private John Mason.  John Mason (b. 1773, England—d. 1813, Fort Belle Fontaine, MO), a 33 year-old 
Englishman, enlisted for five years on 10 May 1806.  Considering his age this may have been a re-enlistment.  

Mason was described as being 5' 7” tall with brown eyes, gray hair, and a light complexion. 
  Mason was left sick at Fort Belle Fontaine when the company sailed north in August 1808.  He did not arrive 

at the fort until sometime in November or December.  Mason, a plasterer, was employed for 4 1/2 days at the 

factory between July and September 1810, receiving fourteen cents per day for his efforts.  In 1811 he worked 5 
1/2 more days at the same rate plastering the buildings.  It is likely he was heavily employed working on the fort 

and that may explain how few days he worked for John Johnson.   
  Mason re-enlisted for another five years at Fort Madison on 11 May 1811.  Mason was present at the fort until 

its abandonment in November 1813.  His health had declined by August 1813 and he remained on sick call until 

November.  He was likely one of the ten soldiers too ill to help with the evacuation of the fort.  John Mason died 
on 20 November 1813 in St. Louis, eight to ten days after arriving there from Fort Madison. 

Military Service: 1806-1813 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: Nov. /Dec. 1808-November 1813 
 
 

 



Private John McKonokey (McConokey).  John McKonokey (b. 1779, Tyrone County, Ireland) enlisted on 19 

April 1806 for five years.   The 27 year-old, Irish shoemaker was described as being 5' 5” tall with gray eyes, black 
hair and a sandy complexion. 

  McKonokey was employed for 3 1/2 days with the Indian Office in1810, probably as a laborer, and received 

ten cents per day.  Private McKonokey received his discharge at Fort Madison on 19 April 1811. 
  On 14 July 1812 he enlisted for eighteen months with Captain William Allen's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment.  He served at St. Genevieve and at Fort Belle Fontaine in 1813.  On 14 January 1814 McKonokey was 
again discharged from the military. 

  On 30 January 1814 McKonokey enlisted with First Lieutenant Laurence Taliaferro, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment in Cincinnati, Ohio for the duration of the war.  He was assigned to his old company, now Captain 
Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment and served on the Niagara Front.  He was confined in the 

hospital at Williamsville, New York by illness in October 1814.  He evidently recovered and was discharged on 24 

May 1815. 
Military Service: 1806-1811 & 1812-1814 & 1814-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-April 1811 
 

 

 

Private James McDowell.  James McDowell enlisted on 25 February 1807 for five years.  McDowell sailed north 

with the company on 24 August 1808 to construct the new factory post.  In 1810 McDowell was employed as a 
laborer for 2 1/2 days at ten cents per day.  In 1811 McDowell worked 5 1/2 days again as a laborer receiving ten 
cents per day for four of the days but fourteen cents for 1 1/2 of the days.  On 25 February 1812 McDowell was 

discharged at Fort Madison.  Despite being discharged McDowell remained on the duty rosters until the end of 
March, possibly as a civilian follower of the army. 

  On 18 July 1812 McDowell enlisted in Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment for 
eighteen months.  McDowell was discharged on 18 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 & 1812-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-February 1812 & April-July 1813 

 

 

Private John McMahan.  John McMahan (b. 1781, Ireland) enlisted on 27 September 1806 for five years.  
McMahan was described as being 5' 8” tall with light eyes, dark hair, and a fair complexion. 

  He was arrested and tried at Fort Belle Fontaine on 9 July 1808 for being absent without leave on the morning 
of 8 July.  He pleaded guilty and was sentenced with James Kernon (see James Kernon above) to three days and 
three nights in the Black Hole with bread and water.  His whiskey ration was stopped for ten days. 

  On 24 August 1808 McMahan sailed north with the company to build the new factory post.  Factory work 
abstracts for 1810 reveal McMahan employed for 5 1/2 days, probably as a laborer, at ten cents per day.  He again 
was hired as a laborer in 1811 for ten cents per day but only for three days.  The Irishman re-enlisted on 27 June 

1811 for an additional five years.  McMahan served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.   
  In 1814 McMahan marched to New York in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment 

and fought along the Niagara Front.  By early 1815 he was stationed at Sackett's Harbor, New York.  On 20 April 
1815 McMahan deserted and apparently was never apprehended. 

Military Service: 1806-1815 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private John McMullen.  John McMullen (b. 1778, Philadelphia, PA—d. 1814, Williamsville, NY) was a 34 year 
old Pennsylvania laborer who had enlisted on 27 April 1812 with Captain Henry Richard Graham's Company, 1

st
 

U.S. Rifle Regiment for five years.  McMullen was described as being 5' 7” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a 
light complexion.   

  On 26 June 1813 he was transferred to Stark's Company and served at Fort Madison from 6 July until its 

abandonment in November 1813.  On the morning of 25 September 1813 McMullen was arrested for using 
insolent language with Corporal Joseph F. Frost (see above) “by telling him that he did not care a damn for 
him...when ordered to assist in getting breakfast.”  McMullen was sentenced to ride the wooden horse for one hour, 

be placed in the stocks by his feet for one hour and ride the wooden horse again for an hour.  He also had his 
whiskey ration stopped for two weeks. 



  In 1814 he marched with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment to New York and 

fought on the Niagara Front.  McMullen did not survive the war, dying on 16 October 1814 at Williamsville, New 
York from “a natural death.” 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Died: Disease @ Williamsville, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

*Private Hugh McNeal.  Hugh McNeal (d. 1812, Fort Madison) enlisted 24 October 1806 for five years.  On 24 

August 1808 McNeal sailed north with his company to construct the new factory post.  In October he accompanied 
Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Pryor's detachment back to St. Louis but returned to the fort by November.  By 
February 1809 McNeal was again on command at Fort Belle Fontaine.  He had returned to the fort shortly 

thereafter.  In October McNeal once again traveled to Fort Belle Fontaine with a detachment commanded by 
Lieutenant Pryor, returning to Fort Madison by November. 

  In 1810 McNeal was employed for 21 days at ten cents per day at the factory.  In 1811 work abstracts for 

factory show him working as a laborer for one day (two half days) and receiving ten cents.  In April 1811 McNeal 
was paid $2.37 1/2 for weighing lead and carrying packs of fur to the boats for shipment, which amounted to 662 

packs of fur and 12,960 pounds of lead.  On 11 July 1811 McNeal re-enlisted at the fort for an additional five years.  
In September 1811 he was a paid the astonishing amount of $35.00 for “folding and pressing one hundred & 
seventy five packs [of] peltries & furs.”  In January 1812 McNeal was assigned as a cannoneer on the gun 

positioned in Blockhouse #4.  Following four days of illness, Hugh McNeal died on 5 February 1812 at Fort 
Madison. 

  Note: It is believed Hugh McNeal may have served with the Corps of Discovery between 1 April 1804 and 23 

September 1806.  If this is the case, McNeal may have died from syphilis, which he contracted from a Chinnok 
woman in the winter of 1805-06, although the Hugh McNeal at Fort Madison is very seldom listed as ill.  So far no 

conclusive evidence has been found though to prove the Hugh McNeal at Fort Madison was the Hugh McNeal in 
the Corps of Discovery. 

Military Service: 1806-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-February 1812 (Died: Disease) 

 
 

Private John McNight.  John McKnight (b. 1777, Down, Ireland) enlisted with Captain Henry Graham, 1
st
 U.S. 

Rifle Regiment on 29 May 1812 for five years.  McNight, a 35 year-old wagoner, was described as being 5' 10” 
tall with blue eyes, red hair, and a light complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 McNight was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In the spring, when Captain Thomas Hamilton's 

Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment moved east McNight accompanied it as far as Cincinnati, Ohio where he was 

discharged on 31 May 1814 for inability to perform active service. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 

 

Private William McShane.  William McShane enlisted on 6 August 1806 for five years.  On 24 August 1808 
McShane sailed north with his company to help construct the new factory post.  In 1810 McShane was employed 
as a laborer for the factory at ten cents per day for 24 1/2 days.  Between April and June 1811 he worked another 

four days as laborer for the same rate as the year before.  On 6 August 1811 McShane received his discharge at 
Fort Madison. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-August 1811 
 

 

Private John Miller.  John Miller enlisted on 21 April 1807 for five years.  In August 1808 he traveled north with 
Pinkney's Company to establish the new trading post.  Sometime in November or December 1809 Miller left Fort 

Madison never to return.  He appears as “On Command, [Fort] Belle Fontaine” until his discharge on 21 April 
1812. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November/December 1809 



 

 

Musician Peter F. Miller.  Peter F. Miller (b. 1790, Amden, Prussia) enlisted on 1 May 1812 in Cincinnati, Ohio for 
five years with First Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment as a drummer.  Miller, a saddler, was 

described as being 5' 6” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Miller was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  Miller 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  On 1 March 1814 he was reduced from musician to 

private for an unknown offense.  He is last reported present on 3 July 1814.  No other information has been found 
concerning his fate. 

Military Service: 1812-1814/17 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 

 

*Private James Moore.  James Moore (d. 1811, Fort Madison) enlisted on 8 December 1806 for five years.  Moore 
traveled north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to construct the new factory post.  It is very possible that 
his wife, Elizabeth, accompanied the unit as one its laundresses.  In 1810 Moore was employed as a laborer for the 

factory for 2 1/2 days at ten cents per day.  His health was good as well, he only appears sick in June 1810.  In 
1811 he received another twenty-five cents for 2 1/2 more days of labor.  Unfortunately he died on 21 September 
1811 probably in the malaria outbreak at the fort. 

  Moore apparently had a head for finances.  In March 1814 his wife received the proceeds of his estate, 
amounting to $230.75.  The following account information was found in the army's records: 

 
 Received by Thompson Douglass, Paymaster, this 31

st
 day of March 1814, thirteen dollars and fifty 

cents being paid in full from the 1
st
 July to the 21

st
 September 1811 of James Moore, a private in Captain 

Horatio Stark's Company of the 1
st
 Regt. of U.S. Infantry, deceased.  Also one hundred and fifty eight 

75/100 dollars and the following notes of hand, viz., 
 

 Josiah Keene to Randolph Nolan and by him transferred to 

     James Moore—dated 25
th
 April 1810 for  $ 5 

         William Long to James Moore—           “       28
th
 Jan. 1808   “      2 

          Samuel Thompson           do.                 “       12
th
  “    1810   “      3 

          Robert Finney                  do.                 “       28
th
 June  “       “      6 

          Josiah Keene                    do.                 “       14
th
 Jan.   “               6.50 

          Robert Page                      do.                 “       28
th
  “     1808          1 

         William Long                    do.                 “       27
th
 May 1811          6 

         Hugh McNiel                    do.                 “        3 September 1807  29 

                    $58.50 

 Amounting to fifty eight 50/100 dollars all the property of the said James Moore at his decease. 

 Signed Duplicate hereof.    Elizabeth Moore, Extre. 

 

Pay                    $13.50 

Cash                  158.75 

Notes of Hand     58.50 

            $230.75    William Taylor  
Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-September 1811 (Died: Disease) 

 

 

 

Private Hugh Murray.  Hugh Murray (b. 1791, PA) enlisted with First Lieutenant Thomas S. Jesup, 7
th

 U.S. 
Infantry Regiment on 30 May 1812 for five years.  The 21 year-old Murray was described as being 5' 7” tall with 
gray eyes, dark hair and a brown complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Murray was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He served on the Niagara Front in 1814 and was 
transferred to Captain John Symmes' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry.  On 28 October 1814 he was promoted to 

corporal.  He is listed as being sick at the Williamsville, New York hospital from October 1814 until February 



1815.  He was moved to hospital at Sackett's Harbor by the end of February.  In the summer of 1815 he was 

transferred to Captain John Greene's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry.  Murray was honorably discharged on 30 May 
1817 at Mackinac. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Joseph Niel (Neel and Neal).  Joseph Niel (b. 1780, Philadelphia, PA—d. 1814) enlisted 13 February 1807 

for five years.  The 27 year-old Pennsylvanian was described as being 5' 9” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a 
light complexion.   

  Niel sailed north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to construct the new factory post.  Factory work 

abstracts indicate that he was hired as laborer for 6 days at ten cents per day in 1810.  Niel was employed for 10 
more days in 1811 at the same rate.  In June 1811 Niel was sent to Fort Belle Fontaine “On Command.”  Following 
his return, Niel re-enlisted for another five years at the fort on 13 November 1811.   

  Neil was arrested on the night of 24 February 1812 for being intoxicated when called for duty.  He pleaded 
guilty and received forty lashes.  On 18 April 1812 Neil was tried for stealing black powder from the artillery 

priming horn in Blockhouse #4 around the 14 April. He was found not guilty but was confined “until further 
orders.”  It was never determined who stole the powder.  Neil continued to serve at Fort Madison until its 
abandonment in November 1813.  On 2 November 1813 Neil was promoted to corporal, effective 1 November.  He 

marched with his company to the Niagara Front and died there during the summer of 1814. 

Military Service: 1807-1814 (Died: Disease—NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 
 

Private Adam Nithrow (Nethrew).  Adam Nithrow (b. 1785, Lancaster, PA) enlisted for five years on 3 February 
1807.  Nithrow was described as being 5' 7 1/2” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion.   

  Nithrow sailed north in August 1808 with Pinkney's Company to construct the new factory post.  In October 
he accompanied Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Pryor's detachment back to Fort Belle Fontaine.  Nithrow was a 

rough carpenter and was employed extensively by the factory.  Overall in 1810 he worked 183 1/2 days.  During 
the first two quarters of 1810 he only received ten cents per day but starting in the third quarter of that year skilled 

labor received a raise to fourteen cents per day.  Between January and September 1811 Nithrow plied his trade on 
the factory house for another 94 1/2 days.   

  Nithrow re-enlisted for five more years on 21 November 1811.  In January 1812 Nithrow assigned to serve as 

a cannoneer on one of the guns positioned in Blockhouses #1 and #2.  Strangely, Nithrow alone was sent in pursuit 
of three deserters from Fort Madison in June 1812.  The deserters were captured and confined at Fort Belle 
Fontaine and Nithrow returned to Fort Madison on Richard Graham's boat with Second Lieutenant Baronet 

Vasquez's family, arriving at the post on the evening of 4 September.  Nithrow fought in the siege over the next 
five days and served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813. 

  Nithrow moved east with his company and served along the Niagara Front in 1814, participating in the siege 
of Fort Erie where he was wounded on 5 August 1814.  After a long recovery in the hospital at Greenbush, New 
York he was discharged on 26 July 1815. 

Military Service: 1807-1815 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

 

Private Randolph Nolan.  Randolph Nolan (b. 1782, VA) enlisted on 17 September 1806 for five years at the age of 
24.  Nolan, a tailor by trade, was described as being 5' 6” tall with dark eyes, hair and complexion. 

  Nolan traveled north with Pinkney's Company to establish the new factory post.  His name does not appear on 
the existing factory work abstracts. Considering his trade, it is possible that he may have been kept busy repairing 
the soldiers' clothing.  Nolan was honorably discharged on 17 September 1811. 

  On 22 May 1812 Nolan enlisted again, this time in Captain Simon Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry at Fort 

Belle Fontaine for five years.  On 1 September 1813 he was promoted to corporal and on 1 December he was made 
a sergeant.  From May 1814 to October 1815 Nolan served in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 (later 3

rd
) 

U.S. Infantry.  On 1 July 1815 Nolan was reduced in rank to private.  In November 1815 he was transferred into 
Captain Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3

rd
 U.S. Infantry and was honorably discharged, probably at Fort Dearborn, 



on 22 May 1817. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 & 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808- September 1811 
 

 

*Private Daniel O'Flanagan.  Daniel O'Flanagan (d. 1810, Fort Madison) enlisted on 10 November 1806 for five 
years.  He apparently had little interested in constructing a government factory in the wilderness for he deserted 
from Fort Belle Fontaine on 23 August 1808.  He avoided arrest for five days but was finally apprehended by 

Corporal Frederick Guntrum and his detachment and confined at Fort Belle Fontaine.   
  O'Flanagan had his term of service extended five days and had $18.67 taken from his pay to cover the 

expenses incurred in his apprehension.  He probably was flogged as well.  O'Flanagan arrived at Fort Belle Vue 

(Madison) in November 1808.  Factory work abstracts for 1810 indicate he worked one day for ten cents sometime 
in January or early February.  O'Flanagan died on 22 February 1810. 

Military Service: 1806-1810 

Service at Fort Madison: November 1808-February 1810 (Died: Disease) 
 

 

Private Joseph Ogin.  Joseph Ogin (b. 1771, Montgomery County, PA—d. 1814, Fort Belle Fontaine, MO) enlisted 
on 4 October 1806 for five years.  He was about 35 years-old at the time, which might indicate that this was a re-

enlistment.  He is another possible candidate for having served in Wayne's Legion in the 1790s.  Ogin was 
described as being 5' 6” tall with blue eyes, dark hair, and a dark complexion. 

  Ogin sailed north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to build the new factory post.  In 1810 he was 
employed as a laborer for the factory for 28 days, earning ten cents per day.  No record appears of Ogin working 
for the factory in 1811.  The 40 year-old Pennsylvanian re-enlisted on 4 July 1811, possibly on a patriotic whim. 

  On the morning of 5 June 1812 Ogin was one of the relief guard detail caught sleeping in the guardhouse. He 
had his whiskey ration stopped for fifteen days and was given hard labor for the same period. 

   Ogin has the distinction of being the last soldier flogged at Fort Madison and one of the few who received 

punishment without a trial.  The military had banned flogging for two years in May 1812.  On 8 June Ogin was 
charged with neglect of duty for either laying or sitting down while on guard duty in Blockhouse #3 on the night of 
the 7

th
.  Because the fort did not have enough officers present to form a garrison court martial, Lieutenant 

Hamilton, stating that “It being established satisfactory to the Commanding Officer,” simply ordered that Ogin 
receive fifty lashes at evening roll call.   

  Ogin continued to serve at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  Unfortunately he died at 
Fort Belle Fontaine on 25 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1806-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 
 

Private Joseph Ozier (Ohier).  Joseph Ozier (b. 1777, France—d. 1814, NY) enlisted for five years on 14 April 
1807.  Ozier was about 30 years-old, which could indicate that this was a re-enlistment.  The Frenchman was 
described as being 5' 6” tall with black eyes and hair and a dark complexion. 

  On 1 August 1808 Ozier was promoted to corporal.  He sailed north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 
to help construct the new factory post.  On 1 April 1810 Ozier was promoted to sergeant.  It is possible that Ozier 

had been a sailor or shipwright because he is paid twenty cents for two days in early 1811 “boating stone.”  He 
received another ten cents for one day's unspecified labor and between April and June 1811 he was employed for 
15 days at fourteen cents per day “repairing a boat for stone.” 

  Ozier was honorably discharged on 14 April 1812, but then re-enlisted for five more years the same day. 
Captain Stark also re-promoted him to sergeant.  Ozier commanded the defense of Blockhouse #4 as well.  On 12 
March 1813 Ozier was reduced in rank for “going to sleep when having charge of the guard & suffering his guard 

to do the same on the night of the 10
th

.”   
  Ozier continued to serve at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He marched to New York 

and served along the Niagara Front in the summer of 1814 where he died of unknown causes. 

Military Service: 1807-1814 (Died: NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 



 

Private John Patton.  John Patton (b. 1791, MD) enlisted for five years Lebanon, Ohio on 26 June 1812 with 
Ensign John Meeks, 7

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Patton, a 21 year-old laborer, was described as being 6' tall with 

gray eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Patton was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  

He served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he served on the Niagara Front in 

Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry.  He was transferred into Captain Hezekiah Bradley's 

Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry in December 1815.  He was honorably discharged on 26 June 1817 at Fort Dearborn 
(Chicago).  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Joseph Peters.  Joseph Peters (d. 1812, near present-day Dubuque, IA) enlisted for five years on 20 April 
1806 in Captain Edward Strong's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  As a new recruit he was sent to Fort 

Adams in May 1806.  By June he was stationed on the border with Spain at Natchitoches, Louisiana.  By May 

1809 Peters was back at Fort Adams where he was transferred to Captain Stark's Company on the 19
th

.   
  Peters accompanied Stark north to their new posting at Fort Madison, arriving there on 26 August 1809. 

Between April and June 1810 Peters was listed as an artificer and was employed 41 1/2 days by the factory.  He 

worked another 12 1/2 days between July and September, again receiving ten cents per day.  In early 1811 Peters 
was hired as a laborer for 5 days, earning fifty cents. 

  Peters was honorably discharged on 20 April 1811.  In the fall of 1811 Peters was hired by George Hunt to 

accompany Hunt's expedition to the lead mines (present-day Dubuque, IA) to establish a satellite trading post.  On 
2 January 1812 Peters and his fellow employee Abraham Arnold (see above) were murdered by a Winnebago war 

party and the satellite trading post was destroyed.  Peters' murder was avenged by the Fox warrior Black Tobacco 
who killed a Winnebago warrior in retaliation in the spring of 1812. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: August 1809-April 1811 
 

 

Private Joseph Pruette (Pruett & Pruitt).  Joseph Pruette (b. 1784, Franklin County, VA—d. 1814, near Geneva, 
NY) enlisted on 9 September 1806 for five years.  Pruette was described as being 6' tall with hazel eyes, light hair 

and a fair complexion. 
  Pruette was hired for two days early in 1810, probably just as a laborer, at ten cents per day.  Between July 

and December he worked for 53 days at ten cents per day.  In the second quarter of 1811 Pruette was again 

employed as a common laborer for three days earning thirty cents.  On 9 September 1811 Pruette was honorably 
discharged. 

  The 27 year-old Virginian returned to St. Louis where he re-enlisted at Fort Belle Fontaine on 1 November 

1811 for five years in Captain Simon Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  He ran into trouble with 

military law not long after, being arrested for intoxication and receiving fifteen lashes on 2 December 1811.  He 

apparently was not happy with his situation for on 5 December 1811 he was charged with being absent without 
leave and received an additional thirty-five lashes.   

  In September 1812 Pruette was one of re-enforcements sent to relieve Fort Madison during the siege.  He was 

not happy with returning to the fort and on 3 October was arrested for stating “that he would not stay here [Fort 
Madison] any longer than a boat should arrive.”  Pruette was severely punished, receiving twelve hours in the 
stocks, combined with riding the wooden horse fifteen minutes every two hours. 

  Pruette and the other members of Owens' Company left Fort Madison on 9 July.  In 1814 Pruette was serving 
in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on the Niagara Front.  He died near Geneva, 

New York on 1 November 1814 of a “natural death.” 

Military Service: 1806-1811 & 1811-1814 (Died: Disease @ Geneva, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-September 1811 & September 1812-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Quigg (Quig).  William Quigg enlisted for five years on 20 May 1806.  Quigg sailed north with 
Pinkney's Company in August 1808.  Quigg was a sawyer by trade and likely helped saw much of the lumber used 
in the construction of the fort and factory.   Between April and June 1810 he was employed by the factory for 42 



1/2 days at ten cents per day (the rate for artificers had not been raised to fourteen cents yet).  Between January and 

May 1811 Quigg worked 6 days sawing lumber at the rate of fourteen cents per day.  On 20 May 1811 Quigg was 
honorably discharged. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-May 1811 
 

 

Private Finch Ragland.  Finch Ragland (b. 1791, Fluvanna County, VA) enlisted for five years on 25 March 1812 in 
Limestone, Kentucky with Captain Henry Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Ragland, a 21 year-old farmer, was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with gray eyes and light hair and complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Ragland was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he marched to the New York and served on 

the Niagara Front in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry.  He was sick in the hospital at 

Williamsville, New York from October 1814 until February 1815.  By December 1815 Ragland was serving in 

Captain Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry at Detroit.  He was honorably discharged at Fort Dearborn 
(Chicago) on 25 March 1817.  Ragland re-enlisted in Bradley's Company on 18 April 1817 for an additional five 
years.  He was last recorded present on 30 June 1821.  It is unknown what became of him. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 & 1817-1821/22 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Mathew Ray.  Mathew Ray enlisted for five years on 15 July 1806.  Ray sailed north with Pinkney's 

Company in August 1808 to construct the new factory post.  Factory abstracts do not list Ray as having worked in 
either 1810 or 1811 for the Indian Office.  Ray was honorably discharged on 15 July 1811. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-July 1811 
 

 

Private George M. Reese (Reece).  George M. Reese (b. 1778, Philadelphia, PA) enlisted for five years on 18 
March 1807 at the age of 29.  This may have been a re-enlistment.  Reese, a cooper by trade, was described as 

being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes, light hair and a dark complexion. 
  In August 1808 Reese was left ill at Fort Belle Fontaine when Pinkney's Company sailed north.  He joined the 

company by December but was still listed as unfit for duty.  Described as having an “indirect debility,” Reese 

remained listed as unfit for service until October 1810 when Captain Stark took official command of the company.     
  Between October and December Reese was hired for one day's work at the factory for ten cents.  Between 

April and June 1811 he again was hired as a common laborer for one day, receiving ten cents.  On 18 March 1812 
Reese was honorably discharged at Fort Madison. 

  On 11 April 1813 Reese enlisted with Captain John Symmes, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry in St. Louis for five years. He 

participated in the Second Peoria Campaign between 20 August and 28 November 1813, fighting at the Battle of 
Fort Clark on 27 September.  In 1814 he marched with Symmes' Company to New York and served along the 
Niagara Front, fighting at the Battle of Lundy's Lane on 25 July and participating in the expedition to the 

Chippewa River in October.  In 1815 Reese was part of the garrison at Sackett's Harbor, New York.  In 1816-1817 
Reese was stationed at Detroit.  By the spring of 1818, Reese was serving at Fort Howard (WI) where he was 

discharged sometime between 16-18 April.  The difference in these dates with his enlistment on 11 April 1813 may 
indicate an extension of his term of service, possibly for a desertion attempt. 

Military Service: 1807-1812 & 1813-1818 

Service at Fort Madison: December 1808-March 1812 
 

 

 

Private Asa Reeves.  Asa Reeves (b. 1791, MD—d. 1814, Sackett's Harbor, NY) enlisted on 22 April 1812 for five 

years with First Lieutenant Thomas S. Jesup, 7
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment at the age of 21.  Reeves was described as 
being 6' tall with blue eyes, black hair and a fair complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Reeves was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  

Reeves served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He was transferred to Captain John Symmes' 
Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry in 1814 and served on the Niagara Front.  Reeves died of fever at Sackett's Harbor, 



New York on 27 December 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Died: Fever @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Jacob Ritter.  Jacob Ritter (b. 1785, Berks County, PA) enlisted in Cincinnati, Ohio on 5 May 1812 for five 
years with First Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Ritter, a coppersmith, was described as 

being 5' 8” tall with gray eyes, black hair and a dark complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Ritter was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. He 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He served with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 
1

st
 U.S. Infantry in 1814 on the Niagara Front.  In 1815 he was transferred into Captain Hezekiah Bradley's 

Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry in which he served until his discharge at Fort Dearborn (Chicago) on 5 May 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

*Private John Ritts (Ritz).  John Ritts (b. 1783, PA—d. 1813, Fort Madison) enlisted for five years on 16 
September 1806.  Ritts was described as being 6' 1” tall with blue eyes, black hair and a fair complexion. 

  Ritts traveled north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to build the new factory post.  Factory work 

abstracts recorded that in 1810 Ritts work 6 days for a total of sixty cents, probably as a laborer or helping with 
inventories since he was literate.  Part of this work involved overseeing the moving of corn from the cellar of 

Blockhouse #4 to the factory warehouse.  Ritts was honorably discharged on 16 September 1811. 
  For some reason, possibly he could not find work, the 28 year-old Pennsylvanian re-enlisted on 1 November 

1811 for an additional five years.  He may have also been enticed with the offer of a promotion to sergeant, since 

he held that rank by January 1812.  On 28 April 1812 while “in the execution of his duty,” Sergeant Ritts was 
attacked by Private William Bradley (see above) who threatened Ritts and then attempted to obtain a knife to stab 
him.  Ritts' downfall as a sergeant came on the morning of 4 June 1812 when, without authorization, removed the 

irons from the mutineer, Private Lewis Boilvin (see above) and sent Boilvin (perhaps unaccompanied?) to the river 
to bathe.  Ritts was arrested and demoted. 

  Apparently angry over his demotion, Ritts, Private Jacob Waggonner (see below) and Private Alexander 

Brown (see below, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery) deserted from Fort Madison on 28 June. They fled up the Illinois River with 

Private Adam Nithrow (see above) in pursuit.  The three fugitives were eventually arrested and Ritts and 

Waggonner were returned to Fort Madison on 13 September.  The men had $8.25 withheld from their pay to cover 
expenses incurred during their apprehension. 

  Ritts was not finished expressing his displeasure over his treatment.  On the evening of 29 September he 

became involved in a mutiny conspiracy, or what was termed “an improper combination of soldiery,” with three 
privates from Captain Joseph Cross' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery.  The conspirators were arrested and sent to Fort 

Belle Fontaine in October where they remained for about eight months.  Because a General Court Martial could 

not be convened, Ritts was returned to Fort Madison in May to face a garrison trial on the lesser charge of having 
had information concerning the mutiny but not sharing it.   

  Ritts plead not guilty but was sentenced to forty-eight hours on the wooden horse, one hour every four hours, 
and to be put to hard labor for one month with confinement at night.  Apparently the officers at the fort were 
sympathetic towards Ritts and understood the root cause of his disgruntlement.  The court strongly recommended 

lenience and Major Stark agreed, remitting Ritts' sentence and stating, “It is hoped that Ritts will not stand in need 
of clemency to escape punishment hereafter.” 

  Ritts must have felt lucky and that he had proved his point for he was not arrested again.  On 15 July Ritts 

was among the defenders, under the command of Corporal William Elsey (see above) who confidently took 
position in the new blockhouse constructed on the spring brand west of the fort.  The next morning Private Ritts 

and the three other men were killed defending that outer, western blockhouse against attacking Winnebago, Sac 
and Menominee warriors. 

Military Service: 1806-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-1813 (KIA) 
 

 

 

 



Private William Robb.  William Robb (b. 1790, Fayette County, KY—d. 1814, near Albany, NY) enlisted for five 

years on 13 May 1812 with Captain Henry Graham, 1
st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  The 22 year-old blacksmith was 

described as being 6' 1 1/2” tall with hazel eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Robb was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at the fort on 6 July.  He 

served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He served on the Niagara Front in 1814 and was 
listed as sick in the hospital at Sackett's Harbor, New York beginning on 6 September.  Apparently he was being 

transported to Albany when he died on 20 September 1814 for the records state that he died “on the road to Albany” 
of a “natural death.” 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Died: Disease—NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

 

Private Elemuel Robbinett.  Elemuel Robbinett (b. 1789, Brooke, VA) enlisted on 4 May 1812 in Kentucky for five 
years with Captain Henry Richard Graham's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Robbinett, a 23 year-old boatman, 

was described as being 6' 1 1/4” tall with blue eyes, black hair, and a light complexion. 

   On 26 June 1813 Robbinett was transferred to Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July and 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November.  On 15 September 1813 while on a wood detail Robbinett set 
his musket down and left it about two hundred yards outside the fort overnight.  When it was found the next 

morning it was broken and “rendered useless.”  Robbinett was ordered to pay for “putting the Musket in the same 
order as before it was broke.” 

  In 1814 Robinett served on Niagara Front and was wounded at the Battle of Lundy's Lane on 25 July.  He 

recovered and was transferred back to the U.S. Rifles in 1815 serving in Captain Thomas Ramsey's Company 
during the winter and spring, Captain Willoughby Morgan's Company by the summer and finally Captain John 

O'Fallon's Company from October 1815 until his discharge.  On 25 March 1815 he was charged with stealing and 
sentenced to receive twenty-five lashes, of which fifteen were remitted. Robbinett was discharged on 4 May 1817 
at Fort Belle Fontaine. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

*Private Gregory Rogan.  Gregory Rogan enlisted on 19 October 1806 for five years.  Rogan sailed north with 

Pinkney's Company to help construct the new factory post.  In early 1810 Rogan was employed at the factory for 
four days earning forty cents.  Between July and September 1810 he worked 19 1/2 days at fourteen cents per day, 
plying his trade as a stone mason.  He again was hired between July and September 1811 at fourteen cents per day 

for an additional eleven days.  Rogan was honorably discharged on 19 October 1811. 
  He re-enlisted with Captain Stark on 1 November 1811 for an additional five years.  On the night of 29 March 

1812, Rogan was on guard duty in one of the blockhouses.  According to one of the fort's officers, “at 11 o'clock at 

night, one of these imps of Pluto's regions crawled up, snake like, and wounded one of our sentries, with a load of 
eight buckshot.”  The next morning the fort's acting physician, First Lieutenant Thomas Hamilton, removed three 

of the buckshot and declared Rogan would recover.  That was not the case and Rogan died of his wounds on 13 
April. 

Military Service: 1806-1812 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-April 1812 (KIA) 
 

 

Private John Rogers.  John Rogers (b. 1781, Lancaster, PA—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) enlisted for five years 
in Washington, Kentucky on 22 April 1812 with Captain Henry Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Rogers, a 31 

year-old cordwainer, was described as being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes, red hair and a light complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Rogers was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  

He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he marched to New York with Captain 

Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry and fought on the Niagara Front.  He was wounded at the Battle of 

Lundy's Lane 25 July 1814 and remained in the hospitals at Williamsville and Greenbush, New York until March 
1815 when he rejoined his company.  Rogers died of diarrhea at Sackett's Harbor, New York on 10 April 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: Diarrhea @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 



 

Private James Scott.  James Scott (b. 1794, PA) enlisted for five years on 21 April 1812 with First Lieutenant 
Thomas Ramsey, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Scott, an 18 year-old farmer, was described as being 5' 7” tall with blue 

eyes, dark hair and a light complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Scott was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July. He 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he was transferred in Captain John Symmes' 

Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry and served on the Niagara Front.  Scott served out his five years and was discharged at 

Mackinac on 21 April 1817. 

 Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Jacob Schaffner.  Jacob Schaffner (b. 1790, PA—d. 1814, Fort Erie, U.C.) enlisted on 23 April 1812 for 
five years with First Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Schaffner, a 22 year-old weaver, was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Schaffner was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  

He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he was transferred to Captain John 
Symmes' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry and served on the Niagara Front.  Schaffner died of fever at Fort Erie, Upper 

Canada on 1 October 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Died: Fever @ Fort Erie) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

 Private John Shaw.  John Shaw (b. 1788, Derry, Ireland) enlisted on 17 January 1807 at the age of 18 for five years. 

Shaw was described as being 5' 6” tall with blue eyes and light hair and complexion. 
  In the summer of 1808 Shaw attempted to desert but was arrested and had $17.33 taken from his pay to cover 

the “expenses incurred by his desertion.”  Shaw traveled north with Pinkney's Company to construct the factory 

post.  In 1810 he was employed as a laborer by the factory for five days, earning fifty cents.  Factory work 
abstracts for 1811 only record two days of labor at ten cents per day.  The 23 year-old Irishman re-enlisted at Fort 
Madison for an additional five years on 23 December 1811.   

  Shaw served as a cannoneer on one of the guns position in Blockhouses #1 and #2.  On 5 June 1812 Shaw 
was one of the relief guard detail caught sleeping in the guardhouse under the command of Private John Smith (see 

below).  Shaw had his whiskey ration stopped for fifteen days and received hard labor for that period as well.  On 
the morning of 16 October 1813 Shaw was again arrested, this time for being drunk when called for guard duty.  
He was sentenced to ride the wooden horse for two hours with one hour intermission and have his whiskey ration 

stopped for two weeks. 
  Shaw served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he marched to New York 

with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry and served on the Niagara Front.  On 3 June 1815 

Shaw was listed as present with Hamilton's Company, but “unfit for duty.”  He was discharged on either the 5
th

 or 
6

th
 July 1815. 

Military Service: 1807-1815 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private Adam Showers.  Adam Showers (b. 1780, NJ) enlisted for five years on 22 July 1806.  Considering he was 

26 years-old this may have been a re-enlistment.  Showers was described as being 5' 7” tall with blue eyes and fair 
hair and complexion. 

  In 1810 Showers was employed by the factory for 76 days earning $7.60 for his efforts.  In 1811 he was hired 

for 37 1/2 days at ten cents per day as the “cook for the men.”  It therefore is possible that was his job in 1810 as 
well.  Showers re-enlisted at Fort Madison on 29 May 1811 for an additional five years.  In 1812 Showers was 
assigned as a cannoneer on one of the guns position in Blockhouses #1 and #2.  He served at the fort until its 

abandonment in 1813.  Showers was discharged on 31 May 1814, possibly for disability. 

Military Service: 1806-1814 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 



 

Private Henry Shultz (Schultz).  Henry Shultz enlisted on 13 April 1806 for five years.  He sailed north with 
Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to help construct the new factory post.  Shultz does not appear on factory work 

abstracts for 1810 and 1811.  He was discharged on 13 April 1811. 
  On 10 June 1811 Shultz re-enlisted with Captain Joseph Cross' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery at Fort Belle 

Fontaine for five years.  Shultz was discharged on 30 June 1816, which may indicate a desertion attempt since 

there are an additional twenty days added to his five year term of service. 
Military Service: 1806-1811 & 1811-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-April 1811 
 

 

 

Private Henry Sieyia.  Henry Sieyia enlisted for five years on 17 September 1804.  He likely served at Natchitoches, 

Louisiana by 1806, possibly in Captain Edward Strong's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  In May 1809 

Sieyia was transferred to Captain Stark's Company at Fort Adams (MS) and he traveled north with Stark to Fort 
Madison, arriving there on 26 August.  Sieyia was honorably discharged at Fort Madison on 17 September 1809. 

Military Service: 1804-1809 

Service at Fort Madison: 26 August-17 September 1809 
 

 

 

Private John Smith.  John Smith (b. 1776, PA—d. 1814, Fort Belle Fontaine, MO) enlisted for five years on 2 
March 1807.  Considering he was 30 years old this may have been a re-enlistment and Smith conceivably could 

have served in Wayne's Legion.  Smith was described as being 5' 8” tall with dark eyes, hair and complexion. 
   In 1810 Smith was hired by the factory for 18 1/2 days at ten cents per day.  In 1811 he worked an additional 

12 1/2 days as a laborer for ten cents per day.  The 35 year-old Pennsylvanian re-enlisted for an additional five 

years on 1 December 1811.   
  On 20 February 1812 Smith was convicted of sitting down while on guard duty on the night of the 19

th
 and 

not hailing the Round.  He received fifty lashes at evening roll call.  Smith also served as a cannoneer on one of the 

guns positioned in Blockhouses #1 and #2.   
  On the morning of 5 June 1812 Smith, who had command of the guard detail, was found asleep in the 

guardhouse with the relief.  He received fifty lashes at evening roll call.  He served at the fort until its 

abandonment in November 1813.  Beginning in October 1813 Smith became very ill.  He was probably one of the 
ten soldiers unable to help with the evacuation of the fort.  Smith returned to Fort Belle Fontaine with the company 

where he died on 18 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1807-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private Thomas Stephenson (Stevenson).  Thomas Stephenson enlisted 5 November 1805 for five years.  By the 
summer of 1808 Stephenson had been promoted to sergeant.  On 3 November 1808 he was demoted to private for 
unknown reasons.  During 1810 he was recorded as having worked 2 1/2 days for the factory at ten cents per day. 

He was discharged on 5 November 1810. 

Military Service: 1805-1810 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1810 
 

 

Private Samuel Thompson.  Samuel Thompson (b. 1781, Montgomery County, PA—d. 1814, Fort Belle Fontaine, 
MO) enlisted for five years on 23 March 1807.  Thompson was described as being 5' 9” tall with dark eyes, hair 
and complexion. 

  Thompson, a sawyer by trade, was heavily employed by the factory and probably the army.  Factory work 
abstracts for 1810 show Thompson working 70 1/2 days at ten cents per day, despite being listed as an artificer.  In 
1811 he was hired for 12 1/2 more days at fourteen cents per day.  The 30 year-old Pennsylvanian re-enlisted for 

another five years on 28 December 1811. 
  On 24 February 1812 Thompson obtained one and half pints of whiskey from Francis Scew, an employee of 

the fur trader Denis Julian.  Thompson was apparently not charged but Scew was thrown out of the fort. 



  Thompson served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Unfortunately he died at Fort Belle 

Fontaine on 31 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1807-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

*Private Nicholas Tracy.  Nicholas Tracy enlisted on 19 January 1807 for five years.  In the summer of 1808 Tracy 
deserted from Fort Belle Fontaine, possibly with Private John Shaw (see above).  He was back with the company 

by August 1808 and under $17.33 worth of stoppages from his pay for “expenses incurred by his desertion.”  Tracy 
traveled north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to build the new factory post.  Tracy died at Fort Madison 
on 2 August 1809. 

Military Service: 1807-1809 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-August 1809 (Died: Disease) 
 

 

 

Private Isaac Voocher (Voochees & Voches).  Isaac Voocher (b. 1783, Kent County, MD) enlisted for five years on 
24 March 1812 in Chillicothe, Ohio with Captain James S. Swearingen, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment.  Voocher, a 29 

year-old saddle maker, was described as being 5' 9” tall with dark eyes, black hair and a dark complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Voocher was transferred to Captain Stark and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He served 

at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 Voocher served on the Niagara Front.  He was ill at 

the hospital in Williamsville, New York from October 1814 until February 1815.  He was honorably discharged at 
Fort Dearborn (Chicago) on 24 March 1817.  Voocher re-enlisted for another five years in the 3

rd
 U.S Infantry 

Regiment in Chillicothe, Ohio on 14 October 1817, serving until 14 October 1822. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 & 1817-1822 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Willis Wade.  Willis Wade (b. 1792, VA—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) enlisted for five years on 21 July 

1812 at Cape Girardeau with Captain Simon Owens', 1
st
 U.S. Infantry.  The 20 year-old Virginia carpenter 

accompanied Captain Stark and the re-enforcements to Fort Madison in September 1812. On 1 May 1813 Wade 
was promoted to corporal.  On 5 June Wade was tried for “embezzling the company whiskey when doing the 

orderly duty and drinking it with a private soldier or soldiers on the 4
th

 instant.”  Wade was found guilty and was 
demoted to private and ordered to replace twenty gills of whiskey. 

  Wade served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  He marched to New York with his 
company and fought on the Niagara Front.  Wade died at Sackett's Harbor, New York of fever on 19 March 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: Fever @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1812-November 1813 
 

 

Private Jacob Waggonner.  Jacob Waggonner (b. 1781, PA) enlisted for five years on 24 October 1806.  Waggonner 
was described as being 5' 8 1/2” tall with hazel eyes, black hair and a light complexion. 

  Waggonner had an interesting career.  He remained at Fort Belle Fontaine, “on command,” when Pinkney's 
Company sailed north in August 1808, but joined the company by October.  In 1810 Waggonner was employed by 
factory for 40 1/2 days, fifteen of those days were paid off at the rate of ten cents per day.  The other 25 1/2 were 

paid at twelve and a quarter cents per day and the comments on the abstract state: “artificer, a full day at his trade.”  
Unfortunately his trade was not revealed.  It is a strange pay rate since all the other skilled labor received fourteen 

cents per day.  In early 1811 Waggonner was paid twenty-eight cents for two day's employment as a plasterer and 
another day at ten cents as a laborer. 

  On 14 February 1811 Waggonner was paid ten dollars for “the hire of one horse sent to the soos [Sioux].” 

Why a private in the infantry had a horse is unknown at this time.  It is equally unclear if Waggonner accompanied 
the horse on what appears to have been some sort of trade mission to the Des Moines River Sioux (probably the 
Yankton Nakota).  The 30 year old Pennsylvanian extended his enlistment another five years on 23 May 1811.   

  How much trouble Waggonner was in between 1806 and 1812 is not known.  But beginning in January 1812 
Waggonner left quite a mark.  On the morning of 1 January 1812 Waggonner was arrested for breaking the public 
sled and verbally abusing the sentinel.  He was found not guilty of abusing the sentinel but was ordered to repair 



the sled at his personal expense and received ten day's hard labor and confinement a night.  Angry over this 

Waggonner apparently made a threat to desert and was arrested again on the morning of the 4
th

 for using “improper 
language...tending to a trial of desertion.”  Waggonner was found guilty and received thirty lashes as well as 

having his hard labor assignment extended to twenty days. 
  On the night of 24 February 1812 Waggonner was found sitting down at his post while on guard duty.   He 

received fifty lashes at evening roll call on the 25
th

.  On 29 April Waggonner was again charged with sitting down 

while on guard duty in Blockhouse #4 on the night of the 28
th

.  He pleaded not guilty and was found not guilty and 
released.  Waggonner, Private John Ritts (see above) and Private Alexander Brown, 1

st
 Artillery (see below) 

deserted from Fort Madison on 28 June.  Waggonner and his two companions were apprehended and confined at 

Fort Belle Fontaine.  Waggonner and Ritts returned to Fort Madison with Captain Stark and the re-enforcements on 
13 September 1812.  Both men had $8.25 withheld from their pay to cover expenses incurred during their 

apprehension. 
  On 26 September 1813 Waggonner was arrested and charged with rioting in his barracks room.  He pleaded 

not guilty but was found guilty and sentenced to two hours on the wooden horse with one hour's intermission and 

to have his whiskey ration stopped for two weeks.   
  Waggonner's final recorded arrest occurred on the afternoon of 19 October 1813 when he was charged with 

using disrespectful language toward Second Lieutenant William Parker, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery.  According to the court 

record Waggoner said, “by God he, Lieut. Parker, did not use his privates well & repeating the words, by God, he 
[Parker] did not do justice by them.”  For this statement Waggonner was “confined during the term of twenty four 

hours to ride the wooden horse every fourth hour, [and] to be confined in the intervals with his head in the stocks, 
[and] to be deprived of his rations of whiskey for one month.” 

  He traveled with the company to the Niagara Front in 1814 and was present until sometime in July when he 

deserted and apparently was never apprehended. 

Military Service: 1806-1814 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: October 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private Benjamin Watkins.  Benjamin Watkins (b. 1779, NC) enlisted for five years with Ensign John Meeks, 7
th

 
U.S. Infantry Regiment in Ohio on 27 June 1812.  Watkins, 33 years-old, was described as being 5' 6 1/2” tall with 
gray eyes, black hair and a dark complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Watkins was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  
He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Watkins was lasted recorded as “present, sick” on 
30 April 1814.  No other record of him has been found. 

Military Service: 1812-1814/17 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private Jesse Watson.  Jesse Watson (b. 1773, MD) enlisted for five years on 27 March 1807 at the age of about 33, 
perhaps making this a re-enlistment.  Watson is yet another possible candidate for having served in Wayne's Legion.  
Watson was described as being 5' 8” tall with black eyes and hair and a dark complexion. 

  Watson traveled north with Pinkney's Company and helped build the new factory post.  In 1810 he was 
employed for 28 1/2 days at ten cents per day at the factory.  Watson was hired as a common laborer in 1811 by the 
factory again at ten cents per day for 59 1/2 days.  On 24 December 1811 Watson re-enlisted at the age of 38 for 

five more years.  He continued to serve at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  Watson was ill 
at the time of the withdrawal from the fort and may have been one of the ten unable to help. 

  In 1814 Watson served on the Niagara Front in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry.  In 

February 1815 Watson was transferred to Captain John Symmes' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry.  He was discharged 

for disability on either 5 or 6 July 1815 at Sackett's Harbor, New York. 

Military Service: 1807-1815 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 

 

 

Private James White, Jr.  James White, Jr. (b. 1777, Ireland) enlisted on 24 January 1807 at the age of 30, possibly 
making this a re-enlistment.  White as described as being 5' 6 3/4” tall with blue eyes and light hair and 

complexion.  The junior designation was likely a simple means of telling the two James Whites in the company 
(see James White, Sr. below) apart, James White, Jr. being about four years younger than James White, Sr. 



  Factory abstracts for 1810 and 1811 do not record White having worked for the factory.  White was arrested 

for an unknown offense on 23 January 1812.  He was discharged the next day.  Following his discharge he stayed 
on at the fort as a civilian military employee, or “a follower of the army.” Such individuals were subject to military 

punishment.  On the night of 28 January 1812 White was arrested for rioting in his barracks room and verbally 
abusing Sergeant Joseph Ozier (see above).  He received forty lashes at evening roll call and was required to 
publicly “ask pardon” of Sergeant Ozier on the parade ground.  White, still remaining on the duty rosters, 

continued to work at the fort until at least March. 
  On 3 June 1812 the 35 year-old Irishman re-enlisted in St. Louis with Captain Stark and returned to Fort 

Madison as a soldier. On 22 September 1813 White was again arrested for trying to strike Corporal Robert 

Dougherty (see above) and for calling the 47 year-old corporal “a damned Old Rascal.”  He was sentenced to two 
hours on the wooden horse and two hours with his feet confined in the stocks.   

  White served at Fort Madison until its abandonment in November 1813.  In 1814 he marched to New York 
and served on the Niagara Front.  He was discharged at Fort Dearborn (Chicago) from Captain Hezekiah Bradley's 
Company, 3

rd
 U.S. Infantry on 31 June 1817.  The discrepancy between his enlistment date and his discharge date 

may indicate additional time added to his term of service, possibly for a desertion attempt. 
Military Service: 1807-1812 & 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-November 1813 
 

 

Private James White, Sr.  James White, Sr. (b. 1773, PA) enlisted for five years on 22 September 1806.  White was 
33 years-old making this potentially a re-enlistment.  He is yet another possible candidate for having served in 
Wayne's Legion.  White was described as being 5' 10” tall with hazel eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion. 

  White sailed north with Pinkney's Company in August 1808 to help construct the new factory post.  He was a 
stone mason by trade and was used heavily by the factory and probably the fort as well.  He was employed by John 

Johnson for a total of 64 days in 1810, six and half of those days at ten cents per day and the rest at the rate of 
fourteen cents per day.  In 1811 he was again hired for 57 days, part of which was paid at fourteen cents per day 
the other at 12 1/2 cents per day.  White was discharged on 22 September 1811. 

  White re-enlisted at the age of 38 on 17 October 1811 at Fort Belle Fontaine with Captain Eli Clemson's 
Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry for five years.  He served at Fort Osage until the abandonment of that post.  White 

continued to serve in Clemson’s old company under Captain John Symmes' Company. He participated in the 

Second Peoria Campaign (30 August-28 November 1813) helping to construct Fort Clark and participated in the 
Battle of Fort Clark on 27 September. 

  In 1814 White served on the Niagara Front in Symmes' Company, fighting at the Battle of Lundy's Lane on 

25 July and participating in the siege of Fort Erie.  By February 1815 White was ill in the hospital and was finally 
discharged, probably due to his health, on 5 July 1815 at Sackett's Harbor, New York. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 & 1811-1815 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-September 1811 

 
 

Private Lewis Winnette (Wimette).  Lewis Winnette (b. 1779, Montreal, Canada—d. 1816, Detroit) enlisted on 28 
July 1807 for five years.  Winnette was described as being 5' 8” tall with dark eyes, black hair and a dark 

complexion.   
  Winnette was transferred into Stark's Company sometime between January and September 1810.  The 33 

year-old Canadian re-enlisted on 28 April 1812 at Fort Madison.  On the night of 12 March 1812 Winnette was 
arrested for sitting down while on guard duty at the factory building.  According to the records, “The Prisoner 
being put to plea answered foreign to the Question.”  He was found guilty and received fifty lashes at evening roll 

call. 
  In 1814 Winnette marched with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry to New York and 

served along the Niagara Front.  He was transferred to Captain Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry in 

1815 and while serving at Detroit was reported as having gone missing on 4 November 1816, “presumed drowned.” 

Military Service: 1807-1816 (Died: Drowning @ Detroit) 

Service at Fort Madison: 1810-November 1813 
 

 

Private Samuel Winstead.  Samuel Winstead (b. 1791, Shenandoah County, VA) enlisted for five years on 15 
March 1812 with Captain James S. Swearingen, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment.  Winstead, a 21 year-old blacksmith, 



was described as being 6' tall with blue eyes, black hair, and a dark complexion. 

  On 26 June 1813 Winstead was transferred to Stark's Company, arriving at Fort Madison on 6 July.  He 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Winstead marched to New York with Captain Thomas 

Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry in 1814 and served along the Niagara Front.  On 17 September he was 

transferred into Captain John Symmes' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry while serving at Fort Erie.  In 1816 and 1817 he 

was stationed at Detroit and Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He finally received his discharge from the 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry at 

Fort Dearborn (Chicago) on 15 March 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 
 

 

Private George Wise (Wiese).  George Wise enlisted for five years on 6 August 1806.  Wise accompanied his unit 
north to construct the new factory post in August 1808.  In 1810 Wise was employed for 12 1/2 days at ten cents 
per day.  Between April and June 1811 worked one additional day as a laborer earning ten cents.  Wise was 

discharged on 5 August 1811. 

Military Service: 1806-1811 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1808-August 1811 
 

 

Private William Yeckard.  William Yeckard (b. 1777, Poland) enlisted for five years on 1 July 1812 with Captain 
Henry Graham, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Yeckard, a 35 year-old, Polish cordwainer, was described as being 5' 6 

1/2” tall with hazel eyes, black hair and a dark complexion. 
  On 26 June 1813 Yeckard was transferred to Captain Stark's Company and arrived at Fort Madison on 6 July.  

He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Yeckard marched with Captain Thomas Hamilton's 

Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry to New York where he served on the Niagara Front.  While stationed at Fort Erie and 

under siege by the British, Yeckard deserted on 10 September and apparently was never apprehended. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: July-November 1813 (Replacement) 

 



 

 

Captain Simon Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment 

 

 
  The following soldiers from Owens' Company are known to have served at Fort Madison. Others likely 

escorted supply boats and the paymaster from time to time or were dispatched for other reasons.  

Unfortunately they remain unidentified.  For example, on the first quarter return (January-March) for 1811 

two musicians and one private from Owens' Company are listed as on command at Fort Madison.  In October 

1811 Captain Owens', Ensign John Shaw and nine privates were on command at Fort Madison for the court 

martial of Doctor Robert Simpson. 
 

 

Private David Ager.  David Ager (b. 1772, Antrim County, Ireland) enlisted with Ensign Robert C. Page in Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania on 8 September 1809 for five years.  Ager, a 37 year-old farmer, was described as being 5' 5” tall 
with gray eyes and sandy hair and complexion. 

  Ager sailed north with Second Lieutenant John Campbell to construct Fort Mason at the mouth of the Salt 

River in February 1812.  He appears to have been one of the men sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in April 1812 
under Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez.  He had returned to Fort Belle Fontaine by June. 

  Ager was part of the re-enforcements sent to Fort Madison in September 1812.  He arrived at the fort on 13 
September 1812 and served there until 9 July 1813 when his detachment returned to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In 1814 
he served on the Niagara Front and was discharged by Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Nicholas, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry on 

31 August 1814, although the discharged was dated to 7 September 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private Robert Allison.  Robert Allison (b. 1789, Fairfax County, VA—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) enlisted for 
five years on 29 March 1810 with Captain Simon Owens, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in Winchester, Virginia. 

Allison, a 21 year-old laborer, was described as being 5' 6” tall with hazel eyes, black hair and a dark complexion.   
  Allison accompanied Second Lieutenant John Campbell to the mouth of the Salt River to construct Fort 

Mason in February 1812.  He remained as part of the garrison until the summer of 1812 when he returned to Fort 
Belle Fontaine. 

  Allison was part of the detachment sent with Captain Stark to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812. 

Allison served at Fort Madison from 13 September 1812 until 9 July 1813 when he returned with his comrades to 
Fort Belle Fontaine. 

  In 1814 Allison was transferred to Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry and served on the 

Niagara Front.  He re-enlisted for an additional five years at Sackett's Harbor, New York on 15 December 1814.  
Unfortunately the young soldier died at Sackett's Harbor on 24 February 1815 “in a fit,” possibly an epileptic 

seizure.   

Military Service: 1810-1815 (Died: “in a fit” @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private Adam Andres.  Adam Andres (b. 1794, York County, PA) enlisted for five years in Washington, Kentucky 
on 10 November 1809 for five years with Second Lieutenant Francis W. Small, 2

nd
 U.S. Infantry.  Andres, a 15 

year-old laborer, was described as being 5' 3” tall with black eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. 
  On 10 July 1812 Andres deserted from Fort Belle Fontaine but surrendered at Louisville, Kentucky.  He faced 

a General Court Martial on 12 October at Fort Belle Fontaine and was sentenced to forty days constant fatigue 

with a ball and chain attached to his leg.  Andres had his pay stopped for ten days and had the ten days he was 
gone added to his term of service.  He was arrested again and brought before a General Court Martial at Fort Belle 

Fontaine on 13 February 1813 for disobedience of orders.  The young man had his whiskey ration stopped for two 
weeks. 

  In late June 1813 Andres accompanied Second Lieutenant John A. Shaw, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry to Fort Madison 

with the forty-three replacements being sent to that post.  Arriving on 6 July Andres remained there until Shaw and 



the detachment from Owens' Company, that was part of the troops being relieved, departed on the 9
th

.   He helped 

defend the fort on 8 July when a fatigue detail was attacked by Winnebago, Menominee and Sac warriors. 
  In 1814 Andres served on the Niagara Front in Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry and 

was discharged at the expiration of his term of service on 20 November 1814 in Williamsville, New York. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 6-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private John Cantwell (Kentwell).  See Private John Cantwell's entry above under Captain Stark's Company. 

 

 

Private John Carnes.  John Carnes (b. 1788, Loudoun County, VA) enlisted for five years on 1 March 1809 with 
Captain Simon Owens, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in Winchester, Virginia.  Carnes, a 21 year-old laborer, was 

described as being 5' 6 or 7 1/2” tall with black eyes and hair and either a fair or dark complexion. 
  Carnes' younger brother, Thomas, at the age of 17, enlisted in October 1809 in the same company.  Carnes 

was tried by a General Court Martial at Fort Belle Fontaine on 20 July 1810 for sleeping at his guard post.  He was 

sentenced to fifty lashes.  He faced a Garrison Court Martial on 27 January 1812 for neglect of duty and received 
seven days police (cleaning up garbage) as his punishment. 

  Carnes was part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at the fort 

from 13 September 1812 until 9 July 1813.  Carnes participated in the defense of the fort on 8 July when his 
comrade, Private John Minard (see below) was fatally wounded.  Upon his return to Fort Belle Fontaine, Carnes 

was arrested for drunkenness (perhaps in response to the death of Minard) and tried on 17 July.  He was sentenced 
to ten days hard labor and confinement.   

  Carnes participated in the Second Peoria Campaign and re-enlisted for the duration of the war at Fort Clark 

on 1 December 1813 with Captain Owens.  He was transferred to Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. 

Infantry and served on the Niagara Front.  Carnes was discharged at Sackett's Harbor, New York on 24 May 1815 
due to his term of serve expiring.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1809-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Musician John Darley.  John Darley (b. 1784, Ireland) enlisted for five years on 30 September 1809 with Captain 
Simon Owens, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in Berryville, Virginia as a fifer.  Darley, a 25 year-old, Irish cooper, was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with blue eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion. 
  Darley had a difficult time apparently adjusting to the military and his over indulgence in alcohol did not help.  

The following garrison trials all occurred at Fort Belle Fontaine.  On 1 October 1810 he was tried for disobedience 

of orders and received “30 slaps,” apparently he was cobbed, that is paddled with a wooden paddle. This incident 
was followed by another trial on 6 September 1811 in which he was convicted of being absent without leave and 
drunk.  Darley was confined for fifteen days and had his whiskey ration stopped during that time.  On 3 November 

1811 he was again on trial this time for disorderly conduct and was confined for two weeks and had his whiskey 
ration withheld during that period as well. 

  On 6 January 1812 Darley was once again on trial for intoxication and was confined for one month and had 
his whiskey ration stopped during that time.  On 21 January, apparently while still serving his time for his last 
infraction, Darley was convicted of neglect of duty and had his whiskey stopped for an additional week.  On 19 

February Darley received thirty-nine lashes for drunkenness and 10 June another thirty lashes for drunkenness and 
fighting.  Finally on 23 August both he and Musician William McGalia (see below) were reduced to privates for an 
unspecified offense. 

  Darley accompanied Captain Stark to Fort Madison in September 1812 as part of the re-enforcements sent to 
that post.  On 1 February 1813 Lieutenant Hamilton promoted him back to fifer.  By April 1813 Darley was back at 
Fort Belle Fontaine.  On 16 July 1813 Darley was charged with drunkenness again while serving at the Portage de 

Sioux blockhouse.  He received six day's confinement.  In 1814 he served on the Niagara Front and was discharged 
on 30 September 1814 at Fort Erie due to the expiration of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-April 1813     

 



 

Private Conrad Demoine (Dominc).  Conrad Demoine enlisted for five years on 10 October 1808.  He deserted 
from Fort Belle Fontaine on 11 July 1811 but was arrested the same day.  Demoine was charged in a General Court 
Martial on 21 August and sentenced to receive fifty lashes from a wired cat-of-nine tails, divided into five separate 

whippings, to be carried out in minute strokes.  The remainder of his time in confinement was to be spent with a 
ball and chain attached to his leg.  By April 1812 Demoine was confined at Fort Belle Fontaine for desertion again. 

  Demoine was part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at the 

fort until July 1813 when he returned to his company.  Demoine participated in the Second Peoria Campaign and 
was discharged at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) on 10 October 1813 due to the expiration of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1808-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private John Fitzgibbon (Fitzgibbons).  See Private John Fitzgibbon's entry above under Captain Stark's Company. 

 

 

Private John French.  John French (b. 1781, NJ—d. 1814, Fort Clark, IL) enlisted for five years in Captain Simon 
Owens' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 14 November or December 1809.  French, a 28 year-old laborer, 

was described as being 5' 11” tall with black eyes and hair and a dark complexion. 

  On 29 August 1810 French was tried and found guilty at Fort Belle Fontaine for neglect of duty but had his 
fifteen lash sentence remitted.  On 15 June 1812 he was again tried at Fort Belle Fontaine for leaving his room 
after tattoo.  French was found guilty and received thirty lashes. 

  French was part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at Fort 
Madison from 13 September 1812 until 9 July 1813.  On 1 June 1813 he was tried at Fort Madison for drawing a 
shirt from the quartermaster and selling it to Private Christopher H. Gowin, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment (see below) 

and for stealing a shirt from Private John Hymes, Stark's Company, 1
st
 Infantry (see above) all of which was done 

between 6 April and 20 May 1813.  French was found guilty and sentenced to ride the wooden horse for twenty-
four hours, one hour every four, and to twenty days hard labor and confinement.   

  French participated in the defense of the fort during the attack on 8 July and left to return to Fort Belle 
Fontaine on 9 July.  French participated in the Second Peoria Campaign and died at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) on 3 

January 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Clark, IL) 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private Benjamin Leach.  Benjamin Leach (b. 1770, Frederick, MD—d. 1815) enlisted with Captain Simon Owens, 
1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 14 April 1809 for five years in Winchester, Virginia.  Leach, a 31 year-old farmer, 

was described as being 5' 8” tall with black eyes and dark hair and complexion.   
  Leach accompanied the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at the fort 

until 9 July 1813, participating in the defense of the post during the 8 July attack by Winnebago, Menominee and 
Sac Warriors.  He likely served in the Second Peoria Campaign (August-November 1813) and was discharged on 
14 April 1814 due to the expiration of his term of service. 

  Leach returned to Winchester, Virginia where he enlisted on 8 June 1814 with Captain John S. Peyton's 
Company, U.S. Corps of Artillery for the duration of the war.  Leach died on 27 January 1815. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 & 1814-1815 (Died: Disease) 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private Enoch Lewis.  Enoch Lewis (b. 1787, East Windsor, CT) enlisted with Captain Simon Owens, 1
st
 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment for five years on 5 January 1812.  Lewis, a 25 year-old farmer, was described as being 5' 7” tall 
with blue eyes, sandy hair and a fair complexion. 

  Lewis accompanied Second Lieutenant John Campbell to the mouth of the Salt River in February 1812 to 
construct Fort Mason.  He appears to have been part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in April 
1812 under Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez.  He had returned to Fort Belle Fontaine by June. 

  Lewis was part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at the fort 



until 9 July 1813 and helped defend the post against the 8 July attack by the Winnebago, Menominee and Sac. He 

was transferred into Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry and served along the Niagara Front in 

1814.  By 1815 he was serving at Sackett's Harbor, New York and was promoted to corporal on 1 March.  In 

December 1815 Hamilton's Company became Captain Hezekiah Bradley's Company, 3
rd

 U.S. Infantry and Leach 
served at Detroit and Fort Dearborn (Chicago) where he was honorably discharged on 5 January 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private George Magnus (Magnes).  George Magnus (b. 1792, VA) enlisted for five years with his older brother, 
Levi (see below), on 3 September 1809 in Berkley County, Virginia with Ensign John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment.  Magnus, a 17 year-old laborer, was described as being 5' 6” tall with dark eyes and hair and a fair 

complexion. 
  In February 1812 Magnus was part of the detachment sent to construct Fort Mason near the mouth of the Salt 

River.  He remained a part of that garrison until the fort's abandonment in April 1813.  Magnus was assigned as 

one of a guard detail of fifteen men escorting supply boats to Fort Madison in June 1812. They did not stay long 
and were issued four days rations and four days extra whiskey to cover 17-20 June. 

  Magnus was arrested and tried on 14 August 1813 at the Portage de Sioux blockhouse, charged with 

disobedience of orders for playing cards.  The outcome of his trial was not recorded.  Magnus was discharged at 
Buffalo, New York on 3 September 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: a few days in June 1812 (Supply Boat Escort) 

 

 

Private Levi Magnus (Magnes).  Levi Magnus (b. 1788, VA) enlisted for five years on 3 September 1809 in 
Berkley County, Virginia with Ensign John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Magnus, a 21 year-old laborer, 

was described as being 5' 9” tall with dark eyes and fair hair and complexion. 

  He was promoted to corporal on 1 January 1810 and then to sergeant on 8 January 1812.  Almost immediately 
he began to have trouble.  On 21 January 1812 he was tried for “abusing a soldier” and on 8 February for “neglect 
of duty” but he must not have been found guilty for he retained his rank. 

  In February he accompanied Second Lieutenants John Campbell and Baronet Vasquez to the mouth of the 
Salt River to construct Fort Mason.  Once Fort Mason was complete Magnus was placed in charge of detachment 

of soldiers from the 1
st
 Infantry and 1

st
 Artillery under Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez and sent to re-enforce 

Fort Madison in early April.  On 11 April Magnus was tried for being drunk and fighting with Private Alexander 
Browne, 1

st
 Artillery (see below) near the fort.  Magnus was found guilty and was reduced in rank to a private.  In 

late May or early June Magnus returned to Fort Belle Fontaine.     
  Upon his return to Fort Belle Fontaine he was tried again for “neglect of duty” on 17 June 1812 and then on 

24 June for “mutinous conduct,” which ended in a punishment of seventy-five lashes.   

  On 13 February 1813 Magnus was arrested again at Belle Fontaine for “disobedience of orders” and on 19 
December 1813 at Fort Clark he was charged with “rioting and abusive language,” because of which he was fined 

one month's pay.  Magnus served out his term and was discharged at Buffalo, New York on 3 September 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: April-May 1812 

 
 

Private William McGalia (McGahia).  William McGalia (b. 1788, Frederick, VA) enlisted for five years on 20 

February 1809 with Captain Simon Owens, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in Winchester, Virginia as a drummer. 

McGalia, a 21 year-old shoemaker, was described as being 5' 9” tall with hazel eyes, dark hair and a swarthy 
complexion. 

  McGalia and Musician John Darley (see above) may have been close friends.  Both young men were arrested 
on 21 January 1812 for neglect of duty and had their whiskey stopped for one week.  On 23 August 1812 both men 
were reduced in rank from musician to private for an unrecorded offense.   

  In September 1812 McGalia joined the detachment sailing north to re-enforce the besieged Fort Madison. 
McGalia served at Fort Madison from 13 September 1812 until 9 July 1813 helping to defend the post against the 

8 July attack by the Winnebago, Menominee and Sac.   



  He appears to have served in the Second Peoria Campaign and was a member of the garrison at Fort Clark 

(Peoria, IL) until his discharge on 20 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September-9 July 1813 

 

 

*Private John Minard.  John Minard (b. 1777, New London, CT—d. 1813, Fort Madison) enlisted for five years 

with Captain Simon Owens, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment at Fort Belle Fontaine on 16 August 1812.  Minard, a 35 

year-old farmer, was described as being 5' 5” tall with dark eyes, hair and complexion. 
  Minard was tried on 8 February 1813 at Fort Belle Fontaine for neglect of duty and had his whiskey ration 

stopped for one week.  He arrived at Fort Madison sometime in April 1813 to rotate out some of his comrades 
from Owens' Company who had been at the fort since September 1812.  On 8 July 1813 Minard was part of a 

wood detail ambushed west of the fort by Winnebago, Menominee and Sac warriors.  Minard was fatally wounded 
but managed to make it back inside the fort before dying. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: April-8 July 1813 (KIA) 

 

 

Private Thomas Montier (Minteer or Manter).  Thomas Montier (b. 1789, Westmoreland County PA—d. 1814) 
enlisted in Newport, Pennsylvania on 24 November 1809 for five years with Ensign James W. Bryson, 1

st
 U.S. 

Infantry Regiment. Montier, a 20 year-old laborer, was described as being 5' 10” tall with blue eyes and fair hair 

and complexion. 
  On 1 October 1810 Montier was tried at Fort Bell Fontaine for disobedience of orders and sentenced to thirty 

lashes, although the sentence was remitted.  Montier was sent to Fort Madison in March or April 1813 to replace 

one of the three members of Owens' Company who had been moved elsewhere.  On about 7 May 1813, while still 
at Fort Madison, Montier got into a fight with Private John Cantwell (see above) near Blockhouse #4.  Oddly there 
is no record of either man being charged.   

  In 1813 he was arrested again at Fort Belle Fontaine for an unspecified charge and placed on the wooden 
horse for three hours.  While stationed at Portage des Sioux, Montier was charged on 25 August 1813 with 
“filthiness” and sentenced to two hours on the wooden horse, although again this was remitted, perhaps because he 

agreed to take a bath.  Montier did not survive the war, being listed as having “died on the Ohio River” on 4 May 
1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 (Died: “on the Ohio River”) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April 1813-9 July 1813 
 

Captain Simon Owens.  Simon Owens (b. VA) received a commission as an ensign in the 8
th

 U.S. Infantry 
Regiment on 14 January 1799.  On 3 March 1799 Owens was promoted to second lieutenant and on 1 April 1800 
he became a first lieutenant.  He was honorably discharged on 15 June 1800 with the dismantling of army 

following the end of the threat of war with France.   
  On 16 February 1801 Owens obtained a commission in the 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment as a second lieutenant.  

He was promoted to first lieutenant on 15 December 1803 and captain on 18 August 1808.  In October 1811, 
accompanied by Ensign John Shaw (see below) and nine soldiers, Owens was dispatched to Fort Madison to 
preside over the court marital of Dr. Robert Simpson.  In September 1813 Owens led his company in the Second 

Peoria Campaign and fought in the Battle of Fort Clark.  He and his men helped construct Fort Clark and later 
garrisoned it into early 1814.  On 31 January 1814 Owens was promoted to major and saw service on the Niagara 
Front but was dismissed from the army on 2 October 1814. 

Military Service: 1799-1800 & 1801-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: October 1811 (Dr. Simpson's Court Martial) 
 

 

Private William Patton.  William Patton (b. 1782, Stafford, VA—d. 1814, Lundy's Lane) enlisted for five years on 4 

March 1810 in Winchester, Virginia with Captain Simon Owens, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Patton, a 28 year-old 

farmer, was described as being 5' 6 1/2” tall with gray eyes and fair hair and complexion. 
  On 13 July 1810, while serving at Fort Belle Fontaine, Patton was tried for intoxication but was acquitted. On 

6 January 1812 he again was tried for intoxication but had his twenty-five lash sentence remitted.  In February 



1812 Patton accompanied Second Lieutenant John Campbell to the mouth of the Salt River to help construct Fort 

Mason.  Patton was one of the men detached under Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez to re-enforce Fort Madison 
in April 1812.  In late May or early June he returned to Fort Belle Fontaine. 

  In September 1812 Patton accompanied the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison, where he remained 
until sent back to Fort Belle Fontaine in July 1813.  On 29 July, while stationed at the Portage de Sioux blockhouse, 
Patton was once again tried for intoxication and had his whiskey ration stopped for five days. 

  In 1814 Patton marched to New York for service on the Niagara Front.  He was killed in action at the Battle of 
Lundy's Lane on 25 July 1814. 

Military Service: 1810-1814 (KIA @ Battle of Lundy's Lane) 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private Joseph Pruette (Pruitt).  See Private Joseph Pruette's entry above under Captain Stark's Company. 
 

 

Private David Rood.  David Rood (b. 1790, Hanover, NJ) enlisted with Ensign James W. Bryson, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment for five years on 24 January 1810 in Newport, Kentucky.  Rood, a 20 year-old shoemaker, was described 
as being 5' 9 1/2” tall with blue eyes and fair hair and complexion. 

  Rood was a member of the detachment sent to build Fort Mason in February 1812.  He remained a part of the 

garrison there until the fort's abandonment in April 1813.  Rood was part of a guard detail with the supply boats 
that arrived at Fort Madison in June 1812.  He returned to St. Louis shortly thereafter.  In 1814 Rood was 

transferred to Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry and served on the Niagara Front.  By 

October he was sick at the hospital in Williamsville, New York. Rood was discharged at Sackett's Harbor, New 
York on 24 January 1815. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: a few days in June 1812 (Supply Boat Escort) 
 

*Private Thomas Sampson.  Thomas Sampson (b. 1791, VA—d. 1813, Fort Madison) enlisted in Martinsburg, 
Virginia on 12 September 1809 for five years with Ensign John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Sampson, 

an 18 year-old laborer, was described as being 5' 6” tall with gray eyes and dark hair and complexion. 

  In September 1812 Sampson was part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison.  Sampson was tried 
on 2 May 1813 for selling a pair of his military issued pantaloons to Private Eli Blackhard, Desha's Company, 24

th
 

Infantry (see below).  Sampson received ten days hard labor and confinement as a punishment.  On 2 June 
Sampson drowned at the fort possibly while part of the guard on the post's fortified gunboat. 

Military Service: 1809-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-2 June 1813 (Died: Drowned @ Fort Madison) 
 

 

 

Second Lieutenant John A. Shaw.  John A. Shaw (b. PA—d. 1819) received a commission as an ensign in the 1
st
 

U.S. Infantry Regiment on 22 April 1809.  In October 1811 Shaw accompanied Captain Owens and a detachment 
of nine soldiers to Fort Madison for the trial of Dr. Robert Simpson.  Shaw was placed in command of Fort Mason 

during the absence of Second Lieutenant John Campbell in the summer of 1812.  The Pennsylvanian received a 
promotion to second lieutenant on 26 August 1812 and another to first lieutenant on 21 February 1814.  Shaw 
commanded the detachment of replacements sent to Fort Madison in July 1813 and was present for the skirmish on 

the 8
th

.  Shaw was honorably discharged on 15 June 1815 but was re-instated on 17 May 1816 in the Light 
Artillery Regiment.  Shaw died on 8 August 1819. 

Military Service: 1809-1815 & 1816-1819 (Died) 

Service at Fort Madison: Brief stays between at least 1811 and 1813 
 

Private Richard Tanner.  Richard Tanner (b. 1789, Loudoun County, VA—d. 1815, Sackett's Harbor, NY) enlisted 
on 23 February 1810 in Martinsburg, Virginia for five years with Ensign John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment.  Tanner, a 21 year-old wheelwright, was described as being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes and dark hair and 

complexion. 
  On 23 or 24 September 1812 Tanner and Private William Ashby, Owens' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry, were 

dispatched as the express (mail) to Fort Madison with the news of the death of Captain Stark's wife, Hannah. 



Ashby appears to have stayed at Fort Mason and Tanner came on in a boat piloted by a Mr. Richardson.  Tanner 

returned to Fort Belle Fontaine by 20 October. 
  In 1814 Tanner served on the Niagara Front and re-enlisted with Captain Thomas Hamilton's Company, 1

st
 

U.S. Infantry at Sackett's Harbor, New York on 23 November 1814.  Unfortunately Tanner died of consumption 
near Sackett's Harbor on 26 April 1815. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 (Died: Consumption @ Sackett's Harbor, NY) 

Service at Fort Madison: September 1812 (Express) 
 

 

Corporal William Wager.  William Wager (b. 1788, Mifflin County, TN) enlisted on 6 October 1809 for five years 
with Second Lieutenant Francis W. Small, 2

nd
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in Washington County, Kentucky.  Wager, a 

21 year-old shoemaker, was described as being 5' 8” tall with gray eyes and fair hair and complexion. 
  On 31 July 1812 Wager was appointed corporal.  In September he led the detachment under Captain Stark 

sent to re-enforce the besieged garrison at Fort Madison.  Wager served at Fort Madison until July 1813 and then 

returned to St. Louis.  On 31 December 1813 he was promoted to sergeant.  In 1814 he served on the Niagara 
Front and was discharged on 6 October 1814 at Williamsville, New York. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812- 9 July 1813 

 

Sergeant Henry Waggoner (Wagoner).  Henry Waggoner (b. 1787, Berkley County, VA) enlisted for five years on 
7 July 1808 in Martinsburg, Virginia with Ensign John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Waggoner, a 21 

year-old laborer, was described as being 5” 9” tall with blue eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion. 

  Waggoner was tried on 23 August 1810 for neglect of duty while serving at Fort Belle Fontaine but was 
acquitted of the charge.  The records are not clear as to when Waggoner was promoted to sergeant but he held that 
rank by early 1812. 

  In February 1812 Waggoner was part of the detachment sent to build Fort Mason, near the mouth of the Salt 
River.  He served there from February 1812 until April 1813 when the post was abandoned.  In June 1812 he was 
part of a guard detail for supply boats going to Fort Madison and spent a brief time at the fort.  Waggoner was 

discharged at Fort Belle Fontaine on 7 July 1813. 
  Waggoner re-enlisted with the 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment as a sergeant. On 13 July 1814 he was promoted to 

the rank of ensign.  He was again promoted to third lieutenant on 11 February 1815 to date from 7 October 1814.  

Third Lieutenant Henry Waggoner was honorably discharged on 15 June 1815. 
Military Service: 1808-1813 & 1813-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: a few days in June 1812 (Supply Boat Escort) 



 

Captain Joseph Cross' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment 

(Re-designated Captain Joseph Philip's Company, 1814) 

 

(Second Lieutenant William Parker's Platoon) 
 

 
 

  The following soldiers from Cross' Company are known to have served at Fort Madison.  Others 

undoubtedly spent time at the post as well.  For example, in October 1811 First Lieutenant Ethan Augustus 

Allen and one sergeant and five privates (all of whom are unidentified) were at Fort Madison for the court 

martial of Doctor Robert Simpson.   
 

 

Private John Albright.  John Albright (b. 1788, PA) enlisted for five years on 25 January 1810.  Albright, a 22 year-
old laborer, was described as being 5' 6-9” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. 

  Albright helped construct Fort Mason near the mouth of the Salt River in February 1812 and then was sent as 
part of the re-enforcements to Fort Madison in April.  Albright served at Fort Madison until July 1813, 
participating in the September 1812 siege and the action on 8 July 1813.  In August 1813 he accompanied his 

platoon back to Fort Madison and remained there until its abandonment in November. 
  In 1814 Albright was stationed at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he re-enlisted for the duration of war on 

Christmas day.  He was discharged at the expiration of his term of enlistment on 21 August 1815 at Fort Clark.  He 

later applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 
Service at Fort Madison: April 1812-July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

First Lieutenant Ethan Augustus Allen.  Ethan Allen (b. VT-d. 1855), son of the Revolutionary War hero Colonel 
Ethan Allen, received a cadet commission to the Military Academy at West Point, New York on 10 December 1804.  

He graduated 22
nd

 in his class.  On 14 November 1806 he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1
st
 U.S. 

Artillery Regiment.  He became a first lieutenant on 1 October 1809.  In October 1811 Allen accompanied by one 

sergeant and five privates was sent to Fort Madison to sit on the Doctor Robert Simpson's court martial.  On 12 
May 1814 he was transferred into the new U.S. Corps of Artillery and was promoted to captain on 25 July.  Allen 
was honorably discharged on 15 June 1815 but was re-instated on 17 May 1816.  He again was honorably 

discharged on 1 June 1821.  Allen died on 6 January 1855. 
Military Service: 1804-1815 & 1816-1821 

Service at Fort Madison: October 1811 (Dr. Simpson's Court Martial) 

 

Private Richard Armstrong.  Richard Armstrong enlisted for five years on 25 May 1811 with Captain Joseph Cross, 
1

st
 U.S Artillery Regiment.  He accompanied Second Lieutenant John Campbell to the mouth of the Salt River in 

February 1812 to construct Fort Mason.  Armstrong was part of the detachment sent in April 1812 under Second 
Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez to re-enforce Fort Madison.  On 24 April 1812 Armstrong was tried for sitting down 

while on guard duty the night before.  He pleaded not guilty but was sentenced to fifty lashes on his bare back that 
evening. 

  Armstrong remained at Fort Madison until July 1813.  He helped defend the post during the September 1812 

siege and during the attack on 8 July 1813. 
  He returned to Fort Belle Fontaine in July 1813.  In August he was sent back to Fort Madison with Second 

Lieutenant William Parker's platoon, Cross' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery.  Armstrong served at Fort Madison until 

its abandonment in November 1813.  He served at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) for a time and was honorably discharged 
from Captain William O. Allen's Company, U.S. Corps of Artillery in St. Louis on 25 May 1816. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: April 1812-July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

 

 

 



Private Alexander Browne (Brown).  Alexander Browne enlisted for five years with Captain Joseph Cross, 1
st
 U.S. 

Artillery Regiment on 10 June 1810.  Browne helped construct Fort Mason in February 1812 and then joined 
Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez's detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in April.  On the evening of 10 
April, Browne and Sergeant Levi Magnus, Owens' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry (see above), got into a fight near the 

fort.  Browne was to receive thirty-five lashes but had his sentenced remitted by Captain Stark on the 
recommendation of the court. 

  Browne was also employed by the John Johnson in April, helping to dig out the cellar under the factory 

building. 
  On 28 June 1812 Browne, along with Privates John Ritts and Jacob Waggonner, both of Stark's Company (see 

above), deserted from Fort Madison.  The men fled south and then apparently went up the Illinois River to avoid 

pursuit.  They were arrested, though, and confined at Fort Belle Fontaine where they were tried in August. The full 
description of their punishment has not been found but the deserters did have $8.25 stopped from their pay to 

cover the expenses incurred during their apprehension. 
  By April 1813 Browne was stationed at the blockhouse at Portage de Sioux.  In August 1813 he accompanied 

his platoon back to Fort Madison.  He served there until the fort's abandonment in November.  By 1814 he was 

likely serving at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL), where he appears to have been discharged on 6 June 1815. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 
Service at Fort Madison: April-June 1812 & August-November 1813 

 

 

Private Robert Brown.  Robert Brown (b. 1786, VA) enlisted for five years on 7 April 1810.  The 24 year-old 

Virginian was described as being 5' 8” tall. 
  By 1812 Brown was stationed at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In early 1813 he was back at 

Fort Belle Fontaine.  In August 1813 Brown accompanied his platoon to Fort Madison where he remained until the 

post was abandoned in November.  In 1814 he may have been stationed at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he re-
enlisted for the duration of the war on 5 March 1815.  At some time in 1814 or early 1815 Brown was promoted to 
corporal.  He is last recorded on duty at Fort Clark on 30 June 1815. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

 

Private Peter Caw.  Peter Caw enlisted for five years on 17 July 1808.  He accompanied Second Lieutenant John 
Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry to the mouth of the Salt River to construct Fort Mason.  In April he was part of the re-

enforcements sent to Fort Madison under Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez.  He fought during the siege of Fort 
Madison in September and was arrested on 29 September as part of mutiny conspiracy with Private John Ritts, 
Stark's Company (see above) and Privates John Connelly and Josiah Smalley, Cross' Company (see below 

respectively).   
  Caw and his fellow mutineers were sent to Fort Belle Fontaine in October but were not tried until the spring 

of 1813 because a General Court Martial could not be put together.  What his punishment was is unknown. Caw 

was discharged on 17 July 1813 due to the expiration of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1808-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: April-October 1812 

 

 

Private David Clark.  David Clark enlisted for five years on 15 October 1808.  In February 1812 he was sent with 

Second Lieutenant John Campbell, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry, to build Fort Mason near the mouth of the Salt River.  In April 

he was part of the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison.  Clark was present at the siege of Fort Madison in 
September.  On the night of 21 October Clark was arrested for intoxication and rioting.  He was placed in the 

stocks by his ankles and one hand for twenty-four hours.  Clark was also placed on the wooden horse for twenty 
minutes at the beginning of his twenty-four hours in the stocks and at the completion of that time. 

  On the morning of 5 June Clark was again arrested and tried, charged with neglect of duty and insolent and 

abusive language toward Corporal James Henry, Stark's Company (see above).  Clark called the corporal “a 
damned rascal” and threatened to horse whip him.  When Clark was taken to the guard house he “likewise [used] 

abusive language to the Non-Commissioned Officer of the Guard [Corporal William Wager, Stark's Company, see 
above]...by damning him and saying that he did not regard him.” 



  Clark was given twenty-four hours on the wooden horse, one hour every four hours, thirty days hard labor 

and confinement and was required to ask the pardon of both corporals publicly on the parade ground.   
  Clark returned to Fort Belle Fontaine in July 1813.  In August he again traveled to Fort Madison as part of 

Parker's platoon, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery. He was discharged at Fort Madison on 15 October 1813 but remained at the fort 

collecting rations “waiting for his settlement.”  Clark likely returned to St. Louis with the garrison in November. 

Military Service: 1808-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: April 1812-July 1813 & August-October 1813   

 

 

Private John Connelly.  John Connelly enlisted for five years on 6 February 1811.  Connelly helped construct Fort 
Mason in February 1812 and then traveled to Fort Madison as a part of the re-enforcements taken there by Second 
Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez.  Connelly served during the siege of Fort Madison but was arrested on 29 September 

as part of the mutinous gathering involving Privates Peter Caw (see above) and Josiah Smalley (see below), 1
st
 U.S. 

Artillery and Private John Ritts, Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry. 

  Connelly was sent to Fort Belle Fontaine in October where he remained in confinement until his trial in the 

spring of 1813.  What his punishment was is unknown.  In August 1813 Connelly returned to Fort Madison as part 
of Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon.  On 1 September Connelly was promoted to corporal.  He served at 
Fort Madison until its abandonment in November. 

  By 1814 he was likely serving at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL).  Connelly was discharged from Captain William O. 
Allen's Company F, U.S. Corps of Artillery at Fort Clark on 30 June 1816 at the expiration of his term of service, 

which may have been extended as part of his punishment for the mutiny attempt in September 1812. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 
Service at Fort Madison: April-October 1812 & August-November 1813 

 

 

Musician John Duncanson.  John Duncanson (b. 1785, MA) enlisted for five years on 12 November 1809 as a fifer. 
Duncanson, 24, was described as being 5' 9” tall with black eyes and hair and a dark complexion. 

  In August 1813 Duncanson accompanied Parker's platoon to Fort Madison, where he remained until the fort's 
abandonment in November.  In 1814 Duncanson was stationed at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he re-enlisted for 
the duration of the war on either 20 or 24 September.  Between 4 October 1814 and 31 March 1815 Duncanson 

and his fellow musician, Robert Tucker were stationed at Fort Belle Fontaine.  Duncanson was discharged due to 
the expiration of his term of service on 21 August 1815 at Fort Clark.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1809-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813   

 

 

Private Thomas Edds (Eddes).  Thomas Edds enlisted for five years on 8 December 1809.  On 8 July 1812 Edds 
was promoted to corporal.  In August 1813 Edds accompanied Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he served 
until the forts abandonment in November.  He likely served at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) but little information exists 

on him.  Edds was discharged on 8 December 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

Private Frederick Eveland.  Frederick Eveland (b. 1795, NY) enlisted for the duration of the war at Fort Belle 
Fontaine with Captain John Symmes, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 4 April 1813.  Eveland, an 18 year-old laborer, 

was described as being 5' 3” tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a light complexion.  Moses Eveland (see below) 
was probably either his father or older brother. 

  In August 1813 Eveland accompanied Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he served until the fort's 
abandonment in November.  By 1815 Eveland was serving at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he was discharged on 
21 August 1815, his term of service having expired. 

Military Service: 1813-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

Private Moses Eveland.  Moses Eveland (b. 1772, VA) enlisted for the duration of war on 8 March 1813 at Fort 
Belle Fontaine with Captain John Symmes, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Eveland, a 41 year-old laborer, was 



described as being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes, sandy hair, and a light complexion.  Frederick Eveland (see above) was 

probably his son or younger brother. 
  In August 1813 Eveland accompanied Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he served until the fort's 

abandonment in November.  By 1815 Eveland was serving at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he was discharged on 
21 August 1815, his term of service having expired. 

Military Service: 1813-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

 

Corporal James Glass.  James Glass (d. 1814, Fort Belle Fontaine, MO) enlisted for five years on 24 June 1808.  
He accompanied Second Lieutenant John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment, to the mouth of the Salt River in 

February 1812 and helped construct Fort Mason.  Glass accompanied Second Lieutenant Vasquez’s detachment to 

re-enforce Fort Madison in April.  He apparently remained at the fort until at least 15 August when he was 
promoted to corporal.  By the end of August Glass had returned to Fort Mason. 

  Glass served at Fort Mason until its abandonment in April 1813.  He was discharged on 24 June 1813 at Fort 

Belle Fontaine.  He re-enlisted in the 1
st
 U.S. Artillery on 18 July 1813 for the duration of the war.  In August he 

arrived at Fort Madison with Parker's platoon and served there until the fort's abandonment in November.  He died 
at Fort Belle Fontaine on 9 May 1814.  His family applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1808-1814 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine, MO) 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

 

Private Jesse Griffith.  Jesse Griffith enlisted for five years on 29 May 1809.  In February 1812 he was part of 
Second Lieutenant John Campbell's detachment sent to construct Fort Mason near the mouth of the Salt River.  In 

April he was sent as a re-enforcement to Fort Madison.  He participated in the September siege and was arrested 
on 8 October for sitting down while on guard duty in Blockhouse #1 on the night of the 8

th
.  Griffith was sentenced 

to twelve hours in the stocks by his neck and one hand and was to ride the wooden horse every hour for fifteen 

minutes.  Griffith returned to Fort Belle Fontaine in July 1813. 
  In August he returned to Fort Madison as part of Parker's platoon and remained there until the post's 

abandonment in November.  He was discharged on 29 May 1814 at the end of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 
Service at Fort Madison: April 1812-July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

 

Private John Harriate.  John Harriate enlisted for five years on 31 August 1808.  He appears to have spent much of 
his service stationed at Fort Belle Fontaine.  In August 1813 Harriate accompanied Second Lieutenant William 

Parker's platoon, Cross' Company, 1
st
 Artillery to Fort Madison.  He was discharged there on 31 August 1813. 

Military Service: 1808-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: 20-31 August 1813 

 

 

Private John Haymaker.  John Haymaker enlisted on 9 September 1809 for five years.  He spent much of his 

service garrisoning Fort Belle Fontaine.  In August 1813 he was sent with Second Lieutenant William Parker's 
platoon to re-enforce Fort Madison.  He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  Haymaker 
was discharged in St. Louis on 9 September 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

 

Private Joseph Hays.  Joseph Hays enlisted for five years in St. Louis on 21 September 1812.  He spent much of his 
service at Fort Belle Fontaine.  In August 1813 he was part of the re-enforcements from Cross' Company sent to 
Fort Madison.  He served at the fort until its abandonment in November 1813.  He later was stationed at Fort Clark 

(Peoria, IL) where he died on 9 June 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Died: Disease @ Fort Clark, IL) 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 



 

 

Musician William Hines.  William Hines (b. 1800, VA) enlisted for five years on 5 January 1810 as a fifer.  Hines, a 
10 year-old farmer, was described as being 4' 8” tall with dark eyes and fair hair and complexion. 

  Hines spent much of his service at Fort Belle Fontaine, but by April 1813 Hines was stationed at the 
blockhouse at Portage de Sioux.  In August he accompanied Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he served 
until its abandonment in November.  In 1814 Hines was stationed at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he re-enlisted 

for the duration of the war on 30 December.  He was 15 years-old at the time had grown, he was listed as being 5' 
2”.  Hines was discharged on 21 August 1815 at Fort Clark due to the end of the war.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 

Private Jacob Johnson (Johnston).  Jacob Johnson enlisted for five years on 14 April 1809.  Johnson was part of 

the detachment sent to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  On 22 September he was tried for laying 
down on guard duty in Blockhouse #3 on the night of the 14

th
.  Johnson was sentenced to “do such part of the 

Garrison Police as the Commanding Officer may direct for the term of twenty days.”  When no police duties were 

required he was to be confined to the small blockhouse on the riverbank that was connected to the fort by a 
subterraneous passage, or “covered way,” with his accoutrements and musket.  Johnson was also still subject for 

night guard duty. 
  Johnson was again arrested on the evening of 21 May 1813 for challenging Private Michael Keough, Stark's 

Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry (see above) to a fight.  He was sentenced to ten day's hard labor and confinement. 

  Johnson left Fort Madison in July 1813 but returned in August with Parker's platoon and remained at the fort 
until its abandonment in November.  He was discharged on 14 April 1814. 

  Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 

 

 

Private Stephen Manfred.  Stephen Manfred (d. 1812, Fort Mason, MO) enlisted for five years on 11 January 1812 
for five years.  Manfred accompanied Second Lieutenant John Campbell, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment in February 

1812 to the mouth of the Salt River to help construct Fort Mason.  He was detached to re-enforce Fort Madison in 

April but had returned to Fort Mason by June.  He died on 18 June 1812 at Fort Mason.  Manfred apparently had 
some relationship with Private Lewis Boilvin, Stark's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Infantry (see above) and Lieutenant 

Colonel Daniel Bissell, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry, felt that, “from the circumstances I fear there was a connection between 

him [Manfred] and the Bolvine [sic].” 

Military Service: 11 January-28 June 1812 (Died: Disease @ Fort Mason) 

Service at Fort Madison: April-June 1812 

 

 

Private George Marks.  George Marks enlisted 2 August 1811 for five years with Captain Joseph Cross, 1
st
 U.S. 

Artillery Regiment.  In February 1812 Marks traveled with Second Lieutenant John Campbell's detachment to 
construct Fort Mason.  He accompanied Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez to re-enforce Fort Madison in April.  
Marks helped defend Fort Madison during the siege in September.  On 29 September Marks was tried for sitting 

down while stationed as a guard in Blockhouse #3 on the night of the 24
th

.  He was sentenced to twenty-four hours 
in the stocks, commencing with a fifteen minute ride on the wooden horse and concluding with another fifteen 
minutes on the wooden horse.   

  On 27 April 1813 Marks was charged with stealing whiskey from the contractor the day before.  He was 
found guilty and sentenced to twenty-four hours on the wooden horse, one hour every two hours and replace a half 

a gallon of whiskey.  Marks served at Fort Madison until July 1813 when he returned to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In 
August he sailed back to Fort Madison with Parker's platoon and remained at the fort until its abandonment in 
November.  Throughout 1815 he served at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL).  Marks received his discharged from Captain 

William O. Allen's Company, U.S. Corps of Artillery on or around 2 August 1816. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 
Service at Fort Madison: April 1812-July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

 



Private John Mathews.  John Mathews (b. 1782, Orange County, NY) enlisted for five years on 6 March 1810. 

Mathews, a 28 year-old shoemaker, was described as being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes, dark hair and a fair 
complexion. 

  Mathews was part of Second Lieutenant John Campbell's detachment sent to construct Fort Mason in 

February 1812.  He accompanied Second Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez to re-enforce Fort Madison in April.  He 
remained at Fort Madison until July 1813, helping to defend the fort in the September 1812 siege and in 8 July 

1813 action.  In August 1813 he returned to Fort Madison as part of Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon 
and remained at the fort until its abandonment in November.  By 1815 he was serving at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) 
where he re-enlisted for the duration of the war on 6 February.  Mathews was discharged at Fort Clark on 21 

August 1815 due to the end of the war.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 
Service at Fort Madison: April 1812-July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

 

Private Adam Mick.  Adam Mick (b. 1788, VA) enlisted for five years on 22 January 1810.  Mick, 22, was 

described as being 5' 7” tall. 
  Mick accompanied Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon to Fort Madison in August 1813 where he 

served until the fort's abandonment in November.  By 1814 he was part of the garrison at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) 

where he re-enlisted for the duration of the war on 19 December.  Mick was discharged at Fort Clark on 21 August 
1815 due to the end of the war.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1810-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Corporal Joshua Miller.  Joshua Miller enlisted for five years on 7 February 1809 with Captain James House, 1
st
 

U.S. Artillery Regiment.  By early 1812 Miller had been promoted to corporal.  In August 1813 he accompanied 

Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he remained until the fort's abandonment in 
November.  Miller was discharged on 7 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Private Philip Mortsall.  Philip Mortsall (b. 1777, PA) enlisted for five years on 31 May 1809.  He was about 32 
years-old at the time making this possibly a re-enlistment. Mortsall, a laborer, was described as being 5' 7” tall 

with gray eyes, black hair and a sallow complexion. 
  In August 1813 Mortsall accompanied Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he 

served until the fort's abandonment in November.  He was discharged on 31 May 1814. 
  Mortsall re-enlisted on 24 June 1814 in Captain Walter Wilkinson's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at St. 

Genevieve for five years.  In 1815 Mortsall was transferred to Captain White Youngs' Company, 8
th

 U.S. Infantry. 

During part of that year he was stationed at Portage de Sioux with a detachment commanded by First Lieutenant 
Samuel Bradey, 8

th
 Infantry.  Mortsall was discharged at Fort Belle Fontaine on 11 December 1816 “in 

consequence of [a] rheumatic affliction of the knee joint.” 

Military Service: 1809-1814 & 1814-1816 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Second Lieutenant William Parker.  William Parker, a native of Pennsylvania, received his commission in the 
Artillery as a second lieutenant on 10 February 1812 and on 12 March he was assigned to the 1

st
 U.S. Artillery 

Regiment.  He commanded one of the platoons in Captain Joseph Cross' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment.  In 

August 1813 he took his platoon to Fort Madison to re-enforce the fort and remained there until November when 

the fort was abandoned.  During the withdrawal Parker commanded the small keel boat.   
  On 12 May 1814 Parker was transferred into the newly formed U.S. Corps of Artillery and was promoted to 

first lieutenant on 9 June.  He was dropped from the army when it was downsized in 1815 and received his 
honorable discharge on 15 June. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 



 

 

Private John Pratt.  John Pratt enlisted for five years on 4 August 1809.  Pratt was one of Captain Stark's 

detachment sent to relieve the besieged Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at the fort until July 1813.  In 
August 1813 Pratt accompanied Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he served 
until the fort's abandonment in November. He was discharged on 4 August 1814. 

  Note:  A John Pratt enlisted in 24
th

 Infantry for the duration of the war in October 1814, this may have been 
the John Pratt from Cross' Company, 1

st
 U.S. Artillery. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 
Service at Fort Madison: 13 September 1812-9 July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

 

Private John Pixley.  John Pixley (b. 1791, PA) enlisted for the duration of the war on 7 March 1813 at Fort Belle 

Fontaine.  Pixley, a 22 year-old laborer, was described as being 5' 10” tall with gray eyes, brown hair and a fair 
complexion. 

  In August 1813 Pixley accompanied Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon to Fort Madison where he 

served until the fort's abandonment in November.  Pixley was discharged at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) on 21 August 
1815 due to the end of the war. 

Military Service: 1813-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Private Joseph Richards.  Joseph Richards enlisted for five years on 21 January 1812.  Richards was at Fort 
Madison by April 1812 as part of the guard assigned to the supply boats.  He appears to have remained as part of 

the garrison at Fort Mason at least as late as September.  Richards returned to Fort Madison again in November as 
part of a supply boat escort.  While at the fort Richards was tried on 9 November for “disorderly conduct by 
refusing on the night of the 8

th
 instant to go to his quarters when ordered [to do so].”  Starting at 2:00 PM on the 9

th
 

Richards was sentenced to ride the wooden horse for two hours with a two hour intermission in between. 
  In January or February 1813 Richards was reported to have been serving at Cape de Gray.  In August 1813 

Richards returned to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served at the fort until its 
abandonment in November.   

  Richards was transferred into Captain William O. Allen's Company F, U.S. Corps of Artillery in 1815 and 

spent much of that year garrisoning Fort Clark (Peoria, IL).  In February and March 1816 he served in St. Louis 
and between June and August he was stationed in New Orleans.  By December 1816 Richards was garrisoning Fort 
St. John, Louisiana.  He was discharged at the end of his term of service at Fort Petite Coquilles, Louisiana on 21 

January 1817. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: April-November 1812 & August-November 1813 

 

Private Robert Scott.  Robert Scott enlisted for five years on 7 November 1809.  In August 1813 Scott sailed to Fort 

Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served at the fort until its abandonment in 
November.  Scott was discharged at Fort Belle Fontaine on 7 November 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

 

Private Henry Shultz (Schultz).  See Private Henry Shultz, Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry Regiment above. 

 

 

 

Sergeant Charles Simmes (Symmes).  Charles Simmes (b. 1776, Loudoun County, VA) was a veteran who re-

enlisted for the duration of the war on 19 April 1813.  Simmes, 37, was described as being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes, 
brown hair and a dark complexion. 

   In August 1813 Simmes traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November.  Simmes was discharged at the end of the war at Fort Clark 



(Peoria, IL) on 21 August 1815. 

Military Service: 1813-1815 (Served earlier but dates unknown) 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 

 
 

Private Josiah Smalley.  Josiah Smalley enlisted for five years on 20 December 1809.  In February 1812 Smalley 

traveled with Second Lieutenant John Campbell's detachment to construct Fort Mason.  He accompanied Second 
Lieutenant Baronet Vasquez to re-enforce Fort Madison in April.  Smalley helped defend Fort Madison during the 
siege in September.  On 29 September Smalley was involved in the mutinous gathering with Private John Ritts, 

Stark's Company, 1
st
 Infantry (see above) and Privates John Connelly and Peter Caw, Cross' Company, 1

st
 Artillery 

(see above respectively).  In October he was sent in irons to Fort Belle Fontaine where he remained in confinement 
until the spring of 1813 when he was pardoned. 

   In August 1813 Tucker traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served 
at the fort until its abandonment in November.  Sometime after his return from Fort Madison, Smalley was 

promoted to corporal.  He was discharged at the end of his term of service on 20 December 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 
Service at Fort Madison: April-October 1812 & August-November 1813 

 

 

Private Samuel B. Smith.  Samuel B. Smith enlisted for five years on 7 June 1811.   Smith was one of the soldiers 
brought to re-enforce Fort Madison in September 1812.  He served at the fort until July 1813, fighting in the action 

on the 8
th

.  In August 1813 Smith returned to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and 
served at the fort until its abandonment in November. 

  In 1815 Smith was transferred into Captain William O. Allen's Company, U.S. Corps of Artillery.  He was 
discharged at the expiration of his term of service on 7 June 1816 in St. Louis. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: 13 September-9 July 1813 & August-November 1813 

 

 

*Private William Smith.  William Smith enlisted for five years on 19 October 1807.  He re-enlisted for five years 

on 31 July 1812.   In August 1813 Smith traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's 
platoon and served at the fort until his death on 7 November.  He appears to be the last soldier to die at Fort 
Madison. 

Military Service: 1807-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 (Died: Disease) 

 

 

 

Private Elisha Starr.  Elisha Starr enlisted for five years on 22 August 1809.   In August 1813 Starr traveled to Fort 

Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served at the fort until its abandonment in 
November.  Starr was discharged in St. Louis on 22 August 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Private Thomas Stewart.  Thomas Stewart enlisted for five years on 27 June 1811.  In August 1813 Stewart 
traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served at the fort until its 

abandonment in November. 
  Stewart served at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) from March 1814 until April 1816.  In 1815 Stewart was transferred 

into Captain William O. Allen's Company F, U.S. Corps of Artillery.  Stewart was discharged in St. Louis on 27 

June 1816.  He re-enlisted the same day for an additional five years. 
  Stewart appears to have served primarily in St. Louis.  In July 1818 he was transferred to Company A, Corps 

of Artillery.  He was last recorded present in February 1821. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 & 1816-1821 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 



 

 

Private John Summers.  John Summers enlisted for five years on 24 December 1811.  In February 1812 Summers 

traveled with Second Lieutenant John Campbell's detachment to construct Fort Mason.  By September he was 
serving as part of the garrison at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory. 

   In August 1813 Summers traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November.  In 1815 he was transferred into Captain William O. Allen's 
Company F, U.S. Corps of Artillery.  Summers was discharged in New Orleans on 24 December 1816. 

Military Service: 1811-1816 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Private John Sweeney (Sweany).  John Sweeney (b. 1777, Ireland) enlisted for five years on 1 January 1812. 

Sweeney, a 35 year-old, Irish tailor, was described as being 5' 8” tall with blue eyes and fair hair and complexion.   
   In August 1813 Sweeney traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and 

served at the fort until its abandonment in November.  In 1815 he was transferred into Captain William O. Allen's 

Company F, U.S. Corps of Artillery.  He re-enlisted on 26 December 1816 for an additional five years, but was 
discharged on 1 January 1817 at the expiration of his original enlistment, probably because of his age and health. 
He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 (Discharged: Disability) 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Private Samuel Taylor.  Samuel Taylor enlisted for five years on 23 September 1809.   In August 1813 Taylor 
traveled to Fort Madison with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served at the fort until its 
abandonment in November. Taylor was discharged at the end of his term of service on 23 September 1814. 

Military Service: 1809-1814 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 
 

 

Musician Robert Tucker.  Robert Tucker (b. 1793, VA) enlisted for five years on 10 January 1810 as a drummer. 
Tucker was about 16 or 17 when he enlisted and was 6' 1” tall.   In August 1813 Tucker traveled to Fort Madison 

with Second Lieutenant William Parker's platoon and served at the fort until its abandonment in November.    
  In 1814 Tucker was stationed at Fort Clark (Peoria, IL) where he re-enlisted for the duration of the war on 

either 20 or 24 September.  Between 4 October 1814 and 31 March 1815 Tucker and his fellow musician, John 
Duncanson (see above) were stationed at Fort Belle Fontaine.  Tucker was last recorded as present at Fort Clark in 
June 1815.  He likely was discharged due to the expiration of his term of service on 21 August 1815 at Fort Clark. 

Military Service; 1810-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: August-November 1813 



 

Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment 

 
(First Lieutenant Silas Stephens' Platoon) 

 

 
  Captain Robert Desha's Company was described by the 24

th
 Infantry's colonel as “the flower of the Regt.”  

Despite being the best company in the 24
th

, Desha's men still suffered (along with the rest of the regiment) 

from a lack of clothing and equipment. 

  On 13 March 1813 Sergeant William Gregory and twelve men from Desha's Company left Portage de 

Sioux to escort the supply boat to Fort Madison, where they arrived about the 28
th

.  Who specifically these 

twelve men were is unknown.  On 28 March 1813 Captain Stark left St. Louis with Stephens' platoon for Fort 

Madison, arriving there on or around 11 April.  The following list of soldiers includes everyone in both of 

these detachments, although it is impossible to identify which soldiers were in which detachment. 

 

 

Private Thomas Allen.  Thomas Allen enlisted on 27 July 1812 for eighteen months with First Lieutenant Silas 

Stephens, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  By the fall of 1812 Allen was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November Allen marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Allen was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 

remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Allen received his discharge on 
27 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 
   

 

Private America Berryman.  America Berryman enlisted with First Lieutenant Silas Stephens, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry 
Regiment on 25 July 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 Berryman was stationed with Captain Robert 

Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November Berryman 
marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 he was dispatched to Fort Madison where 
he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Berryman received his 

discharge on 25 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 
 

 

Private Eli H. Blackhard.  Eli H. Blackhard (b. 1787, Guilford County, NC) enlisted on 4 August 1812 for eighteen 
months.  Blackhard, who stood somewhere between 5' 9” and 5' 11” tall, was about 25 years-old and a native of 
Guilford County, North Carolina.   

  By the fall of 1812 Blackhard was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 
Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  

In March 1813 he was dispatched to Fort Madison.   
  Blackhard was tried on 2 May for buying a pair of “Uniform Pantaloons” from Private Thomas Sampson, 

Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry (see above).  He was found guilty of “buying soldiers' Uniform Clothing 

contrary to good Order and Military Discipline” and was sentenced to ten days of hard labor and confinement.  
Blackhard remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Blackhard 
received his discharge on 4 February 1814. 

  On 12 June 1814 Blackhard re-enlisted in Louisville, Kentucky for the duration of the war with the 2
nd

 U.S. 
Rifle Regiment.  He was promoted to sergeant.  Blackhard was last recorded present in February 1815 while 
serving at Fort Malden, Upper Canada in Captain John O'Fallon's Company, 2

nd
 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Assuming 

he did not die, Blackhard was likely discharged in June 1815. 
Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) & 1814-1815 (duration) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 



 

Private Horatio Boswell.  Horatio Boswell enlisted for eighteen months on 22 June 1812.  By the fall of 1812 
Boswell was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern 

Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 he was 

dispatched to Fort Madison.   
  On 27 April Boswell was tried for “being an accessory to Stealing Whiskey from the Contractor on the 26

th
 

April,” to which he pleaded not guilty.  Boswell was found not guilty and acquitted of the charges.  He remained 

with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Boswell received his discharge 
on 22 December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 
 

 

Private Winston Bruce.  Winston Bruce enlisted for eighteen months on 17 July 1812.  By the fall of 1812 Bruce 

was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois 
Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Bruce was 
dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. 

Louis.  Bruce received his discharge on 17 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Allsey Capps.  Allsey Capps enlisted with First Lieutenant Silas Stephens, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment for 

eighteen months on 5 August 1812.  By the fall of 1812 Capps was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Capps was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 

remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Capps received his discharge on 
5 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Clardy.  William Clardy enlisted for eighteen months on 20 July 1812.  By the fall of 1812 Clardy 
was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois 

Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Clardy was 

dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. 
Louis.  Clardy received his discharge on 20 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

 

Private Richard Coffee.  Richard Coffee (b. 1789, Baltimore, MD) enlisted on 17 September 1812 for eighteen 
months.  Coffee, a 23 year-old miller, was described as being 5' 5” tall with blue eyes, sandy hair and a fair 
complexion.   

  By the fall of 1812 Coffee was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 
Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 

In March 1813 Coffee was dispatched to Fort Madison.   
  On 23 May Coffee was arrested for “passing [Blockhouse] No. 4 when ordered to stop.”  He was sentenced to 

ride the wooden horse one hour every four hours for a period of twelve hours and was given thirty days hard labor 

and confinement.  Fortunately for Coffee the court recommended that his sentenced be remitted and Major Stark 
was in agreement.  Coffee was released without punishment.  He remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July 
when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Coffee received his discharge on 17 March 1814. 

  Coffee re-enlisted in the Michigan Territory with the 2
nd

 U.S. Rifle Regiment on 9 June 1814 for the duration 
of the war.  By February 1815 Coffee was serving at Fort Malden, Upper Canada in Captain Benjamin Johnson's 



Company, 2
nd

 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Coffee was discharged at Detroit 30 June 1815.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) & 1814-1815 (duration) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private John Cotton.  John Cotton enlisted for eighteen months on 11 August 1812.   By the fall of 1812 Cotton was 
stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  

In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Cotton was dispatched to 
Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Cotton 
received his discharge on 11 February 1814.  It is very likely that John Cotton and Young Cotton (see below) were 

relatives. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Young Cotton.  Young Cotton enlisted for eighteen months on 19 August 1812.   By the fall of 1812 Cotton 

was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois 
Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Cotton was 
dispatched to Fort Madison.   

  On 18 May Cotton was tried for taking Private William Jones' (Stark's Company, see above) “Public side belt 
and cutting it in to pieces.”  Cotton pleaded not guilty but was found guilty and sentenced to twelve hours on the 

wooden horse, one hour every fourth hour and to repair the belt.  He remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July 
when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Cotton received his discharge on 19 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Covington.  William Covington enlisted for eighteen months on 25 September 1812.   By the fall 

of 1812 Covington was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the 
southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 
1813 Covington was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' 

platoon returned to St. Louis.  Covington received his discharge on 25 March 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Christopher (Christian) H. Gowin (Gowan).  Christopher H. Gowin (b. 1787-1792, Bedford County, VA) 

enlisted for five years in Franklin, Tennessee on 4 July 1812.  Gowin, a 20-25 year old mason, was described as 
being 5' 6 1/2” tall with gray eyes, sandy or red hair and a fair complexion. 

   By the fall of 1812 Gowin was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 

Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 
In March 1813 Gowin was dispatched to Fort Madison.   

  On 1 June Gowin was tried for purchasing a stolen shirt from Private John French, Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. 

Infantry (see above).  Gowin pleaded guilty and was sentenced to twenty days confinement in the guardhouse. He 
remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis. 

  By February 1815 Gowin had been promoted to corporal had been transferred into Captain Benjamin 
Johnson's Company, 2

nd
 U.S. Rifle Regiment and was serving at Fort Malden, Upper Canada.  By April 1815 

Gowin had been transferred to Captain John O'Fallon's Company of the same regiment.  He was next transferred 

into Captain Willoughby Morgan's Company, U.S. Rifle Regiment by December.  Gowin was reduced in rank and 
transferred to Captain Joseph Kean's Company of the same regiment.  By 1817 he was serving in Captain Joseph 
Calhoun, Jr.'s Company, U.S. Rifle Regiment.  Gowin was discharged at Fort Crawford on 4 July 1817 due to the 

expiration of his term of service.  He applied for a pension and land bounty. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 



Laundress Polly Green.  Little is known about Polly Green.  She was one of two laundresses to accompany 

Stephens' Platoon to Fort Madison in April 1813.  Sergeant Marcus Moore (see below) complained about her 
laundry washing abilities and accused her of being First Lieutenant Silas Stephens' (see below) mistress.  She 
returned to St. Louis with the platoon in July. 

Service at Fort Madison: April-July 1813 

 

 

Sergeant William Gregory.  William Gregory enlisted on 16 July 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812, 
Gregory was stationed at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's 
Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In early March 1813 Gregory was assigned the task of escorting the supply boat 

to Fort Madison from Portage de Sioux with a detachment of twelve men.  He was given this assignment because 
he apparently carried out his duties well, being described by Lieutenant Colonel Daniel Bissell as “a Trusty 
Sergeant.” 

  On morning of 24 April Gregory was arrested at Fort Madison for neglect of duty while acting as Sergeant of 
the Guard.  He allowed a group of Sac warriors to enter the fort without the knowledge of the Officer of the Day.  

Once inside the warriors suddenly found “a disposition not entirely friendly” and had to be removed. Gregory was 
demoted to private for fifteen days.  He remained at Fort Madison until July when he returned to St. Louis with the 
rest of Stephens' Platoon.  Gregory was discharged on 16 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private James Griffin.  James Griffin enlisted on 3 August 1812 for eighteen months.   By the fall of 1812 Griffin 
was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois 

Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Griffin was 
dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. 
Louis.  Griffin received his discharge on 3 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Hamilton.  William Hamilton (b. 1791, VA) enlisted on 19 July 1812 for five years with Captain 
Robert Desha, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  Hamilton, 21, was described as being 5' 9” tall with blue eyes, sandy 

hair and a light complexion. 

   By the fall of 1812 Hamilton was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 
Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  

In March 1813 Hamilton was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when 
Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis. 

  By February 1815 Hamilton was serving in Captain Benjamin Johnson's Company, 2
nd

 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  

In April he was transferred into Captain John O'Fallon's Company, 2
nd

 U.S. Rifles and was stationed in Detroit by 
August.  On 13 September 1815 Hamilton deserted and no further information has currently been found as to his 
fate. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 (Deserted) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

*Private Samuel Heritage.  Samuel Heritage enlisted for five years with First Lieutenant Tilden Taylor, 24
th

 U.S. 
Infantry Regiment on 22 May 1812.   By the fall of 1812 Heritage was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 

Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 
Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Heritage was dispatched to Fort Madison.   

  On 8 July Heritage was part of the wood detail ambushed west of the fort by Winnebago, Menominee and Sac 

warriors.  He was killed in the fighting.  The following account appeared in the Louisiana Gazette: 
 

We are informed by an officer from Fort Bellevue that on the 8
th
 Inst. upwards of 100 Winabago [sic], 

Wildoats [Menominee], and Sac's [sic] made an attack on that place.  The alarm was given by a heavy 



fire on 8 or 10 soldiers who had gone a short distance from the fort to procure fuel.  Two of the men were 

mortally wounded, dangerously; the Indians succeeded in capturing one of the wounded men [Samuel 

Heritage] from whom they took his head and heart and otherwise shockingly mangled his body.  They 

fired 150 or 200 shots at the fort and decamped.  An Aaway [Ioway] come directly after to the fort, 

informed that one Indian was killed and some others wounded; it was believed that Lieut. [Baronet] 

Vasquez shot down one of the Indians who cut off the retreat of the wounded man. 
 The man who was barbarously disfigured by the Indians belonged to a company lately raised 

near Nashville, (T) and is commanded by a Captain [Robert] Desha. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 (KIA) 

 

 

Private Joseph Hickman.  Joseph Hickman enlisted with Captain Robert Desha, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment for 
eighteen months on 19 July 1812.  By the fall of 1812 Hickman was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Hickman was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 
remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Hickman was discharged on 19 
January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Corporal Edward Holley (Holly).  Edward Holley enlisted for eighteen months on 23 August 1812.  By the fall of 
1812 Holley was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the 

southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 
1813 Holley was dispatched to Fort Madison.  On 1 May Holley was promoted to corporal.  He remained with his 
unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Holley was discharged on 23 February 

1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Thomas Hopkins.  Thomas Hopkins enlisted on 16 September 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 

1812 Hopkins was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the 
southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 
1813 Hopkins was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' 

platoon returned to St. Louis.  Hopkins was discharged on 16 March 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private John Jennigan (Jernigan).  John Jennigan enlisted for eighteen months on 20 July 1812.  By the fall of 

1812 Jennigan was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the 
southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 
1813 Jennigan was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' 

platoon returned to St. Louis. Jennigan was discharged on 20 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Johnson.  William Johnson enlisted on 24 June 1812 for eighteen months with Second Lieutenant 
James H. Gamble, 2

nd
 U.S. Artillery Regiment.  By the fall of 1812 Johnson was stationed with Captain Robert 

Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched 
with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Johnson was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 

remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Johnson was discharged on 24 



December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Richard Jones.  Richard Jones enlisted with Second Lieutenant Avery Clark, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 
23 June 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 Jones was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 

24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's 
Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Jones was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with 
his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Jones was discharged on 23 December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Wesley Jones.  Wesley Jones (b. 1792, Granger, VA) enlisted with Captain Alexander Gray, 24
th

 U.S. 
Infantry Regiment, for five years on 22 May 1812.  Jones, a 20 year-old farmer, was described as being 5' 10 1/4” 

tall with dark eyes, light hair and a pale complexion. 
  By the fall of 1812 Jones was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort 

Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 

In March 1813 Jones was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' 
platoon returned to St. Louis. 

  By February 1815 Jones had transferred into Captain Benjamin Johnson's Company, 2
nd

 U.S. Rifle Regiment.  
He was transferred to Captain John O'Fallon's Company, 2

nd
 Rifles in April and was stationed at Fort Malden, 

Upper Canada.  Jones later served in Captain Willoughby Morgan's Company, U.S. Rifle Regiment and was 

discharged at the expiration of his term of service on 22 May 1817.  Jones applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Joseph Keywood.  Joseph Keywood enlisted with First Lieutenant Don Carlos Dixon, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry 
Regiment for eighteen months on 17 August 1812.  By the fall of 1812 Keywood was stationed with Captain 

Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he 
marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Keywood was dispatched to Fort Madison.    

  On 1 July Keywood was tried for pulling a plank of wood out of the hands of Private James Preuitt (see 
below) and throwing it into the river below the mouth of the spring branch west of the fort, despite being told to 
bring the plank back by the sentinel.  In addition he was charged with speaking insolently to the guard.  Keywood 

was found not guilty of being insolent to the guard but was guilty of throwing the plank in the river, but finding 
“no Criminality attached to it” the court acquitted him.  Keywood remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July 
when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  He was discharged on 17 February 1814. 

  On 23 May 1814 Keywood re-enlisted with Captain Walter Wilkinson, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment for the 
duration of the war.  Keywood was discharged at Fort Belle Fontaine on 25 July 1815 at the expiration of his term 

of service.  He applied for a pension. 
Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) & 1814-1815 (duration) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Richard Lambertson.  Richard Lambertson enlisted for eighteen months on 4 August 1812.  By the fall of 
1812 Lambertson was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the 

southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 
1813 Lambertson was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' 
platoon returned to St. Louis.  Lambertson was discharged on 4 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 



Private Martin Lawhorn.  Martin Lawhorn enlisted on 24 August 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 

Lawhorn was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern 
Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 
Lawhorn was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon 

returned to St. Louis.  Lawhorn was discharged on 24 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Joseph Manning.  Joseph Manning enlisted on 10 June 1812 for eighteen months with Second Lieutenant 

Avery Clark, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  By the fall of 1812 Manning was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Manning was dispatched to Fort Madison. 

  On 5 July Manning was arrested for sleeping on guard duty while stationed in the river bank blockhouse, or 
“fortified angle,” connected to the fort by the covered way dug in September 1812.  He remained under arrest with 

his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Manning was tried on 17 July at Fort 
Belle Fontaine by a General Court Martial.  Unfortunately only the first day of deliberations has been found but he 
must not have been found guilty of a capital offense for Manning was discharged on 10 December 1813 due to the 

expiration of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private John McDaniel.  John McDaniel enlisted for eighteen months on 26 May 1812 with First Lieutenant Don 

Carlos Dixon, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  By the fall of 1812 McDaniel was stationed with Captain Robert 
Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched 

with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 McDaniel was dispatched to Fort Madison where 

he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  McDaniel was discharged on 
26 November 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private John McDowell.  John McDowell enlisted for eighteen months on 18 June 1812.  By the fall of 1812 
McDowell was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern 

Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 

McDowell was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon 
returned to St. Louis.  McDowell was discharged on 18 December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Samuel McEwen.  Samuel McEwen enlisted with First Lieutenant Silas Stephens, 24
th
 U.S. Infantry 

Regiment on 27 June 1812 for eighteen months.   By the fall of 1812 McEwen was stationed with Captain Robert 
Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched 

with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 McEwen was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 
remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  McEwen was discharged on 27 
December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Thomas McNight.  Thomas McNight (b. 1792, Mecklenburg County, NC) enlisted with Captain Robert 
Desha, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for eighteen months on 18 August 1812.  McNight, a 20 year-old farmer, was 

described as being 5' 7” tall with dark eyes, black hair and a brown complexion. 



   By the fall of 1812 McNight was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 

Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  
In March 1813 McNight was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when 

Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.   
  McNight was discharged on 8 February 1814 and on the same day re-enlisted with Captain Benjamin 

Johnson's Company, 2
nd

 U.S. Rifle Regiment for the duration of the war.  By February 1815 he was stationed at 

Fort Malden, Upper Canada.  McNight was discharged on 30 June 1815 at Detroit due to the expiration of his term 
of service. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) & 1814-1815 (duration) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Allison McRae (McRea or McRay).  Allison McRae (b. 1789, Alexandria, VA) enlisted on 10 August 1812 
for eighteen months.  McRae, a 23 year-old printer, was described as being 5' 9 1/2” tall with gray eyes, brown hair 
and a fair complexion. 

   By the fall of 1812 McRae was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 
Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 
In March 1813 McRae was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when 

Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  McRae was discharged on 10 February 1814. 
  He re-enlisted on 26 April 1814 with Captain Thomas Ramsey's Company, 1

st
 U.S. Rifle Regiment in 

Cincinnati, Ohio for the duration of the war.  McRae was discharged at the expiration of his term of service in 
Buffalo, New York on either the 5

th
 or the 8

th
 of June 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) & 1814-1815 (duration) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Nicholas Mills.  Nicholas Mills enlisted on 2 October 1812 for eighteen months with Samuel Mills, who 

was probably his brother (see below).   By the fall of 1812 Mills was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Mills was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 

remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Mills was discharged on 2 April 
1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Samuel Mills.  Samuel Mills enlisted with Nicholas Mills (see above) on 2 October 1812 for eighteen 
months.  By the fall of 1812 Mills was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort 

Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 

In March 1813 Mills was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' 
platoon returned to St. Louis.  Mills was discharged on 2 April 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Jesse Monday.  Jesse Monday enlisted for eighteen months on 3 August 1812 with Captain Robert Desha, 
24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.   By the fall of 1812 Monday was stationed with Captain Desha's Company at Fort 

Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  

In March 1813 Monday was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when 
Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Monday was discharged on 3 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

 



Sergeant Marcus Moore.  Marcus Moore enlisted on 21 July 1812 for eighteen months with Second Lieutenant 

Avery Clark, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment.   By the fall of 1812 Moore was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Moore was dispatched to Fort Madison.   

  On 26 June Moore was tried, charged with “speaking disrespectfully of Lieut. Stephens.”  According to the 
record, Sergeant Moore “had complained once or twice to Lieut. Stephens about Polly Green's washing [of his 

laundry], but could get no satisfaction.”  Because Lieutenant Stephens did not address the issue, Moore publicly 
announced “that Lieut. Stephens kept Polly Green and would not punish her for fear of losing his miss.”  Moore 
pleaded guilty and was reduced in rank to that of a private sentinel.  Interestingly he was promoted to sergeant 

again on 1 July, which may mean that Moore was correct in his claim that Green was Stephens' mistress and the 
sergeant's punishment was just to keep the relationship quiet since it was illegal under regulations.  Moore 
remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  He was discharged on 

21 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

Private James Preuitt.  James Preuitt enlisted for eighteen months on 17 July 1812.  He may have been related to 
William Preuitt (see below) but their relationship, if any, is unknown at this time.   By the fall of 1812 Preuitt was 

stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  
In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine.  In March 1813 Preuitt was dispatched to 

Fort Madison. 
  On 30 June 1813 Preuitt was involved in an odd altercation with Private Joseph Keywood (see above). While 

working on the boats at the landing, Keywood snatched a plank from Preuitt's hands and ran off down the river to 

the spring branch west of the fort and threw the plank in the river.  Keywood was later found guilty but because it 
was not deemed a criminal act he was released.  He remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' 
platoon returned to St. Louis.  Preuitt was discharged on 17 January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Preuitt (Prewette or Pruit).  William Preuitt (b. 1791, King and Queen County, VA) enlisted with 
First Lieutenant Tilden Taylor, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment for five years on 1 June 1812.  Preuitt, a 21 year-old 

farmer, was described as being 5' 7” tall with light eyes and hair and a fair complexion. 
  By the fall of 1812 Preuitt was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort 

Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 

In March 1813 Preuitt was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when 
Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Preuitt was discharged due to the expiration of his term of service on 1 
June 1817 at Cantonment Montpelier.  He applied for a pension. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private William Rodgers.  William Rodgers enlisted on 18 June 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 
Rodgers was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern 

Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Rodgers 
was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. 
Louis.  Rodgers was discharged on 18 December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Samuel Ross.  Samuel Ross enlisted with First Lieutenant Tilden Taylor, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 19 
June 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 Ross was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 

24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's 
Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Ross was dispatched to Fort Madison. 



  On 23 May Ross was tried for sitting down while stationed as the guard in Blockhouse #4 on the night of the 

22
nd

.  Ross pleaded guilty and was sentenced to twenty-four hours on the wooden horse, to ride it every third hour 
and thirty days hard labor and confinement.  He remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' 

platoon returned to St. Louis.  Ross was discharged on 19 December 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

First Lieutenant Silas Stephens.  Silas Stephens was a Virginian who received a commission as a first lieutenant in 
the 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 8 May 1812.    By the fall of 1812 Stephens was stationed with Captain Robert 

Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched 
with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Stephens was dispatched with his platoon to Fort 

Madison. 
  Stephens may have been keeping one of the two laundresses that accompanied his unit to Fort Madison as a 

mistress.  Her name was Polly Green (see above) and nothing is really known about her, except according to 

Sergeant Marcus Moore (see above) she could not wash laundry very well.  Stephens remained with his men at the 
fort until 9 July when he led them back to St. Louis.  He was promoted to captain on 18 April 1814 and was 
honorably discharged on 15 June 1815. 

Military Service: 1812-1815 

Service at Fort Madison: April-July 1813 

 

Private Solomon Taylor.  Solomon Taylor enlisted for eighteen months on 31 May 1812 with First Lieutenant Isaac 
Walton, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  By the fall of 1812 Taylor was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 

Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Taylor was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 
remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Taylor was discharged on 31 
November 1813. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

Private David Thacker.  David Thacker (d. 1813) enlisted with First Lieutenant Silas Stephens for five years on 17 
July 1812.    By the fall of 1812 Thacker was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at 

Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle 

Fontaine. In March 1813 Thacker was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July 
when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Unfortunately Thacker died on 1 August 1813 probably at Fort 

Belle Fontaine. 

Military Service: 1812-1813 (Died: Disease @ Fort Belle Fontaine) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

Private Joseph Thompson.  Joseph Thompson enlisted on 1 August 1812 for eighteen months with Captain Robert 
Desha, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment.  By the fall of 1812 Thompson was stationed with Captain Desha's Company 

at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle 
Fontaine. In March 1813 Thompson was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July 
when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Thompson was discharged on 1 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

Private Abraham Wadkins.  Abraham Wadkins enlisted with Captain Alexander Gray, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment 
on 19 August 1812 for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 Wadkins was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's 
Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with 

Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Wadkins was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 
remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Wadkins was discharged on 19 
February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 



 

Private Solomon Ward.  Solomon Ward enlisted for eighteen months on 10 August 1812.  By the fall of 1812 Ward 
was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois 

Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Ward was 

dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. 
Louis.  Ward was discharged on 10 February 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Wyatt Wilkinson.  Wyatt Wilkinson (b. 1791, Guilford County, NC) enlisted in Springfield, Kentucky with 
Second Lieutenant Avery Clark, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry Regiment on 11 August 1812 for five years.  Wilkinson, a 21 

year-old farmer, was described as being 5' 8” tall with dark eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion. 

  By the fall of 1812 Wilkinson was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort 
Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. 
In March 1813 Wilkinson was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when 

Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.   
  By February 1815 Wilkinson was serving in the 2

nd
 U.S. Rifle Regiment at Fort Malden, Upper Canada and 

after that post was returned to Great Britain he garrisoned Detroit.  On 30 May 1815 he was promoted to corporal.  
In 1816 and early 1817 Wilkinson was stationed at Prairie du Chien in present-day Wisconsin.   On 31 December 
1816 he was promoted to sergeant.  Unfortunately on 22 March 1817 he was demoted back to private. Wilkinson 

was discharged on 11 August 1817 at Fort Armstrong due to the expiration of his term of service. 

Military Service: 1812-1817 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Private Charles Williams.  Charles Williams enlisted with Second Lieutenant Avery Clark, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry 
Regiment for eighteen months on 8 July 1812.  At some point he was promoted to corporal.  By the fall of 1812 

Williams was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern 
Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 

Williams was dispatched to Fort Madison. 
  On 27 April Williams was charged with neglect of duty when he was Corporal of the Guard by allowing 

members of his guard detail to go outside the fort on the 26
th

 and for being an accessory in the theft of whiskey 

from the contractor by Private George Marks (see above), Cross' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery, a member of the 

guard detail.  Williams was found guilty, demoted to private sentinel and required to repay the contractor one half 
gallon of whiskey.  He remained with his unit at the fort until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis. 

Williams was discharged on 8 January 1814. 
  Williams may have been related to Corporal Elisha Williams (see below) and Private Thomas Williams (see 

below). 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

Corporal Elisha Williams.  Elisha Williams enlisted for eighteen months on 16 July 1812.  By the fall of 1812 
Williams was stationed with Captain Robert Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern 

Illinois Territory.  In November he marched with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 
Williams was dispatched to Fort Madison where he remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon 

returned to St. Louis.  Williams was discharged on 16 January 1814.  He was likely related to Private Charles 
Williams (see above) and Private Thomas Williams (see below). 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

 

 

 



Private Thomas Williams.  Thomas Williams enlisted on 16 July 1812 with Second Lieutenant Avery Clark, 24
th

 

U.S. Infantry Regiment for eighteen months.  By the fall of 1812 Williams was stationed with Captain Robert 
Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched 

with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Williams was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 

remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Williams was discharged on 16 
January 1814.  He was likely related to Corporal Elisha Williams (see above) and Private Charles Williams (see 

above). 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 

 

Private John Wrenn.  John Wrenn enlisted with Second Lieutenant Avery Clark, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry Regiment for 
eighteen months on 16 July 1812.  Wrenn may have known Elisha and Thomas Williams (see above) since they all 

enlisted on the same day at the same location.  By the fall of 1812 Wrenn was stationed with Captain Robert 
Desha's Company, 24

th
 U.S. Infantry at Fort Massac in the southern Illinois Territory.  In November he marched 

with Desha's Company to Fort Belle Fontaine. In March 1813 Wrenn was dispatched to Fort Madison where he 

remained with his unit until 9 July when Stephens' platoon returned to St. Louis.  Wrenn was discharged on 16 
January 1814. 

Military Service: 1812-1814 (eighteen months) 

Service at Fort Madison: March/April-July 1813 
 



 

Captain James House's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery Regiment 

 

 

 

  In April 1809 Captain House brought two assistants, two corporals, two musicians and twenty-four 

matrosses with two six pound iron field guns “with their apparatus, except limbers.” to the fort in response to 

the Sac threat.  This detachment served at the fort helping “in the advancement of the work,” from 23 April 

until 4 May.  The identities of these men have not yet been established. 



 

KNOWN SOLDIERS BURIED AT FORT MADISON 

1808-1813 

 

Sergeant Samuel Keeley   12 October 1808 (Disease) Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Corporal George Ilginfritz  March or April 1809 (Disease) Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Nicholas Tracy  2 August 1809 (Disease) Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private John King   19 September 1809 (Disease) Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Daniel O'Flanagan  22 February 1810 (Disease) Pinkney's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private John Carrigan  January-March 1811 (Disease) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private William Long  July-Sept. 1811 (Disease) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Daniel Gorry  June-September 1811 (Disease) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private James Moore  21 September 1811 (Disease) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Hugh McNeal  5 February 1812 (Disease) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Corporal James Leonard  3 March 1812 (KIA) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Gregory Rogan  13 April 1812 (Died of Wounds) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry   

 

Private John Cox   5 September 1812 (KIA) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Thomas Sampson  2 June 1813 (Drowned) Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Samuel Heritage   8 July 1813 (KIA) Desha's Company, 24
th

 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private John Minard  8 July 1813 (KIA) Owens' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Corporal William Elsey  16 July 1813 (KIA) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private Thomas Faulkner  16 July 1813 (KIA) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private John Bowers  16 July 1813 (KIA) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private John Ritts   16 July 1813 (KIA) Stark's Company, 1
st
 U.S. Infantry 

 

Private William Smith   7 November 1813 (Disease) Cross' Company, 1
st
 U.S. Artillery 

 

TAYLOR'S ROCK RIVER EXPEDITION AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1814 

 

Private John Pointer  31 August 1814 (Buried at the Ruins of Fort Madison 1 Sept.) 



     Calloway's Company, U.S. Rangers 


